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The writer of the following narrative having been 
^voured to receive instruction, both by precept aaa 
example, from the subject of it, during many year% 
bad contemplated a work in some respects like the 
present, for the benefit of those of his brothers and 
sisters who were too young at the .time of their father's 
death to appreciate his character, or understand his 
counsels. The prospect was entertained without a 
view to publication; but some of his friends desiring 
to possess such a memoir, and believing that it would 
be useful in a larger circle than 'Ae one at first pro- 
posed, suggested the propriety of suiting it to that end. 
Under this encouragement (which was oflen repealed) 
and the influence of strong attachment to the memory 
of a beloved parent, the followii^ essay has been pro- 

The materials for the account of the early part of 

his father's life, are chiefly drawn from the memory 
of his aunt, Deborah Stabler, who is now in her eighty- 
fiTst year, and still retains a lively recollection of that 
period. The time spent by the writer in her company, 
reviewing the subject and selecting, by her aid, those 
particulars which were thought best calculated to form 












an interestiDg and instnictir^ narrative, will "long be 
afiectifHiately remembered.* 

The object in preparing this work has been to do 
good: — and a hope haa been entertained, that many 
reflecting minds will be able to receive the truth for 
ita own beauty, and draw consdlation from the expe- 
rience of a fellow-traveller. Some of the views, bow- 
ever, may be dillerent from those held by others; but 
^f they correspond with experience, and produce con- 
viction of the truth, let them not be rejected; for truth 
is of greater .importance than the opinions of men, or 
any systems of human invention, bow much soever 
they may be venerated for their antiquity, and their 
acceptance with mankind. 

W. S. 
Akxandria, D. C, 13(A mo. 1B44 



■ Deborah Stabler, nbove Darned, departed thu life on the 37th 
afGLh inQntli,184S,in theeigbty-MCondjeu-of ber[ige,retuning 
her luideralDiiiling apd peaceful tranquillity to the last moTnenl. 
She had been a ineinber of Sandy Spiiog meetiDg of FtieDda, for 
aboat GAy-tffo years, and a miniBler of the gospel nwre than bny 
yeare. For Kvera] month* prerioun to her deceaae, her bodily 
powers gradually declined; during which time, she i^n nid she 
beliered (he period ofher departure wu near at hand: and in view - 
of the Bolemn change, she olnaya spoke iu a manner affording the 
oloRreit eiidoDce and full assurance, that, altfaoogh during a long 
life she had been subjected to iniiny closB trials, and deeply pror- 
inj{ baptiame, ehe was now prepared, with joy anspeakablc, " to 
join the BBBombly of the juat made perfect" 

T. P. 8. 



[■ n;,aL,G00glc 



7^ fs^iomng Memorial coneeming Bdwakd Stabler, 
was read in, and approved hy Baltimore Yearly MeeU 
ing of Friends, held in the 10/A monik, 1831. 

Edwakd Stableb was born at Peteralwrg, in Vir- 
ginia, on the 28th day of the 9th month, 1769. Having 
early in life yielded to the refining and regulating in- 
fluences of Divine love, by ita o^Teration hia spiritual 
vision became purged from those mists which consti- 
tute that delusive medium, through which things of an 
evanescent and unsubstantial nature, are, in our view, 
vested with the attributes of permanency and sdid 
value,— .and was directed singly to that light which 
makes manifest; and which, by detecting the fallacy, 
enables us to distinguish between what is essentially 
good, and that which is evil. Having reduced the 
principles which he adopted, to the test of experience, 
and finding that they were of efficacy sufficient to sus- 
tain him, and of power enough to maintain thdr integ- 
rity and authority over the soul, " he staggered not at 
the promises- of God Arough unbelief, but was strong 
in the foith, giving glory to God." He ventured his 
all upon them; and by a steadfast adherence to the 
eternal and immutable-principles of Truth, he witness- 
ed a solid establishment on that^hich stands indepen- 
dent of the wisdom and contrivances of men. 
1* 
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In the graclual progress of discoveryj he became sen- 
sible of the absolute necessity of investigating things 
for himself, and of knowing th^ir certainty from the 
evidence of those internal senses, by which Divine and 
spiritual objects are apprehended, weighed, and appre- 
ciated- His acquaintance with the scriptarea was ex- 
tensive; for he had studied them diligently, and was 
mainly concerned to bring to this study the requisite 
qualification for prosecuting it success&lty, — an honest 
desire to read them iu' that light which alone is able to 
give a right understanding of them. Having thus 
e»r!y entered into the school of Christ, and havipg 
been a diligent scholar in the course of instruction, be 
became obedient to his teacher; and in due tim<e he so 
unreservedly yielded obedience to the great primary 
law of the institution, viz. the law of love, — that the 
exorcise of that prmeiple appeared ever after to con- 
stitute the leading feature in his character. 

Endowed by nature with a clear, comprehensive, and 
discriminating mind, cajtable of weighing evidence,— 
when objects were presented to his view accompa- 
nied by testimony sufficient to establish their nature, 
t^e first step, in the conclusions of such a mind, was to 
embrace the Truth in the love of it; the next, to do 
what was required. Having ascertained for himself, 
that the pathof safety was the way of the cross, he 
turned a deaf eftr to the alluring calls and solicitations 
of the honours, the pleasures and amusements, which 
the world piesents. He shunned not the burden of that 
restraining Power, which, when faithfully borne, ope- 
rates as a salutary ohenk upon that indulgence of th* 
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aflectioDs and lusts, which is incoDsistent with the evea 
tenor of the life of a follower of Christ — a relaticn to 
the holy Head of the church, io which it was the chief 
lahour of his life to stand, — not by the exercise of a 
heated zeal for dogmas and opinions, but by a ^ithful 
gubmiseion-to the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesua 
our liord, which Paul said Jiad set him " free from the 
law of sin and death," and which will emancipate 
every «Dal Aat yields to its dominion, from the de- 
grading servitude of sin and corruption. 

Having, in this manner, submitted to the baptizing 
power of Truth, and suffered his mind to be gradually 
trained to obedience undar the discipline of the cross, 
be became prepared for the Master's use; and feel- 
ing a necessity laid upon him^ to declare to others 
" what the Lord had done tor his soul/' he made bis 
first appearance in the ministry, in the thirty- seventh 
year of his age. His communications and testimonies 
were clear and perspicuoCis, and well calculated to 
fix the attentioH of those to whom they were address- 
ed. H6 possessed a rare felicity in elucidating and 
enforcing those deeply ipteresting views of Divine and 
spiritual truths, which were opened in his.oWn mind. 
He was no less happy in his illustrations of scripture. 
These were always rational and ins.tructive, and, not 
seldom, luminous and attractive. Nor was his use- 
fulness as d testimony-bearer to the Truth, confined 
to public occasions. His colloquial powers, in the 
private circle, w€re of the first order; and his amiable 
disposition, his bland and gentle manners, opened for 
him a wide - avenue to the hearts and afieotions of the 
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8 HSM^RUL. 

young. To these, his conversation, which generalty 
turned upon subjects of a deeply intereating charac- 
ter, proposed in a manner suitable to their age and 
understanding, — was peculiarly -attractive; and which, 
being accompanied by an evidence of affectionate love 
and regard for the tender Iambs of the flock, rendered 
the impression irresistible. 

There is a cloud of living witnesses who can testify 
to the pure and evangelical nature of his' ministry; 
calling the people from names to things, — from the 
empty shadow to the living substance- Actuated by 
the spirit and love of the gospel, — the distinguishing 
mark of true discipleship, wiiich knows no distinction 
of sects or parties, — he was induced frequently to 
leave his temporal concerns, and- travel- extensively 
in the ministry; in which service, his labours were 
very acceptable to those for whose sake they were 
undertaken. In the exercise of his gift in the minis, 
try, one great object was, tti impress the minds of his 
hearers with the importance of examining things ibr 
themselves, — of attending to their own experience,— 
of reading over and over the leaves of their own lives, 
which we're always open before th«n; that this ex- 
amination, honestly undertaken and faithfully prose- 
cuted in that "light which makes manifest," would 
result in a clear view of the distinction between good 
' and «vll, accompanied by a full convictHin, that the 
Mte ah^Ays blesses, and the other «s uniformly tor- 
ments. There belog hut one Source . of good, every 
tiling that blesses, or produces good, must proceed 
from it. In all his oommunicatitms, he quoted largely ~ 
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fromthfi scriptures, If hich he fuHy believed to have 
been written by holy men, as they were inspired by 
the Holy ^irit. 

^i8 belief in the Divinity of Christ, the Son of God 
iiQd sent of the Father, and his indispensable agency 
in the redemption of man, was unqualified. That 
"Christ i» the wisdom of God, and the power of 
God," — that the operation of this power is unlimited, 
either by time or space. — "Before Abraham was, I 
am."-r-"It is the Spirit that quicksneth, the flesh 
profiteth nothing:" and that "if any man have not 
tfae spirit of Christ, he is none of hi3," — are scripture 
testimonies, to which he not only yielded a full assent, 
but could set his seal, from the ^evidence within him- 
self, that these testimomet were true. He was very 
fully impressed with the scripture declaration, that 
"God is love;" and that all the dealings of God to 
man, are in love. " God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believelh 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
True Gospel love extends to enemies; — " to love our 
neighbours as ourselves;" — and to "do unto others as 
we would that they should do onto us." In a word, 
" Love is.lhe fulfilling of the law." 

We who have beeq witnesses of his labours, — of 
his valuable services, and of his blameless life, — have 
thought it right to put upon record a short memorial 
of this^ur beloved friend, now removed from amongst 
us, Uiat the younger portion of the present generation, 
and those who may succeed them, may be encouraged 
to emulate his example, and come forth as standard- 
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bearers in the cause of Truth and righteousnese, in 
their d^, as he did in his. To whotuBoever he was 
icnown, (and he. was very generally known to the 
body of Friends ia this country,) to limny 6f u% par- 
ticularly, "who have for a long series of years be^i 
his coteroporaries and intimately acquainted widi 
him, — his memorial is already written, engraved- on 
the living tablets of our hearts and afTections, ib ciiar- 
acters deeper and more indelible than the pen of mor- 
tal ,can trace. 

He" was diligent in the attendance of meetings ' 
established io the order of Society, and cimcerned to 
encourage others. to increased faithfulness in the dis- 
charge of this important duty. The last communioor 
tton which he delivered, was a very impressive one, 
on the imporUmce of sikvce; enforcing the .doctrine 
by appropriate scripture autboritiea. 

Within the circle of his own family, his deportment 
was marked by obedience to the same blessed princi- 
ple, that actuated faim when, more immediately before 
the eyes of the world. The enjotiwis of aten^r 
naturally ardent, often occasioned him close trials and 
. conflicts of feeling; but which he was enabled to re- 
strain by the controlling influences of Divine ,grace. 
His carriage towards every member of his family, 
both as a husband and a parent,^— was exceedingly 
aSeotionate and ezempUr y; and showed that his aim 
was to promote their happine^, as far as it was in 
his power. He secured the affections of his children 
while their minds were yet tender, by the principle 
of Love; and when their understandings became au£- 
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ficiently mfttured, he esdetiToured to urge upon theip 
every motive which could influence a rational mind, 
to pursue that course of conduct and faitbfulnesa .of 
which he was himself so bright an exaniple. 

The last meeting be attended was very small, and 
silent. At the close of it, he remarked to a friend, 
that hd would be willing to go and sit there, as long 
as any one ^ould be left to sit with him; the openings 
of Divine Truth upon his mind, that day, had be^i 
so precious: 

In his last sickness, his mind was in a sweet and 
resigned state; and at one time he was observed to 
close hb supplication to the Throne ef grace, with 
these words:, "Thy will be done." 

His useful and exemplary life was terminated at 
Alexandria, D. C. on the I8th of the 1st month, 1831, . 
in the sixty-second year, of his age. 
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Edwabd Stabler, the father of the subject of this 
memoir, was bom near York in Bnglaod of worthy 
parents who belonged to the Society of FriendB, and 
from whom he received a guarded and virtuous edu- 
cation. When he came to the age -of twenty-one 
years, he reaolved (for the benefit of a delicate con- 
stitution) to remove to America; which object he ac- 
complished in the year 1763. At first he resided in 
Philadelphia, but afterwards on a visit to the town 
of Petersburg in Virginia, he was so well pleased 
with the advantages afibrded by the latter place, as 
to make it his permanent home. No Friends then 
resided in Petersburg; but he diligently attended the 
nearest meeting of the Society, which was held at the 
distance of twelve miles. 

In the course of a short time after his settlement, 
he connected himself in marriage with Mary Robin- 
son, of Cheater near Philadelphia, They had six 
children; Edward, Ann, Ann, ^ry, William, and 
Edward. The first two died when young. The 
second Ann was married to 8amuel Hough; and 
Mary, to Mahlon Hough; — both of Loudoun county, 
in Virginia. William marved Deborah; and Ed- 
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wftrd, Mary; both daughters ofThomas Pleaeants, of' 
Beaverdam, Goochland couMy, la the same State. 
From letters ^1 preserved in the family, and die 
■ recollections of those who knew him, we leani that 
aur worthy, ancestor sustained with zeal aDit .afFectioa 
thrdugh Hfe,-fhe relaHoos of son, husband, parent and 
friend. The following dutiful expressions are found 
in a. letter addressed to his father, upon his arrival 
m this country : " Dear Father, though we are far 
separated in body, yet thou art present with me in 
mind, and i hope distance will not abate my affec- 
tion ibr thee. I am so &r very well satisfied with 
my change, a^id desire I may always have my de- 
pendance upon that Arm that has hitherto helped and 
preserved me, and is still aMe to support me through 
the future scenes of this life. I am not able to say 
a great deal at this time, but my love is as great aa 
if I had expressed it in more words. I hope I shall 
always retain a sense of thy great care and affection 
towards me from a child; and I am affected in the 
remembrance thereof With a sense of the many eviU 
I should have run into^f I had not been prevents] 
by thy kind oversight: for though thy counsels and 
good advice seemed at times to have littie place with 
me, yet afterwards 1 found them like bread cast upon 
the waters that retunied after many days." 

In 1759, when a^ressing three relatives whom he 
empowered to act in his place as Executor of his 
father's Will, he writes thus: "Being very sensible 
that the death of my dear &tber will be a great loss 
to the poor of Gate Fulford, I would have forty 
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MEMOIE OP EDWIED STABLEK. 16 

pounds iBore given to them, to be distributed by Uie 
same persons mentioned in tlie Will; also forty pounda 
to poor Friends within . the vei;^ of York monthly 
meeting." • 

The cares of e^^nsive mercantile buuneas, in 
which he was many years engaged, did not hinder 
him from being an active and uaefiil m^nber of the 
Society of Friends, among whom he became an s{>- 
proved minister. 

Edwabd, the youngest child of Edward and Mary 
Stabler, was bom in Petersburg on the 26th day of 
the 9th month, 1709. Until the time of his mother's 
death ID the 13th monUi, 1780, when he was eleven 
years old, little is known of his life; but, through the 
careful attentions of his parents, he was preserved in 
comparative innocence. About this early period of 
his age, he was occupied at times with the considera- 
tion of his state of being in this world, and bis posi- 
tion in relation to his fellow-beings. He has often 
recounted tH the instruction of his children, a cir- 
cumstance which called forib the painful eseroise of 
his judgment when he was about eight years old. 
Among his associates at school, was a boy of extraor- 
dinary powers ID the art of pleasing his companions. 
His company was sought by all. He entertained 
them with diverting stories and remarks, and led them 
on from one amusement to another, encQuraging their 
progress by the high zest with which he enjoyed the 
recreation himself. Feeling a strtmg desire to be 
thus admired, the subject of this memoir a»ked his 
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mother W|iy " the good man" had not made hira like 
- Ehis little boy? His parent endeavoured to represent 
the case so as to satisfy his mind; but the disparity 
of which he complained, .was too painfully evident (o 
admit- of explanalion by any means less impressii'e 
than- the circumstances which had called it into no- 
tice. This means was afforded by a dream. In the 
course' of a train of visionary events natural to the 
mind of a child, he saw this boy. amusing a company 
of evil spirits who had made him prisoner. Being 
himwlf within the grasp of one of these horrid crea- 
tures, he lamented bitterly the want of faculties like 
those possessed by his little friend, which he now 
thought might save him from destruction: but he 
soon found'them of no avail to his companion — for 
I when the evil s[»rits ceased to be amused frith his 
stories, they consigned him to the flames. In the 
dreadful expectation of a similar calamity, the young 
dreamer started from the arms of his enemy and 
gflected his escape. 

On the morning after this dream, Bb mind was 
go dee[dy impressed with its awful circumstances, 
that on taking his usual seat at the feet of his mo- 
ther, he remained silent for some time. He was 
roused at length by the query of his affectionate pa- 
rent, whether he had heard of the death of little 
Jack Dennison? "No!" was the prompt and agita- 
ted reply — "when did he die}" Last night. An event- 
ful stillness followed this conversation, in which the 
little dreamer formed the noble resolution to cultivate 
his own powers, without coveting the qualifications 
of others. 



V?- 
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MBKDtS OF StnVABD STABLER. 17 

After the death of his mother, he kod hia bradnr 
were placed at the school of a Friend by the aame 
of Benjamia Russell; at ^at time the most approved 
Friends' school in Virginia. Here they remained but 
a short period; tor their &ther, on a journey to Phila- 
delphia, was so much pleased with a school at Pipe 
Creek, in the State of Maryland, kept by Joel Wright, 
that he renlbved his sons to thai institution. At Pipe 
Creek they remained a year or more; after which 
■ William was appreoticed to doctor John Thompson 
of Petersburg, Virginia, to leam the business of drug, 
gist and apothecary; and Edward was placed with 
his brotber-in-law MaMon Hough, at Hillsborough in 
Loudoun county. Here he remained awhile, and after- 
wards resided with Samuel Hough, near Leesburg, 
who had married his sister Ann. During Edward's 
residence at Hillahorough, his father died; of whom 
he oft^ spoke with much afiection, • 

The cause of his removal from the re«ndenoe of 
his hrother-in-law Mahlon Hough, la worthy of note, 
as it exhibits hia desire to pursue a virtuous life, and 
manifests the care of hia brother William for his wel- 
fare. ■ There was at HiUsboroi^h a company of dis- 
solute men with whom he was in some measure 
obliged to as9ociate> or avoid the society of young 
people. His brother trembled for him, and wrote a 
letter of salutary counsel, from the influence of which, 
in part, but mainly from his own convictions of pro- 
priety, he resolved to chdnge his home. 

Having acquired some knowledge of the tanning 
business at Hillsborough, and now looking to the 

a* 
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18 MKMOIK Of EDW'ABD STABLER. 

means of a future livelihood, it was judged expedi- 
ent by his frienda that he shoujd perfect himself in 
-that trade; for which purpose he entered. into the em- 
ployment of John Love, a Friend of York in Penn- 
sylvania. -He was naw between the sixteenth and 
eighteenth years of his age; and he spent a consider- 
.able portion of the .tinje until his twentieth year, in 
tlie service of this Friend. By diligent attention to 
his duties, he acquired a cmnpetent knowledge of the 
business, and was generously permitted by his em- 
ployer to leave him a year or more before he was 
of age. The sacrifice of interest on the part of John 
Love, is worthy of remembranee; and the motives of 
hia pupil in desiring the favour, like those which had 
actuated him at Hillsborough, may be recorded for 
the imitation of other young persons. He was asso- 
ciated in his labours with hired hands and appren- 
• tioes, some of whom had been taken from thq lower 
orders of society, where they had run into excesses, 
and become regardless of the obligations of morality 
and religion. From the company of such minds he 
desired to be released, and to breathe a moral 'at- 
mosphere of greater purity. So important did he 
consider the influence of this step upon his aAer life, 
that he has been heard to commemorate it as a " sig- 
. nal blessing." 

During a year after his departure from York, he 
resided at Leesburg, in Virginia; and at the close of 
this period he made a visit to Beaverdam, to attend 
the marriage of his brother William with Deborah, 
thA daughter of Thomas Pleasants. Being now in 
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HEHOIB OF EDWAKD STABLEK. 19 

the buoyancy of youth, he enjoyed with more Ihaq 
common interest the congenial society he met with* 
there; among whom was Mary, a younger daughter, 
who became the object of his warmest aflection. It 
ia worthy of remark, that the gentlest admonition 
was at any time sufficieiit to bring his mind to s 
proper balance, and save him from the unpleasant 
consequences which are oflen the result of an undue 
indulgence of strong feelings and an ardent imagina- 

On the return of his brother William, after his 
marriage, to the town of Leesburg, where he had 
been (for some time before) engaged in the drug 
business, Edward Stabler became a member of his 
family; by which means he enjoyed the society he 
loved, and found a business which he could pursue 
without the contaminating influence of low company.* 
From the latter part of 1766 to Uie close of 1791, he 
spent his time in rendering assistance ta his brother 
William. His leisure hours were now mostly em- 
ployed in the acquisition of knowledge of various 
kinds. He read all that he could meet with, which 
he thought likely to be improving, whether literary, 
scientific, historical, or religious. To the chasteness 
of bis selections in reading and conversatitHi, may be 
ascribed the excellence of those colloquial powers, 
which, united with an amiable disposition, rendered 
him through life a profitable and interesting associate. 
By the CKercise of Veligious thoughttulness and 
care, he had be«i preserved from the evils attend- 
ant on vulgarity and prolaneness; btu now, a new 
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and more alluring danger presented it^lf in the at- 
tractions and dissipation of fashionable society. His 
eprightlinesB, etoquenco, and knowledge, occasioned 
his oompany to be sought by many of this class; 
but the prudent advice of his sister, who had become 
acquainted with the delusive character of worldly 
greatness and human applause, was the means, 
through Divine aid, of preserving him Eroin making 
a wreck of his happiness. From the time of her 
marriage with his brother William, she had exer- 
cised over him the care of an elder sister; and as 
the counsels of a pious woman seldom fail deeply 
to impress a sensitive mind, this care was often of 
great value and importance to him. 

At the close of the period which we have been 
contemplating, he had Acquired all the knowledge 
*which could b^ obtained from the business of his bro- 
ther; and as he had stored his mind with further in- 
formation on the subjects it embraced, it was thought ■ 
best by his iriendB and himself that he should look 
for a situatioD where he might commence business on 
his own account. Among the many inducements to 
this step, the strongest was the desire to accomplish 
his marriage with Mary Pleasants. The intended con- 
nexion met with her father's approval; and although 
he was able to establish them comfortably, he pre- 
ferred that they should depend on their own exertions 
in procuring a livelihood, and therefore withheld his 
consent until his expected swi-in-law had provided a 
home, together with a fair prospect of -the means to 
support a family. This reserve, which delayed their 
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marriage for some, time, was the CAuse of iinaflect«d 
sorrow to Jhe two young people; but we mays tittle 
anticipate the course of events by obeorvii^, that 
when Edward Stabler had placed himself in a situa- 
don to obtain his consent, Thomas Pleasants not only 
sanctioned the accompl^hment of their wishes, but 
extended to them pecuniary assistance, and the coun- 
sels (which he could well do) of experience and wis- 
dom. 

Having%o capital with which to commence busi- 
ness, Edward Stabler now determined to make a jour- 
ney into the lower part of Virginia, and through the 
State of North Carolina, to collect the fragments of 
an ample patrimonial estate which had been scatter- 
ed by the disasters of the revolutionary war. In this 
search, he spent six months unavailingly; but hard 
as his lot appeared, he has often since spoken of the 
disappointment as a blessing, because it occasioned 
him to depend chiefly upon his own exertions; and 
we may add, that it furnished employment for talents 
which, under other circumstances, instead of proving 
a benefit to himself and others, might have hurried 
him after the allurements of the world, and eventually 
plunged him into dissipation an^ crime. 

During this "exile," as he termed it, from the 
society of beloved relations, he thus gave utterance 
to the overflowings of his heart, in a letter to bis bro- 
ther and his sister-in-law, dated the 19th of the 13th 
month, 1791 : " Since I left you, I have been very 
anxious for. some information concerning your health 
and wel&re, both of which I sincerely hope you may 
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experience in fruition. The melancholy views which 
attended my sympathy for your distress, ^ring my 
sister's illness, have been my constant companions 
since I left you, and will continue with me until 1 
receive assurances of her recovery. What grim 
physicians, and yet what salutary ones,-are afflictions! 
Were nothing but mirth, festivity and joy to present 
themselves to our senses, how soon would they grow 
insipid, and lose that exhilarating power which JB so 
refreshing to our nature! The wisest o^ men has 
well said, that the house of mourning is better than 
the house of feasting. This doubtless he me^nt in 
a spiritual sense; and I think that to admit a moiety 
of the position, it will be a good recipe for temporal 
happiness. Retiring from the house of jollity into 
the mansions of sorrow, what an excellent lesson is 
taught us! I have at times wondered at the disso- 
luteneBs of men's morals and principles, when the 
great book of universal nature lies open before them, 
in which they might (if they would) read the infalli* 
ble consequences of those actions which spring from 
depraved principles. But, alas! I am guilty as well 
as they; and am also continually transgressing that 
law of Truth which *wouId guide me into the paths 
of virtue, and consequently .of bliss. Whence does 
it come, or how is it that we thus daily run counter 
to every thing which is right? If a conviction of rea- 
son were sufficient to render us more circumspect, I 
should have been so long ere this; but reown is too 
weak a principle, too easily warped by the perverse 
afiecdons of our imperfect nature, and ever too liable 
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to a bias in favour of what appears ta us delightsome. 
/ have been told that the " vnierwd principle of Divine ■ 
ir^ortnalion mil guide me in aU that ia right."— I S#. 
fiece il; hut this heUefia nolhijig more &an a convie- 
,tion ff reason, and I am convinced there miut be more. 
I can justly my udth the patriarch Job, " J go for- 
ward, but he t* not &ere; and hachmard, hut I cannot 
perceive him." Where then shall I look for him whom 
my soul would hoe, i/* he does not of himself become 
maiUfeet? I would wilKngly, were it in my power, 
act consistently with the principles which I profess to 
be guided by, but which I am very ignorant of ex- 
cept in theory, and that, as I said before, will not 
do. I believe I am indebted for the revival of these 
feelings (which are not new to me) to the affection- 
ate advice of my sister, at the time I parted with her. 
It was not without its effect, though I am apprehen* 
sive that tor want of a heart properly prepared for 
the reception and improvement of the truly pathetic 
and interesting advice which she then gave me, 1 
have not profited by it eo much as I might have 
done. 

Adieu! that peace and happiness may attend you, 
is the wish of your affectionate brother, 

Edward Stabler." 

The views, on the subject of religion, expressed in 
^e fi»«going letter, with others of a tike cast that 
will be found in the present narrative, may be inter- 
estingly compared with that enlightened and extend- 
ed prospect which was allerwards opened to his mind. 
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Upon his return to Leesburg, it was decided that 
he should open a drug store in Alexandria; and as 
he felt a delicacy in asking aid from his intended 
father-in-law, he applied to his maternal uncle,' Wil- 
liam Robinson of Philadelphia, to obtain a credit for* 
him to the amount of a hundred pounds. This re- 
quest was promptly granted; and the relative who 
thus befriended him, had afterwards the satisfaction 
to find that his confidence had not been misplaced. 

'Although Edward Stabler began his- commercial life 
in a small and humble way, yet his situation for 
business was a good one; and he ha? since said, that 
in the first year he paid for his goods, and doubled 
his stock. On removing to his new home in the lat- 
ter part of 1792, he boarded with John Butcher and 
his wife, two valuable Friends, with whom he found 
himself shielded from the dangers attendant on living 
in a public house. In after time he recurred to the 
comfort and instruction which he had received in 

' this family, as among the favors that had. been dis- 
pensed to him. These Friends were richly entitled 
not only to his gratitude, but that of nearly all the 
young men of the Society of Friends who settled about 
thai time in Alexandria; for, without reference to pe< 
cuniary emolument, these good people took them into 
their family as a means of protection from the dan- 
gers and snares which beset the paths of youth. 

^ ' A circumstance in the life of John Butcher, wiiich 
he related for the instruction of the subject of this 
memoir, will furnish evidence of his fatherly care. 
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The impression which it produced upoD the irand of 
the latter, was powerful aod laetiug. This Friend 
was among the first of the Society who settled at Al- 
exandria, where he commenced his career in business 
with industry and honesty, as his principal capital. 
'He soon obtained a standing which attracted the ootic 
of some persons of the highest rank in the conunu- 
□ity, by one of whom he was invited to attend a- 
meeting of a Literary Club. The subject of diacua> 
sion on this evening was, ' The Christian Religion; 
and against it were arrayed several persons of the 
first order for talents and acquirements. Hostile ar> 
guments, insinuations, and other weapons of skilful 
debate, were used with so much earnestness and 
force against the truth of thb Divme gift to man, that 
the judgment of the visiter was, for the time, thrown 
from its balance. Captivated by specious eloquence, 
he imagined that he had hitherlo lived under a delu- 
sion, and he now wondered that neither himself nor 
his friends had detected the imposture. Whilst reason- 
ing thus, a secret voice, as distinctly uttered to his un- 
derstanding as if his ears had heard the sound, warned 
him to beware. " Reflect maturely before deciding on 
this subject," it appeared to say. "Thou art acquaint- 
ed With the good fruits of the christian religion in the 
lives of many of thy friends; if the products of skepti- 
cism, and obedi^ice to the dictates of unenlightened 
reason, be better than these, then give them the pre- 
ference, but not before." The authority with which 
this caution impressed itself upon his mind — which was 
doubtless a Divine intimation — dispelled all thought ol 
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opposition, and detenriined him to subject the Aiatter to 
thb rigii scrutiny. Aa he moved along afterwards hi 
the quiet obaerrance of his duties, he watched the con- 
duct of those men whose intellectual power had nearly 
warped him from the right way; and he saw them, in 
continuation of their course, descend step by step in 
the downward path, until each one came to a wretched 
end. 

Between the settlement of Edward Stabler in Alex- 
andria ftnd the time of his marriage, no other event 
worthy of paitioular notice, has come to our know- 
ledge. He spent this period in diligent application to 
his business, which from its fluctuations was the 
cause by turns of hope and discouragement, — and 
he was also diligent in adding to his stores of useful 
knowledge. His company was sought by many of 
the intelligent and respectable inhabitants of the town, 
and enticements were oflen thrown in his way to de- 
part from the narrow path of self-denial, which in 
his mind was the path of duty. 

Believing that ffie right time for the accomplish- 
ment of his marriage was now drawing near, he thus 
sought the advice of his brother and sister in a letter 
dated the 5th of the 9th month, 1793: "To you whpse 
advices have ever appeared to be the genuine dic- 
tate of affection, I apply for instruction in an emer- 
gency which, as it is to me most momentous because 
the wel&re of my greatest earthly treasure depends 
upon it, — requires that I act from wise counsel, for 
fear that I may be led by distrust on the one side, 
or a sanguine disposition on the other, to act incon- 
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siatently with what may be producdYe of advantage 
to her and myself. The greatest unpediment to our 
union which has hitherto appeared, seema now- in 
part to be done away. I am flattered with the hope 
that my buainesa will produce fiufficieiit for a comfort- 
able maintenance; and, though the time has been 
when I thought I should not sit down satisfied with 
less than the elegancies of life, I am now so &r hum- 
bled as to feel thankful for those things which are 
necessary, and to wait until industry, cooperating 
with the good pleasure of my Creator, shall bestow 
on me all that is wanting." 

It may here be remarked, that by assiduous atten- 
tion to his business, seeking in tliis htunble state of 
mind to benefit his iellow creatures while be made a 
living for his family, he was successful, atid the dew 
of Heavenly good ceased not » rest upon him. 

On the 2SUi of the 2nd month, lTd4, the event so 
ardently desired was accomplished, with the approba- 
tion of all who were concerned in the weliare of the 
parties. 

Under the new and exhilarating inducements which 
now existed for the right exertion of his powers, he 
applied himself with greater diligence to the per£>nn- 
ance of all his duties. Prosperity, which in well 
regulated society is mostly attendant on industry, 
integrity, and prudence, as we have observed, was 
his reward; and thb attracted the attention of men 
of capital, by one of whom an offer was made to him 
which deserves, with its sequel, to be recorded. The 
individual alluded to oSered him the us« of a large 
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sum of money, for which he required no security; 
and he also relinquished the right to a voice in its 
management, only expecting as a remuneration one 
half of the profits on this amount. In .one aspect, 
the offer was a very tempting one. Edward Stabler 
was engaged at the time in a lively trade, in which 
more capital than he possessed might have been pro- 
fitably employed; and the confidence placed in his 
integrity and judgment, was highly flattering to his 
feelings; but deliberate reflection, conflrmed by the 
advice of Thomas Pleasants when he commenced 
business, that he should never place his character 
and happiness at the mercy of another, determined 
him respectfully to decline the proposition. It was 
happy for him that he did so; for this individual 
afterwards became insolvent, and the consequence to 
Edward Stabler would have been the loss of all his 
property. 

Another circumstance may he mentioned which 
brought the matter of husiness into serious review, 
and was the means of his adopting a principle of ac- 
tion from which we believe he never deviated. -He 
received information that a Friend in a distant city 
vho stood high in religious society, and in the mer- 
cantile community, who was also extensively engaged 
in trade, had failed to meet his engagements. Upon 
receiving thb account, he reflected upon his own 
humble qualifications, as he deemed them, — and the 
comparison between himself and this Friend over- 
whelmed him with distress. If this man, he thought, 
with great abilities and high reputation, could not 
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sustain the trials of business, hia own portion, would 
surely be insolvency. But whilst he was contempla- 
ting this discouraging prospect, the pure principle of 
Truth which ever attends the honest heart as a ootin- 
sellor and a source of strengdi, opened to his mind a 
view which banished all hia fears. He saw that a 
course of strict prudence and justice would aave him 
fcom destruction, by keeping his business within the 
limits of his means. 

In after life, while pursuing conscientiously this 
moderate course, he saw many, from a different rule 
of action, rise much higher than himself on the scale 
of riches, who afterwards sunk into ruin. It were 
well if all would reflect upon the disastrous influence 
which one error in the choice of principles may have 
upon their happiness, and the perfect security which 
attends them when they make the right selection, and 
are thus shielded from harm under the wing of Hea- 
venly goodness. 

About the year 1798, Edward Stabler was appoint- 
ed to the station of Elder by the monthly meeting of 
Fairfax, of which the Friends in Alexandria were at 
that time members. As dieir number had much 
increased with the rising prosperity of the town, and 
as Fairftx monthly meeting was held at the distance 
of forty-five miles, it was thought right to request the 
establishment of a monthly meeting in Alexandria; 
which request, after proper deliberation, was granted, 
and the meeting was opened on the 33rd of the 9th 
month, 1802. In the many tranaactipns in which the 
8« 
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subject of this meihoir was eng&g^d for the support 
•f the testimonies of Truth, and - the good order (rf 
society, hia coaduct was such, both in affording en- 
couragement to the weak, and in endeavouring to 
reclaim wanderers from the path of rectitude, as 
secured the confidence of the circle of Friends with 
which he was connected. The following letters, ad- 
dressed to two female friends, exhibit the interest he 
felt at this time in religious concerns, and will form 
tt connecting hnk between the uncertainty that still 
clouded his vision, and those luminous views whioh 
he aiierwards received of the spiritual nature of the 
christian religion. 

Ahandcia, 39lh ot the Bth mooth, 1803. 
My dear FkienDj- — 

Jt has now been better than a week since 1 
was favoured with thy very satisfactory letter, and I 
think thou wilt believe me when I say, it has aot been 
for want of sincere affection on our part, nor a due 
seqse of the favour conferred on us, that it was not 
immediately answered. My employment in business 
has for three or lour montlia past been unconmionly 
confining, owing to my young man's infirm state of 
health which ultimately reduced him to the necessity 
of quitting the business about six or eight weeks ago, 
and which has consequently left me without an as^st- 
ant at the most busy season of the whole year. To 
this may be added, as a still moi« important reason — 
a ooosciousness. that I am disqualified to say any 
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thing to thee that would merit the appellation of good, 
even in the smallest degree. Like other men who 
have had a chance of education, and who have been 
&vo\ired with the advantages of cultivated societjr, I 
could write or utter words upon many subjects; and 
this was, at one time of my life, a great source of 
enjoyment, whMi I may say sounds were mistaken 
ibr things, and ideas fitly arranged were misappre- 
hended for wisdom. But succeeding and anxious 
experience has convinced me that this is vanity, and 
that something of an entirely different nature must 
be attained, or sensibility will be racked with anguish 
ibr want of enjoyments suited to its nature and capa- 
cities. I have known the possession, for a time, of that 
invaluable blessing, and have been occasionally fa- 
voured with a transient renewal of its visitations; un- 
der the influence of which, the glorious nature of the 
pure birth was clearly apprehended, and an exulting 
willingness was felt, I trust, to give all things for it,— 
answering, as I conceive, to the prophetic declaration, 
" Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy pow- 
er." As such manifestations abound with consolation 
beyond any thing merely natural, to be leil agyin to 
the undignified enjoyments of sense, is more depressing 
than never to have known that superior felicity. 

I mention this because it has been mostly my situa- 
don to feel stripped of this higher oonsolation, and aur-' 
rounded with aj^rehensions that 1 should be eventual- 
ly forsaken, and found unworthy to participate in the 
saints' rest, either here or hereafter. At other times I 
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have thought I received a conviction, that this tribula- 
ted path was the right one, and something like a lan- 
guage of encduragement to persevere unto the end, 
which should yet be blessed. Could I be assured that 
these sufferings were not the result of my own evil 
propensities, or punishments from Divine displeasure, 
I tiiink I could submit to them with perfect willing- 
ness; especially as it appears clear from the same re- 
cord that, like the Captain of our salvation, we must 
be "made perfect through sufferings." It will not 
surprise thee to find me unqualified for writing well in 
such a state of mind, and thou wilt probably think 
with me that the task is considerable to write at all; 
but if I am not censured by thee for attempting it, I 
shall be satisfied. 

Thy letter to E. J. gave us the first information of 
your safe and peaceful arrival at home. This — as we 
feel no common interest in what concerns thee and our 
friend E. — was to us glad tidings; tliough t must con- 
fess not quite so gratifying as the enjoyment of your 
company under our own roof. When we have had 
the society of our dear friends at our house, I have 
thou|||it our situation might be compared, in a degree, 
with that of Obed-Edom, in whose house the aril: was 
lodged ; for the sake of which it ia declared that he 
and all he had were blessed. 

* Friends in this place are generally well ; and our 
Quarterly meeting has thought proper lo trust us with 
the mant^ment of a.mcmthly meeting. It appears to 
me a very important charge, and I hope we may be 
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&voured to hold it to the honour of Truth ; for 1 think 
I am sensible that wisdom of a higher nature than our 
own, will be necessary to keep it from being a re- 
proach. 

I am affectionately thy friend, 

Edwa^ Stables. 

10th of the 3Dd month, 1804. 
Dear Feiehd,-»5- 

The receipt of thy agreeable letter revived in 
my recollection a sentiment which has oflen been as 
an anchor to my mind in times of great mental conflict 
and distress, which is, that to such of us as may through 
Divine help be favoured to arrive at the haven of rest, 
the scene through which we here pass wilh so great 
difficulty, will wear, on looking back, an appearance 
entirely different; forasmuch as those dispensations 
which have been most afRicting, will probably be 
found to hive wrought more effectually to our purifi- 
cation than any others. And though we are too apt 
to tiunk the lesson of obedience hard to learn where 
distress is the teacher, yet in my best moments 1 am 
strong in the persuasion that ^e could not be taught it 
by any other. The disciple is not above his Lord, nor 
the servant above his master; and if it be indeed true, 
that "it became him for whom are all things, and by 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory 
to make the caplain of tlieir salvation perfect through 
mfferingf," can we expect to be perfected in any other 
manner? .The pathetic language of prophecy declares 
him to have been " a man of sorrows and acquainted 
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■witii grief;" — that "he was oppressed and be was af- 
flicted, yet lie opened not his mouth : he is brought as 
a lamb to the ^slaughter, and as a eheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so openeth he not his mouth;" and 
it wouid seem that the Divine Spirit, foreseeing the na- 
ture of our temptations, and that it would be suggested 
that Hi trials and ours materially difier, — has eonde- 
scended to declare their sameness by the mouth of the 
highly favoured apostle who saith, "we have not an 
High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted Sice as 
we are." And what has appeared at some times truly 
wonderful to my mind is, that none of these things 
were for his own, bui all for our sokes: as the prophet 
expresses, "he was wounded for our trani^ressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are 
healed." From which iDstanoca of transcendent re- 
gard towards us, another comfortal^e proof arises, that 
he does not oppress us with unnecessary afiUctions; 
hut these things are requisite means which work for us 
"a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory," 
as they lead ua to "look not at the things that are seen 
which are temporal, but at the things that are not seen 
which are eternal." I do not often feel myself quali- 
fied to say much on subjects of this nature, having, for 
^e greater part, to labour under much poverty in my 
spiritual journey; aqd at such times I seem to he al- 
together solitary, with nwie to help me; though I have 
known from certain experience, at other times, that 
this is the alone highway for the ransomed to walk in. 
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May I iKit hope that it may be some conaolatim to 
thee, my sister, to receive a fresh assurance from even 
a weak brother, that there are, and hlwe been many 
who can subscribe to the truth of, perhaps, all thy 
trials in their own experience? and who can also say 
from some degree of comfortable evidence, at other 
times, that they "know their Redeemer liveth." The 
perusal of thy letter was, to me, somewhat like "deep 
uttering unto deep;" it awakened afresh that sensi- 
bility of my own weakness, surrounded with dangers 
which called to watch; and I trust, through Divine as- 
sistance, that it may be instrumental to arouse me to 
a more active attention; for our adversary is indeed an 
unwearied one, and the inmoet recesses of our heftrts 
are the scene of hie allurements : but through the tnercy 
of him who gave himself for us, the preserving power 
is equally near us, and I am persuaded oHen sustains 

. us when we know not how, even so as to give us the 
victory over all the besetments rf"evil, and, for a time, 
to establish our goings in his light, giving rise lo an 

' experience emphatically descrihed in the language of 
the apostle, "Who shall operate ua from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
&miiie, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? nay; in all 
these things, we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us." 

In near regard, fiirewell. 

Edward Stableb. 

In the latter part of 1804, he spent some months as 
a care-taker and companion of Ann Alexander, from 
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England, and her female associate, who paid a reli- 
gious visit in the Southern States. The hold which 
religious impressions had taken upon his mind/was 
strengthened by the occurrences of this journey. He 
thus recounts some of his feelings in a letter addressed 
to his wife : " We have attended six meetings am(Hig 
those of our own eociety, besides one which A. A. op- 
pointed in a Iktle town. They were all trying and 
very exercising times; the people appearing in a gene- 
ral way scarcely capable of religious apprehensimi: 
' nor is it to be wondered at, when we attend to the sen- 
sations which impress our minds as we pass up and 
down among them. In many instances, it appears as 
though we were almost in the confines of the shadow 
of death, as it relates to the spiritual life which is hid 
with Christ. They appear most eminently to be slight- 
ing their own mercies, both in temporal and spiritual 
concerns, from the exceeding hardness of their hearts , 
towards the poor, afflicted black people. The most 
comfortable times we know, are on the road; and then 
our situation is as much so as it can be when we are 
travelling. The various interesting subjects of litera- 
ture and religion form the topics of our conversation, 
and sometimes instructive passages frcnn poets and 
historians are read to deceive the solitary way. The 
recollections of the many interesting scenes of our 
mutual endearment in our beloved family, and the 
solemn, affecting farewell when ! parted with my pre- 
cious treasures, all rush upon me at this moment, and 
dissolve my heart with inexpressible tenderness. Oh! 
that the kind Author of every mercy mayJicddyou 
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in the arms of his love, and preserve you from eveiy 
evil^" 

During the progress of the experimental knowledge 
of the Truth, with which he waa favoured about this 
period of his life, he found it required of him to with- 
draw from a society, though it had been established 
for a benevolent purpose, and to keep aloof from alt 
human institutions, whether civil, political, or moral. 
The ef&rt that severed him from this society which he 
had been active in forming, was humbling and painful; 
but the reward of obedience to the intimation of duty 
was an increase of light and peace. 

In the year 1805, hts sympathies were called forth, 
and his excitable temperament brought low by the* 
illness of his brother William, who d^urted this life, 
after protracted sufiering, in tile first month of the fol- 
• lowing year. In the 7th and 12th months, he wrote 
thus to his brother and sister: "Under great depression 
of spirits, what can I say to you that will either soothe 
your sorrows, or enable you to bear them with fortitude? 
We are getting our place ready, and expect to be there 
in this week or the beginning of next, whgre you shall 
have a cordial welcome, and the best that we can do 
for you. I think, if it can be done without inoonve- 
nieflce, our son had better come with you, as it is too 
much to have the additional trouble of caring for him 
is your affliction. I shall write to Beaverdam al^r I 
hear ir<Hn you again, when I could sincerely hope to 
convey more pleasing tidings; but a greater and imre 
aUerettmg desire is to have my own natural will sub- 
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jeoted, and to say, both with the mouth and heart, 'thy 
will be done.' My heart sympathizes with you, more 
, than my tongUe or pen can ©xpresa. Affliction ia in- 
.()eed a 'bitter oup;' hut infinite wisdom cannot judge 
amisa, nor infinite mercy afflict but for our good. The 
heavenly tranquillity and resigned situation of mind, 
with which my dear brother is favoured iioder oircnm. 
stances so awful, are worthy of grateful commemora- , 
tion. That all-bountiful Power which thus makes bare 
his arm for the assistance of the poor, and graciously 
opens his ear to the sighing of the needy, will no doubt 
support him through the remaining trials, until he is 
landed on that blissful shore where all tears are for- 
ever wiped from all eyes." 

About the present period, he was fevoured with a 
knowledge, by internal evidence, of the true and spi- 
ritual nature of the christian religion, and in reference 
to former experience he felt that he could now ex- 
claim with the patriarch Job, "1 have heard of thee 
with the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth 
thee." In the enjoyment of this delightful vision, he 
could hardly^ persuade himself that an outward light, 
above that of the sun, did not shine around him, as he 
followed hia daily avocations. While this state con- 
tmued, he imparted hia views of it to many of his- 
fri^ids, aa opportunity offered, and found that their 
feelings became dipped into sympathy with his own. 
He now perceived that the Divine manifestation which 
had thus visited his mind, was the " beloved Son" in 
whom the Father ia "well pleased" — who, unknown 
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to him, had been with him all his life; and an intinw- 
tion accompanied the discovery, that he would hare to 
declare this truth to his fellow-men. 

In the 6th tnonth,1806, he made his first appearance 

To prepare him for this service, he 

many and deep baptisms. In the midst 

srld and its enjoyments were stripped 

-y with which his youthful imagination 

m. An awful trial also awaited him, 

^mpHshment, broke his attachment to 

J tenderest point, and had well nigh 

his mental and physical powers. This 

event was the sudden death of his amiable wife, which 

occurred in the 9th month of the same year, and left 

him with five children to take care of, the eldest of 

whom was about eleven years old. As descriptive of 

her worth, and his sense of the loss he had sustained, 

we in^rt the following memorandum, made by his 

own hand in the Family Register, a few days after 

her departure; and truly, if the concurrent testimony 

of ^11 who knew her may be depended on, she was 

worthy of this pathetic lamentation. 

" My dearest Mary Stabler, the mother of the above 
named children, the sweet companion in all my joys, 
and endeared soother of all my sorrows, departed this 
life on the 20th of the 9th month, 1806, in the even- 
ing, at or near nine o'clock. Fervent indeed was the 
a&ection which subsisted between us, and unutter- 
ably tender was our sympathy for each other. To 
me she was a crown and bright diadem — a wise 
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couoeellor in every difficulty, — and a brilliant sceptre 
upon which my heart could always lean with inexpres- 
sible confidence in every affliction. From the period 
when she became my beloved companion until the 
aoleam close of time, every action and almost every 
word manifested the dominion of diat Principle in her 
mind, the proper fruits of which are meekness, pa- 
tience, innocence, and Divine charity, — and I doubt 
DOt— Oh! 1 cannot doubt that she is an inmate of that 
region where the righteous shall shine as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father." 

In a letter to his sister-in-law, a few weeks after 
this mournful event, he thus expresses his desolated 
fedings. "My ^irila are, as usual, depressed as 
low as possible, and every emotion of mind which can 
have a tendency to keep them bo, appears to have un- 
divided dominion over mej but chiefly the idea of 
my loel Jove seems to embitter every prospect, and 
Tenders my life a scene of uninterrupted wretched- 
neas. I think it ia now too plain that I loved her 
with an idolatrous afiection. She was too much the 
oentre of all my thoughts, — too entirely my whole 
treasure, or I should find some alleviation, some " day 
faring from (m high," to refresh and correct the weak- 
OMses and wanderings of my heart. But as there is 
00 help Toucheafed to me, I cannot do otherwise than 
submit in the beet nunner that my nature will admit 
of, which is I fear in an improper manner." 

The following letter was written a few months afier 
the foregoing, and condnuee the same melancholy 
Strain. It was addressed to a female friend whe^ like 
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himself had travelled in the vale of sorrow: " Think 
not, my dear sister, seeing -I have received two pre- 
cious communications from thee, and have as yet 
made no reply, that I am therefore insensible of thy 
kindness, or ungrateful for thy sympathy. My emo- 
far different from this; - and I fer- 
in my power to demonstrate my 
g thee a suitable return; but my 
ly such as to make mourning and 
tive language of my heart: and 
uttering its dictates, increase thy 
the time may come, when Divine 
nove the dreadful rod of affliction 
spirit, and enable me experimen- 
rc)/, as well as of _/i«^^e7ii. Should 
ase, and permission be granted, I 
i thee a participator of the good 
thmgs; but I desire no human being to partake un- 
necessarily of the wormwood and the gall: these I 
know are bitter, mournfully bitter; — so much so, that 
under their influence the "soul chooseth strangliog 
and death, rather than life." But the Most High 
b^th an emd to accomplish in all these things. He 
is righteous; and I desire the prayers of all who can 
feel for and pity me, that I may be enabled to sustain 
the oiofti/ trial, until his righteous purposes are efiect- 
ed in thy poor desolate friend E. S." 

But this deep afiliction which he mourned with so 
much feeing and sulimisdve hope, and during which 
the Divine presence was mostly veiled from him, at 
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loogtb performed its office. Hii soul b&d drunk tfae- 
the last of the bitter cup, and it pleased his Heayenly 
Father to eend the "angel" of comfort to "minister 
UDto him." He was now eeneible that the olyect of 
this severe trial was to purify his spirit from the 
things of earth, and bring it into closer oommunion 
with.God — and in Uie fullness of joy at the convio- 
tim, he could truly say, " not my will, but thine be 
done!" This delight&l state however was only as a 
brook by the way, to solace his way-faring soul oa the 
journey of spiritual life. 

Towards the close of the year 1807, in obedience to 
a[^rehended duty, he engaged, in company with two 
Friends from a diMant monthly meeting, in a religious 
visit to the families constituting the meeting to which 
he belonged. This service was accomplished to the 
satisfaction of his friends, and resulted in ^e enlarge- 
ment bf his gift in the ministry. Soon alter the com- 
pletion of these visits, he engaged in a similar concern 
to the families of Friends in Baltimore. He now re- 
sumed bis station in business at home; for which his 
trials had long disqualified him; his children being 
under the care o£ Deborah, the widow of his brother 
William Stabler, and his family consisting of a hou3». 
keeper and two apprentices. His public appearances, 
though seasonable, clear, and impressive, had not been 
frequent; but now his sphere of labour became en- 
laced, and those characteristics of his gift were man- 
' ifested, which afterwards rendered it so eminently 
valuahte. 
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It is believed tbat io the preparation for uaefulnese, 
few have passed diiough more humiliating seasons 
than be did; for, in proportion to the exaltatimi of the 
Divine gift, vas often the abasement of the natural 
man. 

In 1807, during one of those times of desponden- 
his sister-in-law Deborah Stabler, 
himself: " Almost aa soon as 1 got 
3 city of Washington on tlie day 
se, my usual attendant, Zow gpuriti, 
session of my mind, — without any 
w of;' — which gradually increased 
liome, attd then settled into that 
of heart which has been so con- 
te of almost every hour of my life, 
months. I endeavour to submit to 
patience and resignation as possi- 
seasons that I may be blessed in 
the end with that purity of soul which these afflictive 
dispensations are probably designed to effectuate." 
In another, written about the same period, he says, a 
Friend " very unexjiectedly and very acceptably at- 
tended our meeting last fiflh-day. Her testimony 
reached and tendered my heart, which before was 
jkord aa the "nether millsbine." Such are the privi- 
leges of those who have the liberty of sitting with 
" the children," and partaking of the " crumbs which 
fell from their table." My mind has been, perhaps 
generally, more cabn than it was before; yet still I 
moBtly feel as an outcast both from heaven and earth, 
with DO joy either preaent, or in pntped. I am, with 
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tore to my precious diiMreib— the dear representatives 
of their dearer departed mother, — and to thyself and 
children, thy afiectioimte brother, 

Edwabd Stableb." 

His health being now re-established, and his usual 
attention to business resumed, his spirits emerged from 
the deep glpom that had shaded them so loiig; but the 
enjoyments of the domestic circle w 
Duty to his children, and a proper et 
comfort, induced him therefore, in < 
for another companion. He was act 
to move properly in a matter so impo 
weighed it seriously himself, he obt 
and approbation of all concerned. ' 
of his choice was Mary, the dauj 
Hartshome, a Friend who resided nt 
and, on the 2Sth of the 7th month, 1808, according to 
the order of the Society of Friends, he was united to 
her in marriage. This connexion realized the highest 
hopes of himself and his friends, for the second wife 
proved truly a help-meet to him, and a kind mother 
to his children. 

His. gift of the ministry, which was feelingly ac- 
knowledged by Alexandria monthly meeting in the 
10th month, ISOS, and m due time by Fairfax Quar- 
terly meeting of ministers and elders, — now became 
further enlarged; and he frequently felt himself drawn, 
during the remainder of his life, to travel abroad in the 
service of the goepel; and also to labour among hia 
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frieods a^ home, both as a minister and in the admiids- 
tntioD of the salutary discipline of the society. The 
sphere of hia labours was chiefly in the {Northern, 
Eastern and Middle States of this Union. 

In the exercise of the discipline, two subjects repeat- 
edly engaged hia attention during the period between 



perly used, or who dealt in this article. At the conclu- 
sion of their service, the committee reported that "the 
importation of spirituous liquors had nearly ceased, 
and that trading in them had very much declined 
among Friends since the last year; — ^that a sentiment 
in lavour of our testimony was nearly general among 
those who had made them an article of trade; and 
tcaoi evidences of a desire to decline the trade alto- 
gether, they felt authorized to hope &r a further ad- 
vancement." The services of the subject of this me- 
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mMT DQ both these concerns, are believed to have beea 
of great value; for his own deportment was strictly 
ccrrect, and his heart was actuated by ardent desires 
for the happiness of his friends. Labour extended un- 
del: such ii^uencea rarely, indeed we may aay neeer 
fails to produce some good effect. 

The use of ardent spirits as an article of drink, had 
before this time been common among Friends and 
others, and it was customary at weddings to furnish 
wine plentifully to the guests; but <" '*"" moiTiB™ „f 
one of his valued friends, Edward 
him in the support of this tesdmon; 
tained, at that time; by withhold! 
drinks from the wedding table, 
was so singular as doubtless to ind 
of the subject, and whether from tl 
cannot certainly determine, but tl 
disuse among Friends and other re 

The two following letters afford t 
of Edward Stabler's mind about this period. The first 
speaks of his feelings in regard to the services of the 
' committee appointed to visit the families of the monthly 
meeting; and tiie second {which was probably written 
after a visit to his sister-in-law) gives further evidence 
of the deep probation through which he had to pass. 
Increasing spiritual light enabled him, however, to 
draw instruction and strength from bis sufferings. 
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Aleiuidria, 10th of let mo. 1809. 
Dear Sisteb,— 

A committee of our monthly meeting (of which 
thy brother was one) has lately accomplished a general 
visit to the families of Friends. It has been a time of 
renewed strengthening and confirmation to my mind; 
so much so, that I thought I could experimentally adopt 
the language, " Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night showeth knowledge:" — and that not as it re- 
of the outward sun, bat more im- 
ons when the excellent presence of 
eiled {as it relates to us) in dark- 
:pres8ee it, " when he maketh dsrk- 
;, and his pavilion: thick clouds of 
lin, "At the brightness that was be- 
ss was scattered." 
seasons of deep instruction, when 
through the excellent gift of feitii, 
ivery change, and behold his own 
works accomplished by his own power, both in the 
world and in ourselves. For assuredly such shall find 
the verification of the promise, that " while the earth 
remaineth, seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, sum- 
mer and winter, and day and night shall not cease;" — 
and they shall learn to appreciate the value of every 
dispensation, knowing by experience that he is faithful 
who hath promised; and that though it may he expe- 
dient for us that he should go away, yet it is but to 
prepare a better place for us; and that he will come 
again, and take us to himself, that where he is, there 
we may be also. And this I take to be meant not ex- 
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clufflvely of a final entering into "hie rest," but that it 
is accomplished in eveiy season When we are by his 
blessed Spirit baptized into a conforniity with all his 
various states of suffering, as preparatory to a partici- 
^tioD of his states of glorification. 

Thy Tery afiectionate brother, 

Edvabs Stabler. 

AleundiM, 30lh of 6II1 mo. 1809. 
Deab Sisteh, — 

I have nothing to say for myself that 1 know 
of— but that I have been since my return home very 
generally clothed with sackcloth, — which, as usual, I 
have not been able to hide as I should do, owing per- 
haps to the rents (which are too many) in the upper 
garments. I know not that the world ie able to dis- 
cover my r^al situation, or it might perhaps operate as 
a discouragement to thoae who are but beginners io 
the spiritual-life. But as it is certain "the children 
of the bride-chamber cannot mourn while the bride> 
groom is with them," so it appears to me impossible 
that they should not fa^ and mourn when he is re- 
moved from them: — and perhaps the charge, "wash 
thy &ce, and anoint thy head, and appear not unto 
men to fast," has its fulfilment when we keep our sor>- 
rows to ourselves, without endeavouring to exhibit them 
to others to excite either (heir admiration or their eym- 
pathy; which ap^rs to constitute Ihafwbioh is for- 
bidden, — "for they disfigure their faces thai they may 
appear unto men iofatt." I believe there is more cause 
to rejoice than to grieve, when we can get low enough 
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to perceive that suffering and poverty of spirit are dis- 
pensed to us in regard to all our mental faculties, be- 
cause they have so obviously a tendency to divest the 
mind of arrc^nce and self-sufiiciency, and enable it 
to receive the most precious of all wisdom and conso- 
lation, the revelation of him who is " meek and lowly 
in heart." By this means true peace is found to the 

M. that I oilen think of her for good, 
1, And let her not count it strange 
fiery trial which has and will come 
her, for no strange thing hath happen- 
he very same things are accomplished 
)f her heavenly Father. And as he 
y that we take, when he hath tried us 
forth as gold, — which is (as I appre- 
f dross. And as gold has to be melted 
a while there is any dross, or else it 
th as pure gold, so it is with ua. These 
sent for this very purpose, to bum up 
all the pride and wickedness of our nature; and they 
must be repeated as often as there is any of it to con. 
sume; " For he that iwm letteth will let (that is, the 
obstruction to our progress will continue,) until the 
man of sin be fully revealed," not in part only, but 
"fully." And this we know cannot be done at once, 
therefore he that letteth or obstructeth rune, will con- 
tinue to let or obstruct, until the very last part of the 
sinful principle is revealed; and then, as he did to the 
fi^st he will also do to the last, "he will consume him 
with the spirit of his mouth, and destroy him with the 
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brightness of his ootning. Then the triumphBDt situa- 
tion will follow, which all this "war and rumour of 
war" was producing, viz : "All old Uiings shall be done 
away, and all things shall become new, and all thinge 
of God." Here then, "is the patience and faith of the 
saints, — tiiat they endure this fight of aflliotions, keep- 
ing their wills steadfast on the Lord's side, and then, 
whatever may happen, it will be well with them." 
Farewell, affectionately, 

EswAKD Stabler. 

In the 4th month of the year 1610, he obtained a 
minute to visit the Yearly Meeting of Friends in Vir- 
ginia, and to attend to some religious servieee widiin 
the limits of Cedar Creek monthly meeting, in com- 
pany with his sister-in-law, Deborah Stabler. The 
service was performed; and in the 6th month of the 
same year, he returned. the minute with an endorse- 
ment made by direction of the Yearly Meeting, stating 
that his company and gospel labours had been accept- 
able and edifying. 

While engaged in this journey he wrote the follow- 
ing letter to his wife: 

Petenbar^, Sth ma ITlh, 18ia 
We have not had leisure at any time since we left 
home and when we were within reach of a post office, 
to write to thee; but my dear Mary may be assured 
that she and our precious little ones have often, very 
often been the subjects of my thoughts; and as I have 
no doubt that thy meditatims have equally dwelt on 
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US, I feel it incumbent on me to embrace the fiiet lei- 
sure tc inform thee of our prepress. 

We have come thus far without accident, and with 

my mind much more at eaae than I oould have expect- 

«d, conddering the situation in which I left our little 

Mary. But a constant hope has been present, that her 

rt continuance; and as the sense 

le visit in ■piospect, has continued 

think with increafong clearness, 

le more easy to be absent from 

. f left thee, my dear children,. 

er the protection of a kind Provi- 

s blessed me beyond my merits. 

have both enjoyed uninterrupted 

30 used to travelling that we are 

fittigue. 

house of an old acquaintance in 
first dr^w the breath of this life. 
a matter worthy of gratitude, that 
ir kuew me seems glad to see me 
again, even the block people, yet it does not feel like 
, home, nor are there any of those kindred emotions 
which the heart delights to feel, where with an out- 
ward acquaintance there is also a unity of soul. 

1 shall feel very anxious when I return to Richmond, 
to receive a particular account of every thing pertain- 
ing to my precious femily, and also of thy journey to 
the Quarterly meeting, and our sister Rebecca Miller's 
health. 

Love salutes you all from thy very affectionate hus- 
band, EnWAKD SliBLBE. 
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Between the 4th moDthofthft year 1810 and the 1st 
numth of 1813, he was again several times engaged in 
service, as a member, of coOimittees, on deficiencies in 
the attendance of meetings, and some remaining delin- 
quencies in the support of our testimony against the 
improper use of spirituous liquors. The report of one 
of these committees to the monthly meeting in the 7th 
month, ISIO, concludes with the following expressions: 
"The affectionate manner in which our visits were 
generally received, together with the state of Divine 
favour afforded to our minds while engaged in paying 
them, have encouraged us to hope that a renewed at- 
tention to the important duty of attending meetings, 
will become the ctmceni of those we have visited. In 
regard to the other subject we can only say, we be- 
lieve our testimony is not losing ground." 

That Divine favour ia afforded to the mind while 
engaged in acts of dnty,iis a tmth, not only confirmed 
by the experience of the subject of this memoir, as 
here recorded, but by that of all virtuous men. The 
holy scriptures abound in evidences to this truth, from 
the life of the first man to that of the last whose expe- • 
rienoe is ret»rded in the volume. Indeed the evidence 
is so clear, that the human soul communicates with its 
Heavenly Parent, that the wonder is how any rational 
being can doubt the fact. Some reject the proffered 
instruction, and thus acknowledge its offer; - and in 
some the voice of the internal monitor is drowned in 
the tumult of passion and excitement: but when the 
cool of the evening succeeds to the heat of the day, 
the voice of reproof, of instmction, of persuasion, is 
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heard again. On this Divine oommunion, and obe- 
dience to the will of God thus immediately revealed, 
depends our present and everlasting happiness. 

The obligation to attend religious meetings, is a sub- 
ject which has long et^ngfid the minds of Friends cod- 
cemed for the welfare of the Society. . It stands ou the 
same foundation with our duty to perform other acts of 
righteousness, to wit, the love of God, and the love of 
man; and until this blessed feeling acquires dominion 
in the heart, the service can never be rightly perfonn- 
ed. A full conviction of this truth was the moving 
^ring to the actions of Edward Stabler in all his re- 
ligious undertakings. At an early period of his reli- 
gious course, - ajler his mind had received the first 
awakening visitation of INvine love, this subject deep, 
ly interested his feelings; and in the contemplation of 
it while under a preparation br the gospel ministry, 
his soul being absorbed in heavenly love, it followed 
him in sleep and prompted the most delightful visions. 

The foundation assumed above for religious worship, 
may seem to be narrow and exclusive; but its verity is 
. sustained by the experience of all who have tasted of 
Divine communion. Many are ab«cted to the house 
of worship by curiosity;— some, by a desire to see and 
to be seen;~^>theis are impelled by the force of habil, 
or the influence of tradition, or superstition;— -the ac- 
knowledged influence of superiors may insensibly com- 
mand the youthful mind;— 4nd some may.be moved 
by the desire of applause, or the hypocritical workings 
of self-interest. In all these cases, and in every other 
we may justly say, "verily they have their reward:" 
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but the *'dew of Hermou" will only descend upon: that 
mount "wliere the Lord eommandsA the blessing." 

In the year 1812, during a war in which the United 
States'were engaged, the exac^ons of military power 
became a subject of concem to the monthly meetii^, 
because it was feared that some of the flock might wa- 
ver in the support of our righteous testimony against 
that great evil. A committee was appointed, of which 
Edward Stabler was oae, to pay such attention to the 
subject as it might require. Their report introduced 
the meeting into solemn exercise; and' the members 
individually were affectionately advised, diligently to 
ermine whether they were duly attentive and obe- 
dient to the monitiona of Timth against uniting in war, 
or in any way yielding to military requisitions. It 
appeared by a subsequent statement of the committee, 
that eleven Friends had suffered by the loss of pro- 
perty, and two by imprisonment; and that the mem- 
bers were generally taithful in the support of our re- 
ligious testimonies. The above sufferings are not 
recorded because the Society of Friends believe them- . 
selves peculiar subjects of distress in war. We know 
that the consequeuces, moral and physical, are geq- 
erally calamitous, both to individuals and nations; and 
we cannot therefore but desire the advent of diat glori- 
ous day, in which the " people shall beat their swords 
into plough shares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks," when " naUon shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shaU they learn war any more."— 
Isaiah, o. ii, v. 4. 
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The letter which foHows, gives some account of the 
ctHiditioii of Alexandria at one time dicing the war, 
viz: 

Alezandiu, 9th mo. 31k, IBl*. 
My deak Friends, — 

To sympathizing minds like yours I need not say 
how grateful your letter was to my feelings, though 
I waa away from town at the time of its arrival, 
and engaged in the (to nature) mournful employ- 
ment of nursing three sick children; two of whom 
were Ul, and one extrem^y so. But all thanka to 
the gracious Preserver and Protector, they are all so 
&r on the recovery as to leave my mind free from 
anxiety on account of their sickness. Equally to be 
commemorated, and with equal gratitude to the same 
Divine Power (since it was he alone to whom we were 
indebted for it) is the preservation of our city from 
outrage and pillage; at any rate, from such a degree 
of it as was to be expected from persons coming in the 
character of enemies. No personal insult, nor even 
indecorum was oflered to the inhabitants, — their dwell- 
ings were not visited, nor their household property 
molested. They took flour, tobacco, cotton, groceries, 
and shipping, to an amount it is supposed of less than 
two hundred thousand dollars; which is a loss so very 
inconsiderable, compared to what we m^ht have suf- 
fered, that it really looks astonishing wiien I reflect 
upon it. But greatly consolatory and confirming (in 
relaiirat to the rectitude and efficacy of that kind of 
conduct which is ,tbe fruit of christian princi[Je) is 
the consideration of the means made use of by Divine 
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Goodness to produce this marvellous preaervation.— 
The previous attack on Washington had called away 
from A4exaudria all the military men and military 
apparatus^ so that when the English squadron ar- 
rived before the town, there was nothing in the pow- 
er of the remaining citizoia but to meet them in the 
spirit of unresisting negociation. By this course, all 
irritation on both parts w^ prevented; and instead of 
the " confused noise and garments rolled in blood," 
which characterize the warrior and his employnkent, 
and which there is abundant reason to apprehend 
would have been the consequence, had there been a 
military force here on their arrival, — their conduct was 
respectful and decorous; and instead of that exulta- 
tion and triumph which expands the heart of a soldier 
when he encounters and overcomee a force like his 
own, these were evidently dejected and averse to what 
they were doing; and the officers, upon more occa- 
sions than one, expressed that they " felt like robbers, 
and scoundrels" in thus taking away the property of 
unoffending individuals. 

" These are the Lord's doings, and are marvellous 
in our eyes." And as he is able to protect to the Utter- 
most, he is worthy to be trusted in, yea, though he 
should in his infinite wisdom see meet to permit a 
scene of desolation yet to be our portion, his blessed 
power is able to make " all things work together for 
good" to those who love him. And I feel thankM 
for the desire which now pervades my heart, that he 
may qot permit "tribulation, or distress, or oakedneaa, 
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or famine; or peril, or sword," to separate my spirit 
Jrom his love. 

1 often think of a number of my dear friends in Wil- 
mington, and always with afTeclionate desires for their 
welfare. The little company which so often met us at 
your house, 1 wish to be remembered to individually. 

For yourselves, I think you both know that 1 love 
you with that degree of sincerity which enables me to 
su))ecribe myself, with much truth of affection, 
Your friend, 

Edward Stablbb. 

The death of a beloved sister-in-law called forth the 
following letter: 

Aluondrin, ISth mo. SSlh, ItilS. 
My deab Brother, — 

I have it not in my power to do more than share 
afieotionately in your sorrows, on the mournful event 
of which thy last letter apprised me. 1 nevertheless 
feel a near sympathy for all the near connections of 
our dear deceased sister; — and the fervent desire of 
my heart is that they may l>e supported and enabled 
to "glorify their Lord in the fires;" — not doubting 
that all will be found in the end to "work tf^ether for 
good." 

These awful and afflicting privations are indeed 
terrible to flesh and blood! When the earth is thus 
shaken at the point of its dearest attachment, who can 
feel the commotion and not tremble? But the sublime 
and ever interesting truth is, that there remains some- 



Diaitizc^db, Google 



58 MBMOIK OF EDWABD ST.1BL£B. 

thing through it all "which oannot be shaken;": — and 
the less that is eacumbered, the more ra^tidly will it 
ascend to "where it was hefbre" it became a birth in 
our nature. And as it is thus lifted up in any human 
soul, there it will lead captivity captive, and give gifts 
unto such; even new and precious gifts of knowledge, 
love, purity, and holiness; — that where it is in its king- 
dom, there they niay Iw'also. 

I tiiiok my mind had a preeage, upon parting with 
thee and our dear children, of something that would be 
trying to our tenderest feelings. - 1 do not recolleet that 
I ever parted with you before, with the same kind of 
sensations, — which evidently included a supplication 
for your preservation — and I think, not more for my 
own dear child than for the rest of you. A renewal 
of this clothes my mind now while I am .engaged ip. 
addressing thee; and I desire, with much sincerity of 
afiection for you, and concern for myself, that the va- 
rious dispensations of infinite Wisdom towards us, may 
produce that entire dedication of heart to his requir. 
ings, which will lead us to behold the hand of a most 
merciful Parent in all which he permits to befall us. 
Thy afiectiooate brother, 

Edwabd Staslbs. 

In the 4th month of the year 1814, Edward Stabler 
obtained the unity of his friends with a prospect of 
visiting the Ye&rly Meeting of our brethren of New 
- York; and also pf a]1pointing such meetings on his 
way as might, in the openings of Truth, appear to be 
his duty. The service was performed to his satbf^c- 
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tion, and that of the Prienda he visited, as appears hy 
their endorsement on his minute. While on this jour- 
ney, he wrote the following letter to hia wife : 

Fhil>d>.,jth mo. Ttb, 1BI4. 
Thy two letters, my dear Mary, of the 30th of last 
month and the 3rd of the present, I received to-day on 
my arrival in this city; and while I acknowledge my 
gratitude to the Fountain of Divine Goodness for your 
general welfare, I feel the current of my tender affec- 
tion to flow toward thee and my precious children. 
After I wrote from New York, my time l)ecame so 
much occupied as to afibrd no leisure to write again 
until now. 

I attended all the sittings of the Yearly Meeting in 
New York, and on aec<n]d-day left that city for Locust 
. Grove; and the next day attended a meeting at Rah- 
way which was appointed for our friend Micajah Col- 
lins and myself. The nest day we attended a meeting 
at Plainfield, where, as at Rahway, there was a lai^e 
assembly of people. From Plainfield we went to New 
Bnmswick, where a meeting was appointed for us in 
the evening; and (he next morning we were at Friends' 
meeting at Stony Brook, and in the evening attended a 
meetiDg at Princeton, appointed for the town's people. 
It was largely attended, and eventually proved a solemn 
and edifying seastm. 

I felt the separation from several dear friends who 
parted from me at Trenton, as a trial; for their com- 
pany and the unity of their spirits had been exceed- 
ingly comfortable to me. On coming to Abington in 
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Pennsylvania, information was difiused through the 
neighbourljood of our intention to be at meeting the 
next day, and there was a large collection of people) 
in whose minds an open door was found, and some of 
the pfecious truths of religion were largely opened to 
my own admiration, and received by the audience with 
that deep and solemn attention which I hope will, in 
some degree, prove an assurance that it will not be all 
lost labour. In the aflemoon of the same day, we at- 
tended a large public meeting appointed for us in Ger> 
mantown, which appeared to be a hard, exercisiiig 
meeting. 

This morning we came to Philadelphia in time to 
attend the North meeting; vrhere my precious Master 
ftvoured me to open and deliver to the audience (a 
very large one) some deeply interesting doctrines, re- 
lative to his own pure offspring in the minds of the 
children of men. Several concurrent testimonies were 
borne afler me; and the meeting concluded under a 
precious covering of that solemnity which is the crown 
of our assemblies. 

I should not mention a slight heemorrhage which I 
have had, if 1 did not value the existence of that pre- 
cious confidence which has always subsisted between 
us, and which ought to be maintained inviolate. 

My love salutes all my precious children, and I am, 
my dear Mary, with much affection, thy own 

Edward Stableb. 

Among the subjects which were recommended by 
the Yearly Meeting of Baltimore, in the fall of 1814, 
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to the notice of the Quarterly and monthly meetings 
was that of schools; aocf the subject of our narratfre 
was appointed one of a committee by the monthly 
meeting of Alexandiria, io inquire into the practica- 
bility of establishing an institution of this kind under 
its control. The report of the committee (which was 
chiefly prepared by him) contains the following inter- 
esting views, viz: 

" In deliberating on the subject of schools, the com- 
mittee have been forcibly impressed with the very 
great importance and necessity of an increased atten- 
tion to^the subject generally; as the education of our 
precious of&pring in those kinds 'of knowledge which 
eminently contribute to their becoming useful to them- 
selves and others in this life, is unquestionably the 
most valuable patrimony in that respect which can be 
bestowed upon them. But when we contemplate the 
still more interesting consequences which are connect- 
ed with the acquisition of literary and scientific know, 
ledge, from the associations which are formed, and the 
examples which are exhibited to the susceptible and 
imitative minds -of children, and the obvious tendency 
of these to foster and encourage the growth of tempers 
and principles, with bH their extensive and powerful 
influences upon the virtue, the character, and the hap- 
piness of human beings, in all their relations, — we ap- 
prehend it would be difficult, if not impossible, to ex- 
press in an adequate manner the great importance of 
securing~to Our children, by every practicable method, 
the. advantages of a well ordered education. It must 
therefore be left with the minds of parents to reflect. 
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that as -tbejr value the welfare of tiieir eodeared c& 
aprii^ ia eveiy respect, it is iacumbent upon them to 
atteod.with j«newed interest to this important medium, 
through which ao uuraerous a train o[ benehls or dis- 
advantages may accrue to then). 

The diSerence between an ignorant and a well^edu- 
oaled mind, b at once great and conspicuous. With 
natural talents of the same order, the one is confined to 
a limited sphere, of uaefulnese, and is dependent upon 
others for many of the indispensable t^ces of social 
life; while the other hy the acquisition of knowledge 
becomes -enable of emplpyment, productive not mily. 
of immediate and great advantages to himself, buf his 
capacity for usefulnese becomes in eyery respect pro- 
portionabty extended in relation to his family, to his 
&iends, to his neighbours, and to the world. 

But the acquisition of knowledge may become an 
evil instead of a good, if it be derived through impure 
channels, or if it be associated with corrupt principles; 
and of this truth there are unhappily too many in- 
stances, which, as obvious examples, should operate to 
guard against those causes, which thus by a mournful 
perversion oonvert a blessing into a calamity, and 
change an instrument of so great usefulpess into an 
agentof misery and corruption. This view impressive- 
ly suggests the necessity of instituting select schools 
under well qualified teachers in membership with us, 
and to. be superintended by committees of the Society, 
in every situation where it may be practicable. And 
though this may involve some increase of pecuniary 
expenditure, yet it is confidently believed, that in no 
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way oou]d numey be 'apf)lted which would be prodsc- 
tive of so valuable an interest to our offipiii^, aa when 
thus disbursed for the purpose of storing their nunds 
with useful knowledge and virtuous principles; upon 
the possession of which so large a share of oomfbit aoid 
enjoynent evidently depeods." 

The interest which was felt by the subject of this 
narrative in the welfere of his fellow-creatures, as his 
tnind advanced in the path of righteousness, caused his 
feelings oflen to expand beyond the limits of hb own 
religious society. Under an impresaon df duty, there- 
fore, in the 4di month of the year 1816, he Opened to 
the view of the monthly meeting, a ctmceni whidi he 
had feu fer some time to visit the Yearly Meeting of 
Rhode Island, then near at hand, and to atteod rad 
app«»nt meetings within its timits, aa also within the 
verge of New Yorit and Philadel[dua Yearly Meetings. 
This GODcera met with the sympathy and cMtcurreoee 
of his friends, and he was liimishcd with a certific«te . 
recommending him to proceed "ondw the »fiiHn«e «f 
beet wisdom." 

This visit occupied about fonr months, and gave rise 
to the formation of acquaintaecea wiiioh ooBttnued to 
be sul^ects of pleaeang reflection dnriiig the rerounder 
of his life. He was iavonred with ttw company of an 
elder from another monthly meeting, who waa weU 
qualified to hold up his hands in seaams of diseonr^e- 
nwnt, and to guard him from the dai^r of se1f.«ialta- 
tion by reason of the "abundaiute of revel atiehs." 
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Some <?f the letters to his femily, during thia long 
abmnce, are preserved. They show the eameatness 
with which he was engaged in his Maeter's service, — 
the affection he felf for those among whom he travel- 
led, — and the grief which at times found way to his 
heart on account of the separation from thosehe held 
most dear on earth.- The following was written at 
New Bedford, in the State of MassacbusBtt«, on the 
IQth of the 6th month, 1815. 

"I received my dear Mary's Metier of the Sth, the 
day I left Newport; and while I felt it as a cause for 
gratitude to the Divine Fountain, that thou and our 
dear little Sardh had been favoured to recover IrtHn 
your sickness, it made my heart ache to think I was 
BO far from you, and that whatever might be the dis- 
tress of any of my precious ones, I could not be near 
to afibrd that affectionate sympathy and assistance, 
which is so mutualfy grateful and consoling under the 
pressure of affliction. But 1 must leave the matter in 
the Divine Hand, nnd endeavour to trust to his kind- 
nesB and goodness for your preservation. 

The day after I wrote to thee from New York, we 
went on board the packet, and had a precious company 
of Friends along, who constituted a very pleasant socie- 
ty, and we were favoured with a &ir wind all the 
way. I was not sea-sick, though I sufiered some in- 
convenience for several days alter I landed, from gid- 
diness arising from the motion of the vessel. 

I have been recdved with abundant kindness where 
ever I have been; indeed, in many cases it has' been 
an inconvenienoe from the difficulty of putting by the 
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ToKoy invitations whiofa could not he eomplied With. 
We came to this place on seventh-day last, where ir# 
were most hospitaUy entertained at the bouse of our 
hind friend William Rotch, junr., «nd indeed by alt 
the rest of the Friends here. I attended two nwettngft 
here yesterday, which were large and satia&otory; 
and have appointed one to be held this evening fbt'ftte 
inhabitants of the place. There ar« several mee^gs 
in this neighbourhood which 1 expect to attend, and 
shall probably have a meeting at Bosttm on next first- 
day, and afterwards at Salem; which, ao lar as t can 
now see, will be the extent of my eastern journey. 

I do not find that absence in any degree abated my 
affection. My love is towards all my friends of Alex- 
andria, and often does my mind visit them with i^c- 
' tionale solicitude and desire, that they as well as my 
own dear family may be preserved in the possession 
of those things which will contribute, in the greatest 
possible degree, to their happiness. To our relations' 
I wi^ thee to present my afiectimiate remembrance, 
and to my dear friends as they inquire aftier me; but 
to J(^n Janney and Elisha C. t)ick, I wi^ to be M- 
tnembered, whether they ask after me or not. I re- 
member with gratitude the kindness and sympathy of 
my friends toward a poor, exercised brother. To my 
dear children and nephew ^dward, the 'renewed ex- 
pressbn of my love can hardly be necessary, though I 
hei it to flow towards them in an undiminished stream. 
To thee also it is not necessary to say. With how great 
irincerity of love I am thy own 

Edwakd Stablee." 
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, On the 20th of the 7th month, he wrote the follow- 
ing from Poughkeepsie ; 

" My last ■ letter was written from Providence io 
Khode Island oo the 4th instant; since whea we have 
gooe regularly on, having meetings where the state 
of exercise pointed out the expediency and propriety 
of appointing them. We had a number in the State of 
Connecticut amongst the Presbyterians, I hope to some 
good efiect; and one in the city of Hartford, which 
though very hard and exerciamg in the beginning, was 
nevertheless in the end, through Divine favour, crown- 
ed with a solemnity and state of feeling which I oon- 
aidered an abundant compensation for all I had gone 
through to obtain it. 

The next day aller I wrote my last letter to thee, I 
was taken with a hoarseness, I believe in consequence ' 
of getting wet in a shower, which rendered it difficult 
to speak above a whisper; and at that time 1 had four 
meetings appointed which w£re to be- attended every 
day in succession for four days. My mind was much 
clothed with dejection in consequence of this disease, 
(but I was in good health in every other respect) on 
account of the apparent impossibilty of spefcking to an 
audience so as to l>e heard, if there should.be anything 
given me to communicate. But, blessed be the name 
of the Holy Helper, I was enabled, to my own admira- 
tion, in the very first meeting not only to speak aucjibly, 
but such was the solemn covering which was over us 
during a period of more than two hours, that when the 
meeting concluded in the usual way, the people all 



it^^Ziooglc 



LKTTSR OF ESWABD STABLBK. 61 

kept their eeata until Friend* were nearly out of tKe 
meeting house. * # # 

1 know that I ought to resign you all to the protec- 
tkin of the Divine Parent, who has so long and bo emi- 
Rently preserved us tlirough difficulties; but such is 
the ardency of my ftttachment to all of yoUj and so 
necessary is your preservation to my happiness, that I 
cannot at all times help indulging an over-degree of 
ansiety upon the subject. * * I expect to write to 
thee again from New York, when 1 shall probably 
have it in my power to .mention with more precision 
where thou mayest direct to me aiierwards. I shall 
expect lo receive in New York, not only letters from 
thee but from my dear Elizabeth, or Anna, or William, 
or all of them. - 

Farewell, one and all; you are dearer than language 
can express to the heart of your affectionate 

Eqwabd Stableb." 



The following letter was addressed to two intimate 

friends in Wilmington, Delaware, during this journey: 

^iighkeepeie, 7(li mo. SOlh, 1S15. 

The kind salutation of my endeared friends met our 
hands at New Bedford; and the situation in which they 
know such poor wanderers as we are almost continu- 
ally placed, will I know divest their minds of any um- 
brage at so much time having elapsed without noticing 
to theip, in reply, the gratification which it gave us. 
You have been much the associates of my reflections 
since I parted with you, and your ideas have never 
been presented to the view of my mind, unaccompa- 
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nied by that frieDdly endearmeDt which inide them 
precious to my feelings. 

The privilege of thus conversing with those we love 
hy a medium purely spiritual, is indeed « great one, 
and the advantages which are thus mutually in o«r 
power, are really important. What a favour it ie to a 
mind under the pressure of afflictive feelings, when the 
idea of an absent friend comes into view, and hrii^ 
with it the recollection of a train of incidents which, 
for a season, dispel the gloom, and decorate the soene 
with new and vivid images, upon which reposiiig as 
upon a flowery bank in a wilderness, it becomes at 
once delighted and refreshed ! Such, my dear frietids, 
has often been the efiecl of my mental conunanioD 
with you. And though I suppose we have not had to 
wibiess any thing in the course of our travels which 
is not "common to man" when thus engaged, yet we 
have &und enough both of depression aitd affliction, as 
we have been introduced into a feeling with the situa^ 
tion of the precious "seed of the kingdom" in the hearts 
of the people, to make eve^y cordial from heaven or 
earth truly acceptable. 

We have had many meetings in di^rent places 
among Friends and others; and through all have had 
cause to know that though of ourselves we can do noth- 
ing, yet we are made able "to do all things through 
Chiist" when he is mercifully disposed to help us. 
And one thing I have had very frequently to observe 
with much interest, that however defective the mem- 
bers of our Society maybe, and really are in fitithfiitly 
maintaining our testimonies, imd living according to 
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our high and, holy profession, bo, as often to make our 
meetings when exclusively with them very dull and 
inanimate, — yet wherever Friends have long been set- 
tled, and we had meetings which have been largely at- 
tended by other people, there has been in almost every 
instance the most striking evidence of a preparation of 
heart among' such (which was not to be found among 
those who had been without such an intercourse with 
our Society) for the reception of the truths of the gospel. 
Among such as these there was felt an open door, both 
in respect to feeling and communication, which was 
concurrently endearing and solemn; and this brings to 
my mind the «xpressions of the prophet, concerning 
the effects which follow where a "root of Jesse" shall 
stand for an ensign to the people: "Unlo him," he 
says, "shall the gentiles seek, and bis reat shall be 
glorio™." 

It haa been now a «onaiderable time (almost a, month) 
mace I heard from my dear family, nor do I expect to 
hear from them until i get to New York, which will 
probably be a week longer. The last accounts slated 
them to be all in good health, except my youngest little 
boy who was poorly. My heart feela very anxious 
about them, but I endeavour to give them up as well as 
I may to the kind protection of the Divine Preserver; 
being abundantly aasured that he is able, if it is seen 
best by his infinite wisdom, to keep them so that noth- 
ing shall happen to harm them. 

If my cousin I. B. and his &mily have yet settled 
in Wilmington, please to remember my cousin R. and 
myself affectionately to all of them. It is likewise pre- 
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aented by both of U8 very dfiecUonately to you, and to 
all inquiring friends among you; and I know yon will 
believe tRe sincerity and truth of regard with wbioh I 
am your friend, 

Edwaxd Stabler. 

A few years before the present period, two strati* 
gera from Boston, a young man in delicate bealtk, 
and his wife. Waited Alexandria, and were introduced 
to the &mily of Edward Stabler. Their aUraotiotis, 
both personal and mental, were ahore the oommon 
order, and a strong mutual attachment tocik place be- 
tween the parties. A friendly owreapondeitcfl was 
kept up after the departure of the strai^rs; and M 
the death of the young man which oocurred hi a short 
time, bis widow sought relief from her sorrows in th* 
sympathy of her distant friend. Re intended to enjoy 
the satidaction of paying her a visit on his late jour- 
ney, but he was prevented ia the maimei related in 
the following letter. 

Aleiuidrli, 9tb mo. liOt, 1818. 

It was not less a disappointment to me, my betored 
friend, than it appears to have been to thyself, that 1 
did not gel to See thee when at Boston — and 1 wa« 
only reconciled to die privation, by the circDmgMnc* 
of its being inevitable. I made as much inquiry OOD- 
ceming thee and the place of tiiy residence, as I Veil 
could, during my short continuance there, but i«ceiv- 
ed no information by which I could find eitbeh I 
left BosttHi with regretful feelings oa this account; Sat 
it was among the mournfully pleasing gratifioatimia 
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which I utiioipated when 1 had a prospect of being 
^etK, that I should' probably see the dear Jriend, for 
whom a qMHitaneouB attachment was felt from the 
iinrt ot OUT acquaintaoce. 

In reapect to the *etierB, the awful privation tbou 
hast had to austain (and of which 1 was eariy inibrm. 
«d) in the loss of thy greatest eartiiiy treasure, I ban 
apiH'eciate the state of thy feelings by the standard of 
my own afllictive experience. 1 hare known, my be- 
loved friend, thai sickness of the heart, which tunis 
from pn^red pleasure with loathing, because of the 
lees of that endeared object of my afiection which 
gave to all my joys their relish, — and for which alT 
other things were chiefly desirable. But the ways of 
the Divine Paraid, though ofien iuBcrutabte, are al> 
ways the result of infintta goodness, guided by infinite 
wisdom : — and surely it is not the least of his wonders 
that he often causes those distressing dispensations, so 
inctanprehenable to the limited understandings of his 
creatures, to work for them " a &r more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory," by detaching their at- 
tention in this way from the "things which are seen," 
the most exquisite of which " are temporal," in order 
to their becoming acquainted with those " things which 
are iiot seen," and which " are. etemaiy Among the 
former of these, the heart is acquainted with nothing 
which exceeds in value, or in the reality of poasessicm, 
those precious connections which are the objects of 
domestic endearment. But how mournfully evident 
it is, that these also, " like the morning cloud and the 
early dew," are transient and perishable; — and in - 
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proportion to their iorelineas and our consequent at- 
tocfament to them, is the agonizing extent of that 
chasm wliich is left in the mind when they are taken 
from us. But in the liOter and more sublimely inter- 
esting scene, — all is equally certain, — and all is du- 
rable. For as this world, with its changeable and 
fluctuating materials, is the region of the former,-— 
which necessarily rises and falls— subsists and per- 
ishes — with the things upm which it is dependant;— <- 
so there is a spiritual region, with which we stand 
continually connected by our minds, — and with which 
(were we equally attentive to the impressions made 
upon them) we> should know a communiou, with as 
much certainty as we know the things of the outward 
world by attending to our outward senses. 

An acquaintance with this is what the christian re- 
ligion proposes: — it is what the illustrious Paul allu- 
ded to, by "the things which are not seen." An 
intimacy with this enabled him to " glory in his tribu- 
lations," and rejoice "in the cross of Christ," by which 
the world was crucified to him, and he to the worid! 
In this school he learned the delightful truth, " that 
though the outward house of this tabeinacle dissolve, 
he had a house, a building of Giod not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens;" — and which, oa ac- 
count of its transcendent glory, qualified him to esti- 
mate the present afflictions which are lent for a mo- 
ment, as not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which should be revealed in him, when his attention 
became detracted from outward things. 
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And I am persuaded that the affiictitms which a/e 
di^>eiised by the Author of mercy to the children of 
men, are intended for the benevolent purpose of call- 
ing the atteotkm of their nunds from the world which 
is without them, to that whi(^ is withia them; — where 
the revetaticm of his spiritual wisdom is known, and 
his 'glories manifested, — where the soul is enabled to 
feed upon food appropriate to its nature, — to partake 
of " that bread which cometh down from heaven and 
giveth life to the world." " Not (says our Saviour) 
as your fathers did eat manna and are dead; he that 
eateth of this bread shall live forever." To this bless- 
ed aod all interesting scene of consolation, I can with 
confidence commend my dear afflicted friend, as unto a 
fountain most precious, from which light, and life, and 
joy, in a confluent current forever issue, as a " river 
of the- water of life" — which Arst reiines and then pu- 
ri(ies,-~-ennobIes and exalts the soul which drinks of 
its life-giving stream. It successively changes " from 
glory to glory," until the entire transformation from 
the image of the earthly to the image of the heavenly, 
is accomplished: — and then cometb the glorious end 
when the Divine sovereignty is established in the hu- 
man soul, and "<iiod is all in all." I think I am 
authorized by die aSeotionate feelings of my heart 
toward thee, to say that I always shall be, with great 
sincerity, thy friend, 

Edwabd Stabler. 

The feelings of our beloved relative had now be- 
come so deeply interested in the welfere of all within 
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the circle of hia acquaintance, that he was much em- 
ployed, during the remainder of his life, in devoting 
the rich treasures of his esperience to their use. 

Copies of some of hia letters were retaioed by him- 
self, and the originals of oUiers preserved by those who 
reCcired them. Of these lettns we shall insert many 
in the remaining portion o£ this volume. 

The following was addressed to a friend who was- 
labouring under depression. 

' AkxADdrii, 10th ma Q4tll, 1815. 
My deak Feibnd,— *■ 

I am renewedly CMifirmed in the sentimeiit, that 
thy impoverished and desolate state of feeling, so em- 
phatically described,-"ia so far from being an evidence 
that thou art forsaken, that agreeably to my judgment 
it places thee in the situation so ofien pronounced' AZcm- 
ed by infinite Wisdom. Who, my dear friend; can with 
truth be called mourners, hut those who mourat and 
thou kuowest we none of us mourn without some cause, 
and that cause must be in its nature contrary to odr 
desires. And when we sorrow because we are not as 
pure, as righteous, as heavenly-minded, as we wish to 
be, does not this very state demonstrate that purity, 
rigliteoueness, and heavenly-mindedness, are the ob- 
jects of our desires? To this state the Redeemer of 
" the world has said, " Blessed cure they who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for th^ shall be filled. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for their's is the king- 
doni of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted." 
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U is by this process that our minds c«ne to witness 
those seals to be op«ied, by -which the mystery of god- 
liness is " hidden frran the wise and prudent," — and 
that we learn the practical distinction between a mind 
rejoicing in its own righteousnesa, the work of its own 
hands, and that righteousness which- is of God; and 
which, like the new heavens and the new earth, is 
erected upon the ruins of the old : — the first must pass 
away before the second can be established. And this 
glorious consummation, which is worthy of all the 
sacrifices that are made to, obtain it, necessarily in- 
volves in its progress the destruction of many thltigs 
to which the heart is attached. And as the precious 
ccmsequences cannot beseen at the time of the sacri- 
fice, it is no wonder that the mind la filled with lamen- 
tation, like "Rachel mourning for her children because 
they are not." Yet these are the immediate associates 
of the Etedeemer's presence, who is by this way begin- 
ning and carrying on the work of the soul's redemption; 
gradually putting down all authority, all rule, and all ■* 
power, that he may establish the Divine sovereignty in 
the heart, and that "God may be all in all." Under 
this state there arises that " pure river of the water of 
life, clear as crystal, (that is, divested of all impurity) 
upon either side of which grows the tree of life, that 
yieldeth her fruits every month, and the leaves thereof 
are for the healing of the nations." 

It appears evidently to my miqd, that this animating 
representation is proportionably realized in the expe- 
rience of every individual, in whom the Divine Spirit 
cotma in any degree to have the dominion; for as this 
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does unqueadonably cleanse and purily the mmd, the 
neoessBiy efiects of this purity are the growth and efr- 
lablishment of upright principlea, which root out and 
destroy all that is evil, until the "wilderness becomes 
as Eden, and the desert like the garden of the Lord." 
I remain affectionately thy friend, 

Edward Stabler. 

The following letters will explain theniaeWes. 

AlezaodriB, 11th mo. lOth, 1615. 
My dear Friemd, — 

" Thy afiecting account of the last interesting mo- 
ments of thy young and amiable acquaintance, is in- 
deed truly impressive : and when I was confined to a 
bed of languishing, with symptoms which rendered it 
not improbable that their farther progress might also 
terminate my mortal course, I had cause to commemo- 
rate viith humility and gratitude, the mercy and good- 
ness with which I was &voured at that solemn season 
by the fountain of Divine love. 

My heart was repeatedly tendered by new and pre- 
cious openings, which unfolded to my view the ground 
upon which the souls of the children of men are ac- 
cepted in the Divine sight. "Not," says the illustrious 
Paul, "by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the wash- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit." 
Answerable to this precious doctrine, when ray mind 
looked toward any thing usually called good anwng 
men which I had ever done, so many equivocal' cir- 
cumstances were perceived relative both to the motives 



LETTER OF EDWAitD STABLEB. 77 

and the execution, — and constituting a scene so fluctu- 
ating vid unstaUe, that, like the apposite «nblem of 
Noah's dove excluded from the arii, my spirit could 
here find no "rest for the sole of her foot." "When 
you have done aU these things," said our blessed Re- 
deemer, "say, we are unprofitable servants." How 
then, could 1 derive consolation, or build a hope of 
acceptance upon the few, the very few which I had 
done, — when, to have done aU and perfectly, was no 
more than my duty? I saw with unquestionable clear- 
ness, that thb was not the foundation of acceptaitce; 
but that, like the old heavens and the old earth, this 
mu^ pass away. The confidence of the mind must 
be withdrawn from these "filthy garments" of spotted 
and defiled righteousness; — and, being humbled before 
infinite purity, receive the ravishing boon of favour 
and acceptance, as his own gift. And when I was 
blessed with the feeling of this, and my heart was dis- 
solved in gratitude for the inestimable benefaction, bow 
clear was my pereeption of my own unworthinesa ! 
how exalted my view of his unbounded goodness ! I 
rejoiced, not only in the refreshment which was thus 
immediately communicated by his presence, but medi' 
dte^jr through that unspeakable feeling of unity and fel- 
lowship, which was also its offipring, with his children 
and people, both in time and eternity;— the same^uni- 
versai medium of life, love, and joy, being evidently 
comprehensive of alt. And on this ground, my spirit 
exulted in the sweet assurance, that " by this we know 
that we have passed from deaUi unto life, because we 
love the brethren." 
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But, alas! my friend, such is my tDCa[>acity long to 
enjoy these precious fruits of the true Canaan, — that 
scarcely had convalescence began to lake ^ace, aa it 
respected my disease, — before my mind was shrouded 
vith dejection, and things as comparatively small as 
"the grasshopper, became a burden." And though this 
state furnished a new and unquestionable evidence, that 
the former was indeed the bounty of heaven; yet the 
acuteness of present suffering was increased by the 
contrast, and distress became more intense, by being 
preceded by enjoyment. 

I remain sincerely thy friend, 

Edw^asd Stabler. 

Aleiutdciii, 1m mo., 1816. 
Mi dear Friend, — 

All the departments of life afibrd concurrent tes- 
timony to the certain rewards of obedience. And as 
I assuredly believe that no portion of our nature, — no 
circumstance of our lives, exists independent of the 
Divine Author, — so, the more attentively I consider 
his footsteps in the animal, — the intellectual, — and the 
spiritual concerns of man, — the more abundant and 
unequivocal is the conviction, that euhmission to his 
sovereignty, not only elicits the highest degree of good 
of which the st^ed nature is capable; — but the same 
act also suppresses Uie innumerahte generations of 
evil and calamity, which would necessarily and suc- 
cessively have arisen under the influence of the oppo. 
site state. 
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This truth ia impresaively and beautifully included 
in the figure of Jacob's ladder. The top of it reached 
to heaven, but the foot was upon the earth. Conso- 
nant with this, we perceive that the lowest coDcema of 
man, — the moet subordinate powers of his nature, are 
aeosible of the presence of a discriminating and recti- 
iying principle— aifd are either blessed by obedience 
to its influence — or, refusing its direction, sufier from 
the dominatioQ of evil enei^es', which plunge their un- 
happy subject into every variety of distress. Nor is it 
less true by observation and experience, that faithful- 
ness in the inferior, prepares the way to the enjoyment 
of principles of a higher order. The series which be- 
gan on earth, ia made to terminate in heaven, in the 
' rapturous possession "of glory, immortality, and eter- 
nal life." To this blessed consummation, even the 
o&pring of evil — the family of pain — are made sub- 
servient by that "unwearied love," which "is kind 
even to the unthankful and to the evil." 

Thy friend, 

Edward Stabler. 

Aleiandria, 181 G. 
Mr DEAR Frieio), — 

Let it be my important and pleasing engagement, 
as &r as adequate power and iotelligeoce are aSbrded, 
not to take thee out of the field of labour, where the 
plants of eternity are cultivated, but rather to encour- 
age thy resolution, and invigorate thy efforts, faithfully 
to pursue in every situation, whether painful or plea. 
surable, the invaluable prize of immortality and eternal 
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life. That innooent purity of miad, — that confidence 
in the wisdom and goodness of an Almighty friend, 
which thou knowest to be so precious, and which'have 
beeo found in times- of trial to be as a rock among tu- 
multuous waves — a resting place which could not be 
agitated by the storm — though all things else werf in 
commotion around thee : — these lonslitute real trea- 
sures to the soul;, aud the cause which produces them 
Is declared by the inspired writers " not to be far from 
every one of us." " It is nigh thee, in thy heart, and 
in thy moufh." It is described by the evangelist John 
to be a principle of life. And as our natural life is 
the cause why we can do of perceive any thing as 
natural beings, so this is the power in man by which 
colly he is capable of knowing or pursuing the sublime 
treasures and enjoyments of goodness. 

We are incapable of defining the principle of animal 
life, yet we bear it about with us; — we are perfectly 
conscious that we have it; — we feel its impulses and 
its restraints, — its pleasures and its pains. As its ex- 
istence within us is vigorous, we feel our powers of 
perception and actiou proportionably vivid; as it de> 
clines, they diminish; — and when it forsakes us, we 
know that we must necessarily become insensible, and 
incapable of knowing any thing which pertains to it. 
Such also is the spiritual life, the life which was in 
Christ, which the scriptures declare is the light of men; 
yea, "the true light which lighteth, every man that 
GOmeth into the world." From this arises every im- 
pulse we feel toward goodness. This renders us sen- 
sible of its nature, its loveliness, and its power of bless- 
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ing; and at the same time impresses our minds with a 
clear conviction of the tiannfiil tendency of every prin- 
ciple. vithiD- us which opposes its progress. The good 
and the amiable in all ages have been its followers: — 
by this they have been enabled to resist every incen- 
tive to evil, — to "endure the cross and to despise the 
shame" — until they iiave been made successively more 
than conquerors over every enemy which assailed 
them. As its heavenly instructions have been attend- 
ed to, the energy of its life has increased, and is per- 
ceptions of the soul in relation to eternal things, have 
been clearer and clearer. 

I am affectionately thy friend, 

Edwakd Stablbx. 

Ateundria, 3td mo. iilat, 1816. 
Mt Deax Pbiemds, — 

Prom the familiar intercourse of the Divine Prin- 
ciple with the children of men, too many unhappily 
form wrong estimates ' of its character, — become of- 
fended at its reproofe, — and turn away from its in- 
structions. To them, of course, the wonders which it 
reveals, — the marvelous works which it performs, and 
the blessings which it secures to those who attend to 
its prepress, — remain unknown and even incredible. 
As its influences are first perceived in rela^on to our 
outward afiaire, (though its real access to us is by the 
spiritual portion of our being) a state of inesperiettce 
leads us to ci»ic)ude that it is of earthly origin. {" Is 
not this the son of the carpenter?") But as We are faith- 
fid to its directions in minor concerns, we are succes- 
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sirely led to the perception of greater and more ex- 
celleDt things : and the same leader who was clothed 
in our view with the garments of mortality, while 
employed in dispensing directions concerning earthly 
things, becomes " Cransfigured before tis" — in its more 
exalted operaUoos, its " &ce shines as the sun, and 
its garments are white as the light." • • ■ 

Let no partition wall divide between you and this 
heavenly principle, — no veil hide from you the glorious 
visiot^cf the '' King m his beauty." And when all 
adverse authority, and rule, and power, shall be put 
down, and the kingdom (the entire government) be de- 
livered up to his father and your father, his God and 
your God, — then will mortality be swallowed up of 
life^and the crown of gbry and immortality be 
yours. E. S. 

Atenndria, 9th mo. IStb, 1616. 
Deam Fribhd, — 

I have this day written to dur common friend R. 
M.; having made an arrangement with a nephew of 
mine who is an active and intelligent merchant in this 
place, to make the experiment of selling bis cottea on 
commission. Thou hast given me some pleasure in 
selecting me as an agent to render service to such a 
man as 1 take him to bevand it will be quite rejoicing 
if tiie experiment should result profitably to him. But 
that is not all for which I feel indebted to thee and thy 
D. Your correspondence is- to me a treasure, — for 
which I wish it were in my power to make you a more 
adequate compensation m kind, than I feel is poedUe 
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to me. The feelings of my heart are indeed warm to- 
ward you; — and in that precious fellowship of love, 
which results from such a state, there is great facility 
ofcommuniontstAe jpiri/. * * * 

The distressing and disgraceiul eircumstances of tAu 
internal traffic in the people of color in our country, 
alluded to in thy last letter but one, is indeed a trying 
a&ir to human feeling, — especially the kidnapping 
part of the business. The seandalous defect of our 
laws, — and the criminal inattention (to say no more) 
of our legislators to a auhjeel which is making such 
rapid progress in the deBtniction of the character, the 
humanity, and the morals of the country, — ^is indeed 
surprising. When I have looked towards it with a 
view to a remedy, — and sees how very small a portion 
of the evil can be removed hy the most zealous efforts 
of the few, whose feelings are alive to its iniquity and 
its consequences, I have been almost at a loss to deter- 
mine whether any advimiage is derived from so feeble an 
appotition to its course; — for unquestionably the nature 
of things must change, or they who thus "sow to the 
wind," will for their harvest "reap the whirlwind;"— 
which will speak to their experience in a voice too loud 
to be disregarded, — and too powerful to be resisted. 
And when all that the friends of hunuatily can do, shall 
he done,— I fear that the avarice and obduracy of 
America will force this tremendou* correetive upon 
them. The general government has indeed acted no- 
bly in annihilating the trade to Africa for slaves; — 
hut the same thing is carried on in our own land", and 
no efibrt is made to deprive it of even its most horrid 



84 LBV^B OT BirWARD STABLE. , 

features. U sickens my heart to reflect upon it;— attd 
every -idea I can fbrni of justice, of mercy, of ri^- 
teouaaess, and even of ctmsistency of character,— -is 
violated by the monstrous spectacle of laws, bath so- 
cial and political, which rect^nize *he spirit of avarice 
in one moN (and he perhaps among the vilest and numt 
worthlets of hia species) as paramount to all the tender 
ties and invaluable interests of conjugal, pirenial, fibal, 
and JratemtU love in another: fo say nothing of all the 
variotts interests which belong to him as a social being, 
and -which are alike sacrificed by the same stroke. 
When I contemplate again the laws which govern the 
universe (and practically determine the ejects which 
result -from their causea) as issuing from a Fountain 
of Infinite Rectitude; the utmost violence must be done 
to my -understanding, before it can appear otherwise 
than impossible that any thing Imt distress and inereaS' 
ing caUttnily can arise from siich a state of things. We 
cannot expect to' "gather grapes from thorns, nor figs 
IVom thistles!" 

My dear boys are abundantly sensible of your kind- 
ness, and return your aSectionate salutation with great 
cordiaUty, My affectionate remembrance is presented 
to thy D., and your children — my cousin I, B. and 
femily — and to all particular friends as if named — 
and after requesting thee to foi^ve me for sending 
thee so rough a scrawl, 

I shall subscribe myself. 

Thy very afiectionate friend, 

Edward Stablcs. 
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Alcxudrii, 13th too. SStl), 1816. 
Thy last agreeable letter should have reoeived an 
earlier answer, had I not, my dear friend, been almost 
indispensably ei^aged nearly ever since I received it. 
Among these engagements, one of the most interesting 
and important has been, attending to the gradual de- 
cline and death of my father-in-law, William Harts- 
home, senr., whom we attended to the grave on the 
14th inst., in the seventy.fiilh year of his age. 

I should with peculiar pleasure comply with thy re- 

, quest, to furnish thee with a memoir of my departed 
friend Benjamin Bates, jr., but I am without the ma- 
terials which would seem to be necessary to compose 
such an one as would be proper. The time of our 
greatest intimacy was when we were both young, un- 
married men. But after we became settled in life, 
the places of our residence were so remote that we 
very seldom met. And when 1 was most intimate 
with him, the qualities of his mind, and the dispositions 
of his heart were the principal objects of my attention 
and attachment; so that 1 do not recollect that I ever 
inquired or knew, in what county of Virginia he was 

' bom, or where. His qualifications, both natural and 
acquired, were certainly much beyond those -possessed 
by the generality of men. In science, his attainments 
were principally by his own industry and application; 
but they were such as, in many respects, to entitle him 
to rank amongst the most learned men in our country. 
As a poet, his genius was chaste, correct, and copious; 
and I am persuaded, Uiat Jiad not the vigor of his imagi- 
nation and the ardor of his mind been restrained by the 
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pure influence of divine Truth, he might have become 
illustrious in thb world, as the Milton, or Homer of 
An>erica. These rare qualifications were all clothed 
with so dense a veil oimocUsts and humility, that like a 
mine of precious metals, the hasty observer would not 
have detected their existence. But to those with whom 
- he was intimate, they were successively disclosed in 
rich and varied profusion, which delighted at onoe, 
and enriched the ctwufident of his friendship. But the 
"crown and diadem" of his character, in the view of 
those who knew him best, were cmstituted by his de- 
votion to ^at vital Fountain of Righteousness, "the 
life that was in Christ." Under the tutorage of this 
"unspeakable gift," he became eminent for his benev- 
olence to mankind, — blameless in his intercourse with 
them, — and actively vigilant in promoting their wel- 
&re: — nor was his liomage less conspicuously demon- 
strated by his obedience to its impulsive, than to its 
retraining influence. With such talents as he pos- 
aesaed, the incitement to devote them to popular pur- 
suits must have been powertul. The road to literary, 
to scientific, to political fiime, was open before tiim;— 
and his acute discenunent could not have left him ig- 
norant, that many with endowments ftir inferior to his 
own, had been successful in the pursuit of them. Con- 
sidering therefore the fascinatiim which is associated 
with these, when prospectively presented to the view 
of man, — a mors than superficial examination was ne- 
cessary to enable him to resist their allurements. The 
pure light, however, which he had taken for his leader, 
could not fait to manifest the true nature and eSeots 



HEMOm OF SDWABD &TABIAH. 87 

of them; — that they originated in and must tenniiwle 
mth'time, — and that, however " pleannt to the ^es," 
"the fruit" would be deleterious in ite consequences,— 
and produce a distressing harvest of " thonis and this- 
tles," which would cause him " toeat with sorrow all 
the days of his life." But by avoiding the meam, he 
was preserved from the CTid of these delusive glories; 
and there is abundant reason to believe that when 
" the silver cord was loosed," which bound his spirit- 
ual to his material being, — the treasure which was 
most precious in hb e^eem was not separated ttam 
him; — but became the imperishable garmwt of his im- 
mortal spirit, — in which to associate with "the church 
of the first-bom, whose names are written iu heaven." 
Perhaps, my dear friend, thou raayest be able to ex- 
tract something from the above, which is, 1 believe, a 
true picture (as &r as it goes) of my deceased friend,^ 
that may answer the end thou hast in view. If so, 
thou art at liberty to use, to correct, or to suppress 
it, — as thou mayest think best. Please to present me 
afiectionately to thy D., and our common friends— and 
believe me to be with unabated afiection, 

Tby sincere friend, 

Edwakd Sublbk. 

During a perioii of about three years from the lat- 
ter part of 181&, Edward Stabler remained mostly at 
home, to the great enjoyment of his family and him- 
self. No one could well be more beloved in the do- 
mestic circle. His wife and elder ofispring consulted 
hia ieeluigs, and leaned <»i his fiidgta&at with the ut- 
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most tenderness and coa&denee; and the younger chil- 
dren welcomed his return from abroad or the engage- 
meats of business ' with great joy, in which he was 
always ready to meet them when his spirits were not 
depressed by disease, or absorbed in religious exer- 
cl«e. Perhaps no parent was ever fonder of adapting 
his deportment and language .to the capacity and in- 
clinations of the juvenile mind. 

To the members of hb own meeting, his presence 
was desirable; and many acquaintances, members of 
the Society of Friends and others, called upon him 
to enjoy his instructive conversation. Some of these 
were actuated by curiosity; some by a desire to mea- ' 
sure intellectual strength with him; others believed 
it their duty to controvert such of bis opinions as they 
thought erroneous;- and a few were u^ed by an in- 
t«tligemt and righteous desire to seek the truth. When 
his mind was called into action by the questions and 
remarks of hb visitors, he poured out his sentiments 
with an eloquence that none were disposed, to inter- 
rupt; and he was well qualified to interest them. He 
had read much; his observatioo had been extensive 
and correct; and a mature judgment enabled him to 
select from the stores of a retentive memory " things 
new and old," according to the state and circum- 
stances of his hearers. . 

From the period when, after deep sufiering, de was 
permitted so largely to enjoy the Divine presence, he 
felt no inclination to enter into cmtrpversy, either to 
refute an opponent, or to display hia own intellectual 
powers. Having partalten- of those " living waters" 
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which spring up in the redeemed soul unto everlaM- 
ing life, he was now more solicitous that his hearers 
should oome to the fountain in thevuelvet and drink, 
than to amuse them with frnitlesa speculaticns, or un- 
felt truths. To draw the attention of others to the 
"beauty of holiness," to open to their view the danger 
lud the BU^ring Which attend on every departure 
from revealed truth,^were now the great objects of 
his social labours. 

It has sometimes happened; when engaged iu hie 
business, that strangers who had called to purchase 
medicines, have made remarks which have <^ned 
the way for the illutiralion of some important truths; 
and conversations have ensued which have left ini> 
jtressions never to be obliterated. 
. A remarkable instance of this kind will be reool- 
lected by some who read this memoir. About the 
time of that extraordinary manifestation of Divine 
light to his own mind, before alluded to, and which 
he emphatically called " the day of his espousals," he 
received a note from an unknown person requesting 
a medical prescription. Under the circumstances, he 
at first determined to decline compliance with the re- 
quest; but on further consideration he changed his 
mind, and sent what he, believed the ease might re- 
quire. A few days afterwards, a respectable stran- 
ger of prepossessing appearance called to thtmk him 
for tiie benefit he had received, and to pay his bill. 
After this was done, a conversatkm on religious sub- . 
jects ensued, in which the stranger expreoKd sotne 
of his educational views of christian doctrines, which 
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he coDsidered radically important. Some facts in his 
own experience, wliich were hostile- to the theory he 
had adopted, were suggested by hie friend; up<»i 
which the truth was manifested with irresistable evi- 
dence. He returned to ids lodgings gratified with the 
interview; but after the first clear light of conviction 
had passed away, his educational impressions revived, 
and arguments were suggested in their iavour which 
he deemed irrefutable. As the subject was deeply 
interestitig to him, ho renewed his visit for the purpose 
of further discussion; but his new ai^uments were 
satis&ctorily answered, and his mind so clearly en- 
lightened, that he again departed fully convinced of 
the tmth. A cordial friendship was thus formed be- 
tween these two congenial minds, which endured 
through the lives of the parties. The stranger was 
afterwards united in membership with Friends, — be- 
came an interesting and valuable minister of the Soci- 
ety, and finally departed this life universally beloved 
and regretted by his brethren in religious profession. 

The subject of this memoir was regular in the at- 
tendance of religious meetings, when at hmne: and 
as the periods of the Quarterly and Yearly meetings 
returned, he always attended them, unless prevented 
by paramount duty, or by circumstances beyond his 
control. His conduct in this respect was truly exem- 
plary. Though his gift in the ministry was exercised 
to the instruction of crowded meetings, yet his conver- 
sation was listened to, peihaps with equal interest.— 
He once said, while reflecting on his own experience 
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in social iDtercourse, that he believed a mind rightljr 
attentive to the openings of Truth, would be led at 
times without premeditatiim to delivef its views for the 
sake of the slanders by, as Jesus did to the Samaritan 
woman, and on other occasions; and that be might at 
some time have to visit his friends abroad with this 
particular object in view. He was never called to 
this, however, as a primary service; but it always 
came in aa an incidental duty of great delight to him- 
self, and to the friends whom he visited. 

In the first month 1816, he was appointed on a com- 
mittee, the object of which was to propose a course of 
action for the monthly meeting to pursue, in regard to 
a recommendation of the Yearly Meeting. The com- 
mittee subsequently made the foilowing report, which 
exhibits tjie nature of the subject; viz: 

" The committee have agreed to report, that upon 
mature deliberation they are of the judgment, that in 
relation to our important testimony against slavery, 
the time has arrived when the attention of our mem- 
bers should be afiectionately called to some particulars 
which, aa &r as they may be found practicable, would 
we believe have a tendency to advance this testimcny. 
It is known that the nature of the case towards which 
the spirit of our discipline is directed, prohibits Friends 
from hiring slaves of those who hold them; it is there- 
fore believed by the committee, that an application of 
the same principle renders it desirable, that in those 
oases in which we are dependent upon others for the 
execution of our lawful buKness, we should give the 
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preference to those who will perform the work by free 
meD, rather than at an inferior price to employ thoae 
who, we may have reason to believe, will use the la- 
' hour of slaves; also that Friends should avoid employ- 
ing those as aervanis in their families, whp hire them- 
selves from their owners. 

We have not ascertained that there are any of the 
(rffepring of those who have been liberated by Friends, 
retained amongst us; nor that there are any caaea of 
the excessive use of ardent spirits: but as our testi- 
mony strikes at the root of these two great evils, viz: 
slavery, and the improper use of spirituous liquors, as 
well as at all traffic in them, it b believed that there 
is a strong obligation upon every nlember to guard 
assiduously against every violation of the principle, in 
the latter as well as the former case. 

With a view however to ascertain the states (rf the 
several cases, as well as promote an increased attention 
amongst "Friends to the interestltag subjects referred to 
our consideration, we are free to propose that a com- 
mittee be appointed to whose care the subjects may be 
OMisigned," &c. 

Tins report was concurred in by the meetiiig, and 
, Edward Stabler and Elisha Talbott, &c., were ap- 
pointed the committee, who paid such attention as the 
bwoness required, and reported in the 7th month, that 
" they had not found any of the descendants of the 
African race, liberated by Friends, amongst our mem- 
bers; and that further, they believed Friends, with a 
few exceptions, were clear in respect to our testimony 
concerning ardent spirits." As the latter subject was, 
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however, deemed of great interest, they felt desirotts 
that overseere and other members who felt its import- 
ance, might be faithful to their duty, and encourage 
their bt^hren to remove each remaining obstruction to 
perfect clearness in regard to it. 

His mind was drawn in the spring of 1818, to attend 
the Yearly Meeting of Friends in Virginia, and also to 
attend and appoint some meetings in other parts of that 
State. The subject was impressively opened in the 
monthly meeting, and that body expressed its concur- 
rence with his prospect. It was on this occasion that 
he passed through one of those deep baptisms of spirit, 
which are found to be indispensably necessary to 
qualify for the ministry of ibe New Testament. His 
own health at the time was feeble, and some of his 
fknuly were indisposed. These circumstances, com- 
bining with the weight of religious exercise through 
which he was passing, and the trial of his feelings' at 
the prospect of leaving home, reduced him to a very 
low condition. He compared his desolation now to that 
of Idumea as described by the prophet: "thorns shall 
come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the 
fortresses thereof." In the midst of this distress, no- 
thing could have induced him to commence the con- 
templated journey but an abiding conviction of duty, 
which was accompanied with the language of encour- 
agement from every member of his family competent 
to give a judgment. This state of baptism teiminated 
oa his departure from home; and he afterwards re- 
marked, that 00 the removal of this deep trial, which 
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. he bdieved had been aeot for the correction of ujichaa- 
tened dispositions, he uttered mentally as he travelled 
along, this joyM esclamation, " Thou art righteous, 
O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because 
thou hast judged thus." 

The Yearly Meeting was held in the lower part of 
Virginia, — the scene of hia early life; and he met here 
with many persons whom he had known in former 
years, as well as some of the descendants of his old 
friends. On the first day of the week, on Uiese annual 
occasions, the number of persons who generally assem- 
bled at the meeting house, was greatly nwre than the 
building could contain. The seats and vacant places 
were usually filled up at aq early hour, and iavour- 
able positions around the house, crowded with auditors. 
On this occasion, our valued relative took a part in the 
ooncems of the Society, and bore his testimony to the 
truth, in the public assemblies, in a manner instmc- 
ttve-and acceptable. But his usefulness was perhapa 
equally conspicuous at the private dwellings, where 
young and old were drawn around him in silent crowds 
to enjoy his instructing and highly interesting conver- 

. sation. It is not affirmed that his views, nor even bis 
catholic spirit were acceptable to all. The force of 
education and the power of habit cloud the minda of 
some in all communities, and cause them to regard . 
suspiciously every doctrinal view- that-doea not consist 
with their preconceived opinions. This infirmity may 
exist, however, in union with a christian diapoeition. 
Correspondency of opiniop is not essential to that unity 
of the Spirit which constitutes the bond of peace. 
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In the latter part of 1818, a conceni oq accouBt ot 
the use of ardent spirits, again claimed the attention 
of the tnontbly meeting, and Edward Stabler was ap- 
pointed one of a committee to examine the oondition 
of Friends in regard to that subject. In the 7th nxHith 
of the year following, the committee informed the 
meeting, that the members, with a few excepti<His, 
were clear of importing, rending, distilling, and im- 
properly using this article. 

The occasion of the following letter was a mourn- 
ful one. An aged and valued friend of the writer, 
who was known and esteemed throughout the Yearly 
Meeting to which he belonged, and who had strug- 
gled for many years to support a large family, and 
also devoted himself in the mean while to the promo- 
tion of the cause of righteousness, — at length tailed in 
business. He &lt, after this event, that he was view- 
ed as a degraded man; and ere long the powers of 
an. exhausted constitution sunk beneath the weight of 



1818. ■ 

If there be any thing like a ohai^c of culpabili- 
ty which can attach to him, it is that of having en- 
gaged in too much business. And, alas! how univer- 
sally has this-cbarge been deserved by the inhabitants 
of our country for the last twenty-five years! and how 
many have been the victims who have fallen sacrifices 
to it! Upon this subject, it would appear that the 
members of the human family were less attentive to 
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fkcts, than on almost any other. Could they increase 
their capacities for enjoying or partaking of the things 
of time, in proportion to the extent of their acquire- 
ments, there would be soma escuse for them. But it 
is evident that our capacities for such enjoyment are 
confined within very narrow limits; — and although an 
individual may possess a sufficiency to supply the ne- 
cessities of a million, he cannot without suffering 
transcend, in the use of them, the powers of one man. 
We know the attempt is often made, to proportion the 
capacities to the means of sensual enjoyment, but we 
also know, it never succeeds; — and pride, drunkenness, 
and gluttony, with their innumerable train of maladies 
and miseries, are the legible record of the_ failure. Were 
men to reflect on this subject with attention, aided by 
the certainty which the light of heaven atlbrds them, 
they could not feil of being impressed with the wis- 
dom included in the question and counsel, "Seekest 
thou great things ibr thyself? Seek them not." 

E. S. 

In the fall of 1821, his attendance of the Yeariy 
Meeting of Baltimore, was prevented by the prevalence 
of the yellow fever in a part of the town of Alexan- 
dria. Uniting in himself the characters of dru^ist 
and physician, and possessing the confidence of the 
people, his services could not be spared at a time like 
this. He dwelt in the healthier part of the town, and 
his femily escaped the disease; but his store was situ- 
ated in the infected district, and the resort to him for 
advice and medicine was continual. A cloud of deep 
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gloom OTerhuug the conunuoity, and the hearse was 
frequently seen in the streets. The writer of this 
narrative was with him during the whole of that pe- 
riod, and observed his attention to the sick. He ad- 
ministered to their sufTerings and sympathized with 
their grie&; and he afterwards expressed his undoubt* 
ed belief Irom his own observation, that many who 
were little known, from the obscurity and apparent 
lowness of their situation, received the messenger of 
death with well founded calmness and joy. 

About this time he settled transiently two aona and 
' two daughters on a form; and the residence would 
have been permanent for the two young men, had it 
suited them. They were all veiling to adult age; 
and at thb critical period of life, the heart of their 
ftther was often anxious for their safety. He iqani- 
^sted his concern for them whenever an opportunity 
(^red; and, we doubt not he was made the agent in 
the Divine hand of guarding them from much suffir- 
ing. 

The two following letters were addressed to these 
children during their residence in the country; viz: 

AleiondriB, 17lh of 4Ui rao., IIJ33. 
My dear Sob, — 

Agreeably to thy request, expressed by my dear 
A. in her letter of last week, I inclose the necessary 
sum to enable thee to purchase another horse. But 
before thou concludest to purchase, I Would have thee 
to obtain the judgment of some person of greater ex- 
perience than thyself; otherwise thou mayest be im- 
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posed upon, either in the price, the quality, or the age 

of the horse. does not show much regard for the 

weltare of his fellow-creatures, when his own interest 
m^y be served by sacrificing theirs; as is demonatrated 
by his selling intoxicating drink to those who would 
destroy theihselves with it if they could get eiioagh; — 
tkerelbre be on thy guard in relation to him, and all 
auch people. I am much indebted to A. £>r her medi- 
cal skill and perseverance in combating my dear T's. 
siokness. I shall hope to hear next first-day, that he 
has had no relapse. The message received from thee 
that "thou felt well when at work," was particularly 
grateful to my mind; and I hope thou wilt be encour- 
aged to be diligent in thy business. It will contribute 
to thy comfort in every way, and promote thy respect- 
ability among men, and likewise increase the confi- 
dence of thy friends. Every body is willing to helfi 
one who is disposed to help himself. Even the selfish 
foresee that such an one may have it in his power to 
help them in return. On the contrary, all are afraid 
to assist htm who is not diligent in his own concerns, 
because help bestowed in such a case is like putting 
treasure in a bag without a bottom. By all means, my 
dear scm, guard against undue excitement of all sorts; 
thy constitution has a powerful tendency to passionate 
ardor, in all thy pursuits: — it is therefore greatly thy 
interest, and as greatly thy duty, to guard against it. 
And neither thou nor any other person ever indulged 
it without doing wrong, and being miserable as long 
and as extensively as it's government was submitted 
to. The true dignity of man will always be found in 
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that calm, composed state of mind, which. enables him 
to see clearly every thing that concerns him, and to 
judge dispassionately of every principle and mode of 
action which may be presented to his choice— «nd in 
this he resembles the sun and the other lights of hea. 
ven, which are fixed, and bright, and shine contimially. 
The passionate man, on the contrary, is like the light 
of a lamp or candle; every breath of opposition makes 
him tremulous — and a gust of passion will quite extin- 
guish all the brightness he possessed, and leave the 
mind to grope its way in utter darkness. 
Farewell, my dear son, 

I am, as ever, thy afiecticuiate father, 

Edward Stables. 

Akiudrii, 3rd mo. ISlh, 1833. 
My deab Giels,— 

The mind of your fkther who most affectionately 
loves you, has of late (and more particularly since 
your last acceptable visit to Alexandria) been intro- 
duced into a deep concern and bitter exercise, on ac- 
count of the appearance on your part of an inclination 
to indulge those disjiositions which lead to a fondness 
fer gayety of apparel, inconsistent with the self.denying 
principles and example of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and the precepts and examples of the truly righ- 
teou%in all ages. I have travailed under it with much 
suffering, and believe I shall not be clear in the sight 
oi heaven, without stating to you some of the views 
which have rested with great weight and authority va 
my spirit. It has been the will of Providence to in- 
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due you with understandings, and to favour you with 
privileges, superior to the generality of the human 
family: — and as all his ways are equal, just, and right, 
you may be assured that he expects in just propor- 
tion, more from you than from those to whom he has 
given fewer talents; for, " to whom much is given," 
of them muoh is required. And this responsibility is 
double; — first, as it regards yourselves; in whom be- 
yond ell doubt, if you indulge in vanity, the fruits of 
vanity will be produced; even sorrow, confusion, and 
bitterness of soul; and your hearts will have no place 
of refiige to which you may flee for comfort or sup- 
port in the times of hereavemeta; and, secondly, as it 
respects those who may be influenced and encouraged 
by youT example, to go to still greater excesses than 
yourselves. It will be in vain to say, "Are we our 
brothers' keepers?" for the blood of their sacrificed 
innocence, will cry to their and your heavenly Father 
from the ground, not only for those immediate acts by 
which it has been shed, but also for withholding that 
pure example which would have uttered the inviting 
language, "Follow us, as we follow Christ," — and 
which, if they would not have obeyed, their blood 
would have been upon iheir own Jieads, and you would 
have been clear. 

Now, my dear Girls, do not misunderstand me, as 
though 1 would inmnuate that the malignant influence 
is in a piece of tortoise shell, or in materials,— or 
shape,— or color, — or cost of a garment — (or I have 
no such view. But in respect to these things, as well 
M all others which have any relation to us, the ^aie 
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(fmhad whicli chooses or rejects, which is pleased or 
ofleiided, contains essentially the whole good or evfl 
of the case, as respects yoursetve»^— as it is that which 
furnishes the example by which the same principles 
in the minds of others are ied ot famished. For if 
you will seriously and candidly examine the opera- 
tions of your own minds, you cannot fail to discover 
at all times the nature of the principle in yourselves 
which is engaged in choosing or rejecting. And if 
your own wills do not oppose, it will be made plain— 
whether its nature ta one with that wisdom which is 
from above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and of good fruits; 
or whether it partakes of the wisdom which is from 
beneath, which is earthly, sensual, and devilish. As 
these discoveries are attended to, you will not only 
behold with greater clearness than any langu^e can 
describe, the superiority of all fruits and consequences 
of the former, — but, attracted by its beauty and ena- 
moured of its loveliness, you will delight to sit under 
its shadow; — its purity will be sweet to your taste;— 
it will take you to its banqueting house; — and its ban- 
ner over you will be love. Nor will it ever forsake 
you, unless you forsake it; but it will go with you 
through all the changes of time, and speak peace, and 
command a calm in those storms, in which the hearts 
of those who have not received the Divine Guest on 
board, will have to tremUe for fear and find no help. 
It will go with you also into eternity, where it will 
wipe all tears from your eyes, and sorrow and sigh- 
fng shall be known no more. Oh! my dear children. 
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CtHTip&re these unspeakable advantages, with the best 
tmita which you can ever expect to gather from vani- 
ty and the pride of the carnal mind; and can your 
excellent understandings hesitate for a moment which 
to prefer? 

Ijet not the croea deter you from obedience to that 
govenrtnent, which will cause you to realize not only 
these benefits, but others in countless multitudes — [it 
has always been the language of the carnal mind, 
" Let him come down from the cross, and we will be- 
lieve in him,"] and will moreover double its beneiits, 
by preserving you from a train of calamities equally 
innumerable, into which you must necessarily fall, if 
you will not have the Son of God to rule over you. I 
know there are influences felt in your minds, and in 
mine, and in all others, which dread the cross of 
Christ, because we see thtit it will " crucify the world 
to us, and us to the world:" — but as many as are 
willing to submit to its operations, do come to the 
experience of the apostle who gloried in it above all 
other things. Look again, I entreat you, to what is 
in yourselves that represenla it as so desirable to be 
"conformed to the world,"— and see if it has any of 
those characters which belong to the spirit which is 
of God? Whether it produces love, joy, peace, gen- 
tleness, long suffering, goodness, truth, meekness, tem- 
perance, patience? And see what it is in others, that 
will be attracted toward you by gayety of apparel and 
behaviour. 

If you see a sign hung out, that gaming and drink- 
ing are carried on within the house, what kind of ous- 
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faHneiB will be invited to enter? Will they be the 
honest, the prudent, the temperate? — or revues, -and 
shai^rs, and drunkards? Jn like manner, a confor- 
mity to the world in its fashions and manners, can 
only allure those to become your associates, who hav. 
ing themselves resisted or been unacquainted with the 
cross of Christ, are only pleased with those ivwhom 
similar principles predominate. Your own precious 
mother, when I first became acquainted with her, 
though she could not be flaid to be very plain, yet 
she did not dress as fkncifully as you now do; — and 
before we were married, she changed her dress (from 
conviction) to entire plainness. Nor was she less 
lovely for the alteration in the view of any whose es< 
teem was worth cultivating; — but she waa on the con- 
trary more estimable to the good, and incomparably 
more respectable in the view of even the vicious, than 
if she had conformed to the same principles which 
governed them. 

I most ardently wish, my dear childreu, to save you 
from suffering; and I know fnun bitter and agonizing 
experience, that a conformity to the customs and fash- 
ions of the world, is tike gathering and heaping up fuel 
that must at some future time be consumed by fire; — 
and the more there is of it, the more intense will be 
the bumiug, — and the more extreme the suSering. 
This crisis cannot be avoided by you, nor can all the 
world deliver you from its inevitable occurrence, nor 
help you to endure its miseries: and if it does not in 
great mercy occur before, it will take place on the 
dying bed, — which has sufferings enough of lis own, 
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independent of the Btings of a wounded and disordered 
spirit. May I hope that these solemn and iatereating 
oonsiderations will claim your serious con aide ratim? 
You know that 1 can be actuated by no motive infe- 
rior to love, in making these representations. You 
must also be conscious that my duty is involved, aa 
your ftily surviving parent, in doing all that I cui for 
your happiness: — and it is from a full conviction of 
the truth of these things, that I am induced with inex- . 
pressible aflection to commend them to your oboer- 
vanoe. I am, with love which words cannot convey. 
Your father, 

Edwakd Stables. 



In the summer of 1825, our beloved relative suffer- 
ed with a large and painful gathering in his right arm 
and hand; which, though produced by a slight cause, 
apparently, seriously threatened his life. He was oo». 
fined to his bed for several weeks, undei^ing constant 
and violent pain, until the inflammation resolved itself 
into a copious secretion of matter. His recovery from 
the extreme debility consequent on this disease, was 
very slow. Many months elapsed before his usual 
strength returned, and probably his constitution never 
fiilly regained its health. His right hand was perma- 
nently crippled. Throughout this sickness, as in time 
of health, his mind was continually engaged with reli- 
gious considerations, and ardent desires were breathed 
to hie Heavenly Father that be might be enabled to 
submit willingly to the utmost of that dispensation. 
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When he had ao &r recovered as to sit up id his 
chair, the first infonnation reached him of the noble 
conduct of a young Virginisn, who, actuated by a 
sense of justice, had freed his slaves, and at his own 
expense, but with their consent, had. them transported 
to the American colony in Africa; furnishing each one 
with a comfortable outfit for his new country. As the 
account of the circumstance was read, the sympathy, 
the dehght, and the gratitude of the invalid became so 
intense, that his enfeebled system could not support the 
excitement without relief from a flood of tears. We 
may see exemplified in this ciroumatance, the beauti- 
fal effect of actions performed under the influence of 
righteous principles. The expressions of the apostle 
seemed to be measurably fulfilled in the present case, 
" Their sound goeth out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world." — Rom. x. 18. The 
liberty attained by that soul which is converted from 
evil by the influence of Divine love, is the only liberty 
which truly deserves the name. The difierence be- 
tween this state, which has been the happy possession 
of many whose bodies were in bcmds, — and mere per- 
sonal freedom, is so great, that the one may be desig- 
natedasbeingof heaven,theotheroftheearth. These 
reflections are not intended to loweV the right estimation 
of personal liberty, but to point to that of which it can 
only be a &int resemblance. 

In the springs of 1823 and 1625, he again visited 
the Yearly Meeting of Friends in Virginia, and obtain- 
ed the liberty of appointing meetings for worship on his 
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Journey. From conversatioos with his fatnilyi and the 
testtmixiials of those he visited, we learn that the e&eot 
of hia labours among the people was salutary. His 
reception muat have been cordial, for he was always 
much animated when speaking of these journeys. 

At the present period (18441 there ia evidence that 
in the section of the country spc^n of, the mioistry of 
the departed is still remembered with gratitude. There 
is something so deeply interesting in the impressions 
received from a true gospel ministry, delivered " in the 
demonstration of the spirit and with power," that the 
mind cannot easily brget them. 

The Eastern Shore of Maryland, including parts ad- 
jacent, and the neighbouring section of Delaware, were 
visited in the following year. In this engagement he 
spent about three months, to his great relief and com- 
£}rt. The foUowiiig extracts are made from a letter 
to his wife, dated 

"CbsBtM TowD, 6Ui mo. 13th, 1896. 
Mr DEAR Mary, — 

The joint tetter from thyself and our dear children, 
though twelve days old, was nevertheless most cordial- 
ly acceptable, and all its details highly interesting; but 
I cannot notice them all in reply, as 1 have not " the 
pen of a ready wrifer." I am still favoured with the 
blessing of good health, and have attended five me^ 
ings since I wrote to you from Camden; all of which 
• have been seasons of favour. Indeed I have not 
known, that I remember, at any former period, such 
a continued sufEoiency of Divine help afibrded, to open 
and apply the trutiis of the gospel to the states of the 
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people; nor a more decided evidence of its being re- 
ceived by them in -the love of it. At the same time, 
my mind has been kept humble, and I have rejoiced 
in feeling and knowing that " the excetleijcy bf the 
power was of God, and not of man." 1 expect to have 
an appointed meeting in this town to-morrow evening, ' 
and W. M. thinks that we may get through all the 
meetings so as lo reach Wilmington on next firstjilay; 
at which place, so far as I now see, my prospect of re- 
ligious service wOl terminate, and 1 shall be at liberty 
to turn my face homewards, and hope 'once more to 
meet you, my dearest earthly treasures. My mind 
has been kept remarkably free from all anxiety about 
home; but at the time when I expected some of my 
dear children were on their way from Richmond, I 
could not help thinking often about tbem, and indulg- 
ing most ardent desires that they might be preserved 
in safety. This &vour has also been granted to me. 
• # » » Why don't you write more about my 
precious Uule ones? I feel sometimes as if I could 
love them almost too much, and pain them by the ar- 
dour of my embraces, if I had them with me. As I 
told you in my last, 1 must put off giving a detailed 
account of my journey until 1 get home. It has been 
thus far, most interesting and instructive to me; and 
I hope it has furnished large and renewed ground of 
confidence in the goodness and all-su3iciency of that 
blessed Power which \s unchangeable; and still, as 
ever, "when he putteth forth his sheep, he goeth before 
• them." May we all learn to trust and love him, for he 
is indeed worthy of all adoration and praise forever. 
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This letter, though addressed to thee, is like every 
thiDg else that we have, the property in common with 
our dear children, towards whom my tenderest feelings 
«f affection flow continually. * * » 

I mmaiR, as ever, thy own 

Edwab* Stabebr." 

The difficulty in the use of the pen, alluded to 
above, had always existed to some extent, but the 
late gathering in his band had greatly increased it. 
Notwithstanding this impediment, however, he was 
now more engaged than formerly in writing, because 
of A partial release from the cares of business which 
fell on bis eldest sod, and of the enlargement of his 
religious experience, that led him often to commune 
in this way with his absent friends. The " detailed 
account" of his travels being delivered while the cir- 
cumstancea were fresh in his memory, and his heart 
was glowing with gratitude, was always exceedingly 
full of interest and instruction. 

The excellent friend to whom the following letter 
was addressed, had suggested to him the propriety of 
writing, for publication, a series of essays on the evils 
of slavery, grounding his arguments on the result of 
observations made during hia late journey through the 
peninsula of Delaware and Maryland. 

Aleiuidiia, Ilth mo. 1B36. 
Dear Friend, — 

Thy acceptable fkvour of 2nd inst. was duly 
received, and no want of sincere regard ibr thee, or » 
good will to the cause thou art desirous to pronmte. 
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has prevented me from replying to it earlier. In my 
late religious journey over the peninsula of the Eas* 
tern Shore, 1 did indeed observa — as I have before 
done whenever I have travelled, or been present in ^ 
country where slavery was ^wacticed — that it not only 
tended lo produce outward poverty by preventing im- 
provements, and deterioration of the lands, but that it 
produced a still more disastrous penury in. the minds 
of slave-holders, by divesting them of those mental 
qualities upon which we are all dependent for com- 
fbrt, and the want of which cannot be compensated by 
even the revenues of the world. . But, my dear iriraid, 
I have also observed, they have felt and experiefteed 
this state of things in all its bitter reality, and yet they 
are unwilling to abandon the causes of this double 
poverty, this incalculable affliction. If then these 
powerful incentives, these pevpetual monitors which 
are speaking to them, not in the feeble voice of words, 
but in the irresistible language of suffering and pri- 
vation, cannot persuade them, — what can be expect- 
ed from the impotent efforts of the most powerful elo- 
quence of man, when addressed only to their eyes 
or ears. 

I have long been of the persuasion, that muoh of the 
good that might have been done, has been obstructed 
by the attempts which have been made to abolish sla- 
very, having originated and been prosecuted upon 
political, instead of religious motives and convictions. 
This has confined the views jjf the advocates for- 
emancipation to one side only of the subject. They 
have seen, in so prominent an aspect, the wrongs and 
10 
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sufierings of the sZaoe, that the still greater calamities 
i>f Uie master have been scarcely noticed. The course 
of their remarks, therefore, aa well as their operations, 
kave been directed against the hser as- the immedi- 
ate cause of die sufieriogs they would obviate. And 
nothing else could have been reasonably expected 
than what has really taken place, as a consequence 
of this mode of proceeding; the slave-holder has con- 
sidered himself injuriously assailed,— ^is mind has 
become exasperated, and he has placed himself upon 
the defensive, or become an assailant in his turn; and 
the result has been, Uiat, like all other political ccai- 
tentions, the conflict has been degraded into a combat 
of persons, instead of a contest between the ^^rinx^Ua 
of right and wrong. 

The latter constitute, and always have constituted 
the scene and instruments of true religious eflbrt; and 
hence the astonishing success which attended the ori- 
ginal movements of John Woolnjan and his fellow, 
labourers, in relation to slavery in our Society. Their 
attention became, in the first instance, forcibly directed 
to the powers of jualice, opposing ike principles ofiojus- 
Hce in themselves; of mercy, arrayed against cruelly; 
kme, against hatred; and goodness against enil. In this 
way, the mysteries of godliness and imquUy, became 
radically opened to their understandings; and having 
been made conquerors through Him that loved them, 
and dispensed to them these good and perfect gifts, 
which are in their nature antagonist to all manner 
of evil, — they went forth to others to persuade and ad- 
nxHiish them, armed with no other weapons but these, 
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which they had tried, and vhich had given them the 
victory, and by which aione the victory ever can be 
achieved. They perceived that cruelty, injustice, and 
oppresaion, were no less tyrants to the master, than 
when they came to operate upon the slave; — and that 
if the slave was to be pitied ibr what he suffered from 
them, the master, being the subject of the same ma> 
levolent influences, was no less to be pitied than the 
slave. Thb made the slave-holder and the slave the 
equal objects of tender solicitude. These good men 
could form a just estimate of the situation of both, by 
what they themselves had suffered and observed from 
the influence of corrupt principles; and meeting and 
communing with the slave-holders uptHi the real 
grounds, or causes of their suflerings, their languaga 
was like the language at Pentecost, uitderstood by 
every nation under heaven, because it related to what 
they knew and felt. 

It has often fallen to my lot to converse with slave- 
holders; I aih therefore authorized to state the above 
views as iacts; and these fects go to confirm the per- 
suasion, that there are now so many combatants witti 
political weapons engaged in this warfare, that it has 
assumed a new character; and it is now a difficult if 
not an impracticable affair to enter the field with any 
prospect of advantage or success, upon those legitimate 
terms which only are admisaible by a christian spirit. 

With much cordiality of esteem, I subKribs my. 
self, 

Thy a&clionata fiieild, 

'BnVAKD Stabuk. 
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We may add, that since he had felt it his duty to 
withdraw from a benevolent society (see page 37,) he 
had avoided all such connections, and hie counsel was 
the means of preventing one of his family from pursu- 
ing that course. He believed that his efforts would be 
more purely directed by the right influence, standing 
alone, than when subjected to the control of persona 
who had not passed through the sam& discipline with 
himself. 

In the spring of 1827, he was again drawn by the 
power of gospel love to attend the Yearly Meeting of 
New York, and to appoint some meetings in New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. During 
and afler the present period, some allusions will be 
found in his correspondence to the disturbed condition 
of the Society of Friends. Having weighed maturely 
the circumstances of the division which had lately 
taken place, and examined the ground of the two par- 
ties, he came to a clear and decided jOdgment, that 
the deep, spiritual, and practical views of Blias Hicks, 
so little understood and so greatly misrepresented, were 
in accurate accordance with the Christian religion. 
He held fast, accordingly, to-the Truth, and found his 
usefulness and comfort both enlarged. Of his intimate 
friends who joined the other party, some viewed him 
with regret, as a wanderer from the true fold, while 
Others treated him with coldness and disrespect. The 
great body of his own Yearly Meeting and the monthly 
meeting of AtexEindria, then were and continued to be 
in full unity with him. 
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The following letters give some account of this jour- 
ney. 

Jericho, 6th mo. Tlh, IB3T. 

Thine and my dear Elizabeth's letter of last seventh 
and firstJaya, came to band last evening. The infor- 
mation of your general health was indeed very grate- 
ful, and for which with many other mercies my heart 
was, I think, made truly thankful. I feel sorry that 
my incapacity aa a scribe, prevents me from giving 
you in detail an account of my proceedings; but you 
must eodeavour to be conteat with generalities until 
my return, if that should be the Divine will, when I 
hope to amuse, if not instruct you with a relation of 
niany interesting circumstances. I am now writing 
at the house of the dear old patriarch, Elias Hicks; 
having attended this day a very favoured and interest- 
ing meeting in the place of worship to which he be> 
longs. This b tbe fourth that I have attended on 
Long Island, — ell of them seasons which I shall not 
readily foi^et. It will give thee and my dear children 
much pleasure to be informed, that we are every where 
received with open hearts, by as kind and afiectionate 
Friends as I ever saw or ever heard of. It may be 
said truly, that our hearts fare sumptuously every day: 
and this state of things occurring immediately aller 
the most tumultuous and uncomfortable Yearly Meet- 
ing that I ever sat in, — gives a double relish to every 
thing we feel, or partake of. I never saw the equal 
of the endeavours made by some in that meeting, to 
sow discord and contusion : birt they were ultimately 
defeated in their purposes. * * • At the public 
10* 
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meetii^-on Iburtb-day, at Rose street in New York, I 
had a much more full opportuni^.of relieving my miDd 
Irom esercise, thoa I had had before, to a very large 
and deeply attentive audience, « * * With a 
. beart overflowing with love to thee and all my pre- 
cious children, I must conclude, and am thy truly a.{- 
fectienate 

Edwaed Stabler. 

To ftia Wife. 

New York, 6th mo. WU, 1827.- 

I am here again, after having visite^all the meet- . 
ings on Long Island. And I can say, with gratitude 
to the gracious Author of all our mercies, that never 
have I known a greater flatness of Divine sufficiency, 
in afifbrding clear and persuasive openings of the bless- 
ed certainties of gospel Truth, — than during this visit. 
Tbe people were, for the time, affected by its loveliness, 
and the certainty of its power to bless and to save them; 
and I cannot but hope that these impressions will be- 
sealed upon many minds, so as not to be removed. 
The last opportunity, at Matinicock on- firs^day, was 
the crown to the whole. A great multitude of people 
were collected, and dear old Elias and a nmnber of 
odier ministers and eiders attended from the neigh- 
bouring meetings; but the whole public service was 
laid on me, and a more solemn or interesting meeting 
I think I never was in. 

In 4be afternoon, when we were about M part with 
Elias and a nmnber of others, we had a most precious 
unitine season; in which ^e melting and cementing 
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power of Divine love gathered us all under its- heaven- 
ly influence, young and old, as the heart of one man- 
being actuated and blessed by thft eame life. 

With much thankfulness, I can say that my health 
is remarkably good; and my prayers are that all nij 
precioug ones may be favoured with the same, if con- 
sistent with the Divine will. Make my dear litUe ones 
sensible of the love their absent father feels for them— 
the elder ones know it without being told. 

Edwabu StablGb. 

To his Wife. 

Troy, 6i1j mo. 18th, 1837. 
My deab Mjiey, — 

A very interesting passage on board of a stcam- 
t>oat, through the most picturesque country that I ever 
saw, brought us from New York to Albany. We had 
upwards of one hundred passengers. We are now 
with the hospitable family of our friend I. M., in this 
beautiful town, "whose merchants are princes, and 
her traffickers the honourable of the eartlj," But I 
must go back to say that 1 attended the two meetings 
in New York last fourth and iiilh-days; both of them 
interesting and solemn opportunities;— where the Holy 
hand of Divine help was eminently extended, and the 
triumph of the blessed Truth appeared to be complete. 
Thus far, I have not encountered any personal exposi- 
tion. We attended two meetings here yesterday, end 
I expect to have a public meeting to-morrow. 

I was very much intere^d with my dear Rebecca's 
narrative of little Henry's disappointment. I hope it 
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will be of great use to the precioua boy, by showing 
him how dear a price lie pays for disobedience to pro- 
per reflations, which may induce him to avoid it in 
future as a bad bargain. 

I am gratiiied to find the public mind, in a remark- 
able manner, open to receive those views which are 
given to me of the nature, realities, and effects of the 
gospel of Christ. In these illustrations, my heart has 
gratefully to acknowledge the- unspeakable goodness 
of my Divine Master, in bringing before the view of 
my mind, with the clearness of demonstration, " things 
both new and old;" so that opposition is paralyzed in 
some mmdg, and a blessed encouragement is afforded 
to others to persevere in the way of vell-doing; — clear- 
ly perceiving that "the work of righteousness shall be 
peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness and 
osBurtnce forever." 

My health continues to be remarkably preserved. 
* * * My kind brother P. and sister S. with our 
Margaret J., have leA a good report behind them, which 
I meet with wherever I cross, or fall into the path they 
have travelled. I feel that I ought to be grateful to 
them, for the help that their good conduct thus af&rds 
to their poor, wandering brother: but the greatest of 
all eatthly supports and encouragements that my mind 
has access to, is the precious, the delightful hope of re- 
turning, when my service is over, to the bosom of my 
own family, whose members are all inexpressibly dear 
to the heart of their 

Edwabd Stabler. 
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Trenton, Tlh mo. 6th, 1B2T. 

My dear William's and Elizabeth's letter of the 2nd 
insl. was placed in my hands on the evening of (he 4th. 
Truly, I have cause for gratitude to the Fountain of 
mercies, for the preservation of my &mily in the com- 
fort'and health they have been favoured with, while I 
am wandering about so far from them. I spent last 

third-day with . They received and entertained 

me kindly; but there were very evidently clouds in the 
horizon of their minds, to which we did not make any 
allusion. 

Thus far, the Lord our merciful Helper has wonder- 
fully supported me, and given me ability to advocate 
his blessed cause, and the earth has been silent before 
him. He seems to be opening a way for the spread- 
ing of his blessed Truth, even by those convulsions 
which seem to short-sighted man to militate j^jainst 
it} and the testimonies which I am enabled to bear to 
it, seem to be received with cordiality, and without 
opposition. 

My time is limited, so that I cannot write you a 
long letter now; but I can assure you that my heart 
is as full of love, ardent love for you as ever; and I 
hope to be able in one week riiore, to give you some 
account of the period when you may look for me at 
home. Love to all my friends and relations, concludes 
me for the present, your affectionate 

Edwabd Stabler. 

The extreme illness of one of his younger children, 
oocaffloued him so much anxiety during the latter part 
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of this journey, that he felt himself at liberty to re- 
turn for awhile, and watch over his sick bed. The 
little boy recovered; and his father in due time re- 
sumed his interesting labours. 

The following letter to his'fiimily, was written during 
his second journey. 

Dnrbf, 11th tncUlh, 1837. 

"I have been very busily engaged since I left Wll- 
mington. From that place I went to Philadelphia; 
and thence the next day, to Abington Quarterly meet- 
ing. It was the first they had held without interrup- 
tion, and it was a memorable time; — a time of unity, 
love, and condescension, such as we have read of, but 
such as I have never seen until now. It has been 
t}ie same in all the meetings 1 have attended; and so 
it was pre-eminently in Concord Quarterly meeting, 
held yesterday at this place. My friends have receiv- 
ed me with overwhelming kindness. • • I met 
with OUT dear friends Valentine Hicks and family in 
Philadelphia, and they gave me a pleasing account of 
their visit, with the information that they had left thee 
and my precious children in good health. Thine and 
my dear William's letter came to hand while I was at 
Abington; and surely, I never loved all of you more 
than I do now. I shall be very anxious to hear from 
you; and you will please to write immediately, and 
direct to the care of Joseph firinghurst at Wilming- 
ton, who will find some way to send the letter to me. 

With warm love lo all my precious ones, I am as 
ever most afiectionately your 

EdWAXD QrABtitK." 
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"Hie interest which was felt in our beloved relative 

by his friends in Alesaodria, was eo much increased ■ 

by hie, expanding views, sdf-denial, arid dedication of 

spirit, — that each sucoesijive return to his borne ap> 

> peared to be greeted with wanner feelings. 

The following extract describes his own sensibility 
Qo one of these occasions : " I waa favoured to arrive 
safe at home, and find my precious family in good 
health. Every bdoved eye sparkled to see me, and 
every dear bosom throbbed with satisfaction. To my- 
aelf, it was a confluent ecstasy of feeling which lan- 
guage cannot describe." 

_ His attachment to his friends abroad, was also 
strengthened by his late intercourse with them, and 
he gave utterance to his sentiments in the fcJlowing 
aeries of letters. 

Aleiandria, lath mo. I89T. 

I should not do justice to the feelings which your 
kindness and afiectionate attentions excited in my 
heart, daring my late visit, if I did not, in the only 
way that b now in my power, assure you that the re- 
membrance of my dear friends is still very afiection- 
ately cherished, I arrived safely at home, the seventh 
day week ailer I parted with you at West Grove. — 
My dear family were all in good health, and my. 
friends disposed to greet my return with their accus- 
tomed cordiality and kindness. 

I feel the importance of these blessings; — and am 
aware- that they not only call for thankfulness to the 
gracious Dispenser of them, — but that watchfulness is 
also necessary, to prevent the ^fU from occupying too 
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large a space in my afiections, where the <iitxk is 
only worthy, and ought to be supreme. For, grate- 
ful end precious as all outward blessings are, they are 
still in their nature transient and perishable; nor can 
they, even when possessed, satisfy our appetites for . 
enjoyment. 

The soul is spiritual, and must have food corres- 
pondent with- its nature, or it will famish. This food 
is the "bread that cometb down 'from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world: not as the fathers did eat 
manna in the wilderness and are dead;" — and as 
others have fed on the fruits of the earth, and are dead 
also:' — but we want that food upon which we can "live 
foreverj" — and it is graciously offered to our accep' 
tance, in the " good and perfect gifts which come from 
above," and which are as really nourishing and sus- 
taining to our souls, as outward food is to our bodies. 

But, alas! my dear friends, you know as well or 
better than myself, how it is will\ too large a propor- 
tion of the professors of religion. Misled by the views 
which they have derived from education, their atten- 
tion is turned to outward and absent things; and they 
seem to think that they are to know nothing, here of 
the saving realities of religion, but by notions, and , 
opinions, and doctrines, &c. — when at the same time 
they are all compelled to know, that those things 
which defile them and destroy theirpeace, all proceed 
from within, and are present with them;-^-and that all 
doctrines and opinions are without power to dislodge 
or control the least of these. The nature of the case 
therefore evidently requires, that " where the carcass 
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is, there shonld the eagles be gathered together;" — and 
that we stand in indispensable need of present powers, 
as real in their nature ^ the enemies ^hich .aiiqoy 
and distress us, — to deliver us from them. And as our 
defilements are produced " hy eVil thoughts" and liv- 
ing corruptions, our heaTenly Father has in his ever- 
lasting kindness opened within da a " fountain of liv- 
ing water," — by the birth of his own Divine life within 
us; the streams of whi^ shall make glad the city of 
God. They consist of the living principles of love, 
joy, peace, goodness, &c. which are in their nature 
antagoni^ lo all the principles of evil; and will wash 
the mind from the defilements of these, as certainly as 
efcrnentary water will cleanse the flesh from its de- 
filements; and this is the " baptism of the Holy Spirit," 
which cleanses us from all iniquity; — and that can 
" present us faultless before the presence of liis glory, 
with exceeding joy." 

I can but touch upon these things in the compass 
of a letter; — th^ subject is copious enough to fill the 
world with volumes, and stiU be unexhausted. But 
as I feel deeply for my endeared fellow-creatures in 
relation to this all important subject,— my thoughts 
seem to turn naturally to it when I am addressing 
any of them; and to you I am persuaded it will not be 
an unacc^table subject. 

I wish you to present my afiectionate remembranoe 
to your children, as you may &1I in company with 
them;^-Bnd to your dear E. say on behalf of her ab- 
sent £riend, " Hold &st that which thou hast, let no 
human power take thy crown from thee. Thou hast 
11 
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seen the beauty of holiaesa and innocence, and if tfaou 
wilt gi?e the government of thy mind to them, they 
will " deck thee with oniam^ts, and jewels, and broi- 
dered work, — and pnt a beautiful crown upon thy 
head; and thou wilt become cTcceedingly beautiful 
through the comeliness which thy God will put upcHi 
thee." I feel for that dear child aa if she were my 
own, and ^all rejoice in hef prosperity. With much 
love, I remain your friend, 

Edwabd Stabler. 

AteiaudrU, 12th mo. S4th, 162T. 
Mt dear Friend, — 

As I trust thy mind continues under the gorenf- 
ment of those pure and precious powers, which are the 
gifts of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
life of the Divme nature generated in the human by 
the descent of the " power of the Highest, and the over- 
shadowing of the Holy Spirit," — I shall not fear for 
thy safety, nor doubt that all things will work together 
for thy good,— ^od for the promotion of the gospel of 
peace, as far aa thou mayst be made an instrument 
for the purpose. 

I have lately relumed from finishing a religious visit 
to Friends in PeoBsylvania, which was begun last sum- 
mer, and from which I was permitted to return before 
it was accomplished, on account of the extreme illness 
of one of my ciuldren. But I have been abundantly 
satisfied that the measure was best. My son recover- 
ed;-— and the powerful commotion which then agitated 
the Society, had gone on and produced its necessary 
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effect, a divmon. Among the Friends that I visited, 
there was a degree of vitality and susceptibility that I 
had not expected ever to witness. The people throng- 
ed to meetings' in great numhers; end the large assem- 
blies were uniformly covered with a solemnity, which 
as "a bright doud" aflbnM a sweet evidence that 
God was with us, to instruct us and to heal us. And 
however various our spiritual maladies may be, I am 
entirely satisfied that in him there is "virtue" to heal 
them all. 

I therefore cannot but rejoice at the present state 
of things, {though it is the cause of much mourning to 
many,) because I see in it the influence of a Power 
Ihat is stirring up the stagnant pool of religious prt^et- 
tum, which, like that at Bethesda, has yielded no heal- 
ing influence to those who have been* immersed in it. 
But those commotions are working wonderfully in the 
minds of all who are disposed to leam the Truth for 
themselves, by making in their own hearts a separa- 
tion between the precious and the vile, — between the 
living and the dead. They are sfaowii^ them the dif- 
ference between the systemsof men, which are formed 
of doctrines, creeds, and opinions, — and which the wont 
of human beings can get by rote and repeat, as well as 
the hesl, — and that immeasurable host of Iv^tg powera 
which are in their nature destructive of all evil; and 
under the influence of which, man cannot be the ser- 
vuit of sin. 

Thus it is that mercy, if submitted to, will deliver its 
votary from crMefiy; — bve, from hatred,'~^enHtneu, 
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from fierce»ea3; — ■^todnett, from eml; &c. Now theee 
ace the gifts of God, not the donatuHia of men. They 
tjome down from heaven, and are not of earthly origin. 
They constitute the body, the branches, the fruit, and 
the leares of " the tree of Life that groweth in the 
Paradise of God;" — and those who feed upon it shall 
live forever. I know of nothing so interesting and 
important as these living powers, which issue to us 
from the fountain of Divine Life in us. They are the 
greatest source of enjoyment in time; and by their 
fruita now, they demonstrate what their effects vriU be 
forever; agreeably to the expression of the apostle, 
'■Godliness is profitable unto all things; having the 
pnMnise of the life that now u, and of that which is lo 

I expect thou art apprized by a better Teacher than 
I am, of the necessity of being watchful and vigilant; — 
lest by any means the stand which thou hast taken, 
and which will place many eyes in a watching state 
toward thee, — should furnish any of them with cause 
to doubt the efficacy of the precious donations of Christ 
to save from evil, and thereby prevent thee from foil- 
ing;— as well as to redeem thee from every wrong 
thing by which, through inadvertency or inexperience, 
tbou mayst have been led captive. I feel a true 
•Section fi)* thee, Imd cannot form a wish more preg- 
nant with blessings, than that thou mayst be made 
• po«sessor of A^ lore of Christ which paaseth know- 
ledge. Thy friend, 

Edward Stablbs. 
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To EUaa IRcks. 

Alexaitdriii, 1st ma IStb, IS9S. 
Mr BELOVED FsiEND, 

I have oden remembered thy kind request when 
I was about to part from thee, that I would write to 
thee; — and truly I have often felt a sufRcient degree 
of love to have induced the efibrt; but as I had nothing 
particularly upon my mind to say, I was unwilling to 
force myself to make an offering. Yet the important 
movements and changes which are now in progressicm 
in the Society of Friends, furnish a copious theme, so 
abounding with iDcidents of an interesting oharacteT 
that volumes might be filled with them. 

Alas! how do systems of religion lead the children 
of men to overlook the omnipresent and illimitable 
" power and wisdom of God," who being unchangeable 
m his nature, "is the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever;" — always working in the same loay in relation 
to the same states; and being as fully disposed to re- 
deem and to bless his creatures in the present day, aa 
he was at any former period. Were facts duly con- 
sidered by every mind that is seriously engaged in the 
examination of the all-important subject of religion, 
they would demonstrate the certainty of the foundation 
of all true christian doctrine, viz: that a birth of tbe . 
Divine Life is generated in man " by die Holy Spirit 
coDung'upon him, — by the power of^.lhe. Highest over^ 
shadowing him." This birth in him w Chriet.'Im- 
manuel, God with him; and becomes in every soul 
^ the " Fountain of living water," from which all the 
11* 
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Streams of ji^teousoess aad wisdom exclnaively ifl^ue. 
In proportion aa he partakes of these, he is preserved 
firom evil; and as he forsakes them, he falls into ini- 
quity: — and when fallen, these streams become th^ 
waters of that spiritual baptism which can alone 
cleanse him from his pollutions, and renew him t^in 
into the pure and innocent state in which he was 
created. In this state, and in this state only, can he 
have "peace, quietness, and assurance forever." The 
righteous in every generation have been .indebted to 
this holy life, operating in them for their salvation: — 
U)d they that have been redeemed in all ages, have 
been redeemed by it; nor has any human being ever 
known any other saving or redeeming power, hut Aw. 
But although if U tme, that this heavenly life was 
manifested " in times past, and in divers manners" to 
every variety of state and condition, — and a tme re- 
' cord has been preserved of what was done for attd in 
<rthers,— unha|||uly> many of our fellow-creatures, like 
the Jews formerly, in their zeal for the truth of what 
was done in forrr^r times and for other people, — seem 
to forget his infinitude and omnipresence: — and when 
he comes m their fiesh to redeem them, and " to bless 
them by tummg every one of them from their Iniqui- 
ties," they reject and crucify him for the sake of their 
outward law, and carnal asages. 

With much truth of afieclion, 

I am thy siocere friend, 

Bdvabd Stablbb. 
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AJezandrU, 3nd mo. lit, 1EEZ8> 
Mr DEAR Younci PRiBitn, — 

How can I promote thy happiness so effectually 
in regard to thyself, as by an endeavour to turn thy 
(already awakened) attention to the inspection of those 
precious realities, which being of universal importance 
to the children of men, in all their various states and 
conditions, — are, by the kindness of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, rendered accessible to the young and the old, the 
good and the evill I have, however, witnessed in 
my own experience while young, the perplexing effects 
of that indefinite mode of inculcating the truths of the 
gospel, which has almost universally prevailed among 
the professors of the christian name. But I am not 
aboul to charge it upon them as a fauU, — but rather 
to state it (which is the truth of the matter) as the ne- 
cessary consequence of following the paths of prescrip- 
tion and tradition, instead of consulting the original 
principles by which alane the truth and power of salva- 
tion and redemption can be known or experienced. I 
have often felt, in my younger years^ that poverty and 
nakedness of spirit which stood in need of food and clo- 
thing; but found them unrelieved by hearing or read- 
mg the vague admonition, " be ye fed; and be ye 
clothed;" when the things themselves which would 
have supplied my necessities, were not prtnted oyt. 

We are \cAA by an ineptred writer, that the clothing 
of the New Jerusalem was-" fine lineuj clean and 
white-" He does not, however, leave the figure with- 
out a definition; but goes on to say, ** whicff is rtidrigh- 
9 of saints." The powers then which consti- 
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tute righteousness, forna tiie true garments of (11 V^ 
become inhabitants of thai " holy city." And in rela- 
tion to these, there is no necessity to trust our safety up- 
on an implicit feith in mysteries or unknown things, — 
for it is self-evident: — and unless the souls of the chil- 
dren of men become so ignorant as not to perceive (he 
ditference between love and hatred, — kindness and an. 
ger, — mercy and cruelty, &c. — or should be unocm- 
scious of the ditference in their influences to produoe 
happiness and misery, — surely they cannotfail of cer- 
tainty in the knowledge that the fine linen, clean and 
white, " which is the righteousness of saints," is as 
really composed pf a combination of the powers of 
goodness, thus universally distributed for acceptance, 
.as linen is formed by the interwoven threads wiiioh 
constitute its fabric. And truly, they who are clothed 
<with it are adorned with beauty; — they are protected 
from the storma and tempests of unholy passions and 
excitements; and surely they are saved! 

The same may be said with equal truth, of the spi- 
ritual food by which only the soul can be sustained, 
and " grow in stature day by day, and in favour with 
Grod and laan:" ibr, as Joseph said of the dreams of 
Pharaoh, " they are one." For the same principles of 
righteousness which clothe the soul with purity, and 
defend it from suffering, also constitute " the bread 
that Cometh down from heaven, and giveth life to the 
world," 

Thus, my dear young friend, it is in the power of 
all of us to know, by a reference to living experience, 
the truth of that gespel which has for its objects, " GUo- 
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;y to Qod in tbe higbast; on earth pea<3«, good will to 
men." For, trace the- principles of goodness to any 
extent that we may, — they will always be found in- 
variably conducing to these ends: — and the blessed 
Fountain from which they issue to us, is the "Christ, — 
the Immanuel, — God with us." The existence of this 
Saviour in former times, as testified of in the scrip- 
tures, together with what he has always done for his 
people, — can never be understood by, or adequately 
known to us, but by a reference to the same Oivine 
power in us, — doing the same things for tu that he 
did for them, — as " God's salvation to the ends of the 
earth." 

This is as much a fact, as that we cannot know 
any thing of the efTects of light or heat (or any other 
natural agent) upon the former generations of the hu- 
man race, but by the presence of the same agents 
operating in the same way upon im that they did upon 
them. The greatest evil perhaps that ever appeared 
among men, has been the substitution of imagiiuktion 
ibr experience, and conjectures for facts, in relation to 
the momentous subject of ReSgion; and this is super- 
tlition. I have felt its enthralling power, and known 
ita bewildering influence: and I would willingly guard 
others from wandering in the same unprofitable mazes 
of error and disappointment, which made my existence 
a burden, — and strewed my path with sorrows. For 
our souls are possessed of an irrepressible hunger for 
good, wliich no earthly enjoyment can satisfy, — no 
religious theory appease. These then, ought to be 
abandoned, from their demonstrated inability to per- 
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form what we stand in need ctf.Mtd vaioly expect &om 
them; — more especially, as eiw aiperience and obser- 
vation afibrd plentirul evidence, that love is the agent 
by which all human beings are made affectionate, — 
that humility makes them humble, — and kindnesB 
makes them kind, &c. These therefore are reahtie* 
of undeniable efficacy; — they are knowable with posi- 
tive certainty;— and their dominion is always a double 
blessing) flret, from their own heavenly influence; — 
and secondly, by annihilating their opposing princi- 
ples, and thereby preventing all thdr disastrous coose* 
quences. 

I remain thy very affectionate friend, 

Edwabd Stablsr. 

Aleiuidrii, Snd mo. ISlh, 1638. 
Mt OBAK Fkibhds, — 

I have very often contemplated with much eam- 
estnaes of feeling, the spectacle of professors of religion 
seeking to bo'" made perfect by the flesh," which Jesus 
himself declared "profjteth nothing:" for, it is worthy 
of notice, that it was othis own flesh that he was then 
speaking, as you will find by consulting (he Sth chap- 
ter of John. But the views of those to whom he was 
addressing himself, being altogether outward, they had 
misunderstood his preceding expressions, and said, 
" how can this man give ua his flesh to eat?" and to 
correct this mistake, the above declaration was made 
by him. 

I am abundantly sensible, from my own experience, 
that while our views are outward, we can form no 
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Other than outward ealinates of iti» aH-important sub- 
ject of religion : and hea^ it is that the world has in 
all ages been full of outward religion, variously modi- 
fied by education, and social influence; but incapable 
of producing any higher or better effects than to gov- 
ern, with more or less efficacy, the afiklrg of the out- 
ward creature of this world. Its " meats, and drinks, 
and divers washings, and carnal ordinances," are only 
applicable to this creature, and have no power to 
" make the comers thereunto perfect, as pertains to 
the conscience." How vain and unprofitable, then, is 
a dependance upon even the most perfect and power- . 
ful of outward things, to efiect the important change 
" from the image of the earthly to the image of the 
heavenly \" For instance; suppose that you or I had 
an open vision, equal in magniticeace and splendour 
to that which Peter, James, and John beheld on mount 
Tabor, when the fashion of their Master's countenance 
was changed, " his face shining as the sun, and his 
garments white as the light," — could it be of any more 
or greater advantage to us, than it was to them? But, 
we find from the records of scripture, that this glorious ' 
display did not mstruct them at all in the nature of 
his kingdom, nor imbue them with its powers; nor were 
they qualified even to be his " witnesses," until they 
were made partakers of his spirit, — the same by which 
all his works were performed, and in which he pro- 
mised to be with them " always, leven to the end of the 
world." If then the actual, visible display of the holi. 
ness, the wisdom, the power, and the glory which ex- 
isted in him, were powerless to make them partakers 
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of l^e kingdom sof Christ, or to inform them of the 
true nature of it, or of Him, — how more than feeUa 
must be oft imperfect conjecturea ccmceming the same 
things, formed from the mere histore of them, which 
has been transmitted to us through the uncertain me- 
diums of &llihle copyists and translators; or the still 
more fallible interpretations of men who have evinc* 
ed their unfitness for the service, by a conduct and 
conversation the reverse of his whom they profess to 
servel 

But, blessed be his holy name, we are not left in 
this mournful predicament; nor are the unspeakable 
benefits of present and eternal felicity made depen- 
dent upon circumstances so limited and corruptible; 
him b the light of men, and " is 
htetb every man that cometh into 
>ivine, immortal, and unchanged 
' fountain of living waters; — from 
reality, all the streams of righte- 
id truth, perpetually flow to the 
, and not the history of their ope- 
rations, constitute "the river, the streams whereof 
make glad the city of God." This must have been 
true before the scriptures were written, or the scrip- 
tures which testify to it could not be a true record. 
And it b by these powers alone, that we can ascertain 
the truth of the scriptures; for the things written of, 
are the true interpreters of the words written; and 
every thing short of these, can only inspire mere cdD- 
jectures about unknown things. 
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The oaiuuel, tfaareibK, which -all the afectionate 
feelingB of my apirit teader to you, 19, Let not your 
hearts htftrouUed with the nitnouri aod conjectures <rf 
your own, or other laiada, concerning outward, absent, 
or dist«nl thh)gs. It is too obvious to be disputed^lhu 
'■a man's eaemKs are thqy of his own hcHisehold-" 
And what stronger evidence can be nec^sary to 
prore, that if he is to be delivered frtrni them, his Sa- 
viour must be within bimt agreeably to the declara- 
tion, " Ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you." . ■ - 

lO' relation to the prepared body, in which our Di- 
vine Mufer was manifested' eighteen hundred years 
ago, unless the advocates for Us being in heaven at the 
right hand of Giod, oati prove that it was not fiesh and 
Hood, their views will oppose the declaration of the 
apbttlo, that " fle^ and blood cannot inherit the king- 
dom of Ciod." But could we know all about it, where 
it is now, or what became of it when it disappeared, — 
1 da not see any advantage that could accrue to ua 
from euch knowledge; seemg " it is the Spirit- that 
qnickeneth, the flesh profilcth nothing." 
' I shall long rentembef, with much affection, your 
attention and kindness when - 1 was with you, and 
should be glad to retuin it in kind to you. or any of 
your Spends who may plaoe it in the power of jrour 
fri«Mt,' 

Edwakd Stablbk. 

IS 
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7b a long tried, and mttfluite Fti*itd. 

Alezandm, 3rd mo. lit, 1898. 
My DBA& Phiend,— 

The trials of Friends in Ohio, mentioned in the 
tetter of which thou wast so kind hs to se&d a copy to 
T. W. and myself, excited inuch feeling for them; and 
awakened deep solicitude that they may avail them- 
seWes of the liberal bounty of a gracious ProvidesEe, 
who unsparingly dispenses for the acceptance of hisra- 
ticmal creatures, his "good and perfect gifts" of "righ- 
teousness, goodness, and Truth," as the armour with 
wftich they may at once defend themselves against alt 
the assaults of evil, and successfully combat its various 
powers, whether operating in themselves or throu^ 
others: and I do not see the possibility of a victoi^ that 
can be of any advantage to them, but what is achieved 
with these weapons. If they avail themselves of these, 
they win not be permitted to sacrifice their religioue 
liberty at the command of any worldly power, how. 
ever great; nor be. seduced from Uieir allegiance to 
the King of kings, by the example of " all kindreds, 
nations, tongues and people;" nor be driven froili the 
path of dmy, by threats of sufierings to be inflicted by 
their fellow- mortals: but in maintaining theiT righteoua 
cause, the^ will show forth by "a godly conversation, 
ooupled with fear," the innocence and purity of a gos- 
pel spirit, which will shorten their season of trial. Mid 
speak to all who behold them with more persoasive 
eloquence, than the tongues of men or of angels. 

1 have also often fell for my brethren, who have 
assumed the unhappy position of "l«rds over God'a 
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heritage." For, under no poaaible oirouinslaiioes ttMt 
I can conceive ot, can such a Btate be other than a 
goawing worm and a tormenting fire to them; nor can 
ihey maintain that position by the " armour of righ- 
teouaness;" but must form an alliance with, and avaU 
themselves of the assistance of anger, and hatred, and 
evil speaking, &c. We have all of ua probably known 
enough of the nature and effects of these tempers, lo 
be assured of the impossibility of happiness to a humaa 
eoul< that is pursuing a course which must be supportr 
ed by their assistanoe. 

If 1 have ever received any true impression of the 
•latuie of the christian religion, it distinctively consists 
in the operations of Christ, the "wisdom and power 
of God/' manifested in ,the flesh individually and col- 
lectively of all the rational creation, —aa a spiritual 
fountain from which, and from which alone, all the 
streams of righteousness have ever flowed. This is 
the only "mediator between God and man." It is "the 
way,— Uie truth, — and the life." And no man can 
come, or ever did come to the Father, but by this 
spiritual and Divine birth, or "Son of God." He ia 
not, and cannot be a person, — any more thm wisdom 
and .power can be persons; — but he b manifested in 
persons* and becomes in thcfn the "wisdom of God" to 
instruct them, and "the power of God" to save them. 
He begins our salvation, by "convincing us of sin." 
He advances it, by "convincing us of righteousness." 
He completes it, by "delivering us from iniquity." His 
birth in jnan gives oropriety to one of the appellations 
he has tLBBMfne^mt. the "eon of man:" but God ia 
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always his Father. And in his relatton to hamao na- 
ture, the soul of man stands only in the state of mater- 
nity; but he comes always, and to every condition, " in 
the power of his Father, and with the holy angels," — 
to divide and to separate £11 the good and evil that are 
in tiie world of man, "as a shepherd dividelh his sheep 
from the goats," To the_^^, he declares, "Come, ye 
blessed of my Father;" — not as conferring a new state 
of being which they had not before, but as declarative 
of their real nature and fitness to "inherit the kingdom 
prepared for thom from the foundation of the world." 
And the children of men are made partakers of this 
blessing, which is unchangeably and eternally true of 
goodness, only whenever and in just proportion to {he 
degree in which they feed, visit, clothe, and minister 
to the holy and heavenly principles which are the off- 
spring of the Divine nature, — the brethren of Christ,— 
and the "ministering spirits sent forth to minister fm' 
them that shall be the heirs.'of salvation." For, as 
they are the only powers hy which intelligent beings 
can know the will of God, or do it — so, by entertaining 
these, they are enabled to know and do the will of 
their heavenly Father; and, as Christ himself has said, 
"whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mo- 
ther." Look at the reverse of this statement; and the 
sentence of "Go ye cursed," will be seen to apply es- 
aentially and necessarily, not to man in the abstract, 
but to men under the government of the principles of 
evil; the unchangeable and eternal nature of jvhich is 
to tonneut and bewilder its subject8,'~to deaolate and 
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destroy that heavenly harmmy and Divine ordar which 
alone constitute the " paradise of God." 

How vaiir then ia every effort to attain to the joys 
of God's salvatioi^, or to avoid the horrors and miseries 
of evil, — by cultivating a belief in abstract systetne, 
tbrmed of diversified conjectures concerning abtent 
and waknown things! Upon this ground, there always 
have been, still a.te, and always must be rents and 
divisions, strifes aifll contentions, wllh their mournful 
attendants, — " weeping, and wailing, and gnaeblDg of 
teeth." 

But, Oh ! my friend, if our fellow.c features could be 
persuaded to forsake the " law of carnal command- 
ments," and accept of the offered and inestimable &. 
Tour of " the power of an endless life," how certainly 
would it illuminate their darkness, — in which there 
can be no true vision, — and give them " the light df 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face (or real 
appearanc^ of Jesus Christ" himself; — the same Di- 
vine and heavenly Being " who created the world and 
all things that are therein," — who is not limited in his 
manifestation to one person, br age, or generation, but 
ia the same unchangeable Fountain of Life, which is 
the " true light that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world." This woiild reveal to tjjem the true 
ateoement, as it regards themselves individually, that 
it cMisists not in the vicarious sufferings of another, 
but in the crucifixion of their own flesh with the lusts 
thereof, — by teaching and enabling them to deny 
themselves, and take up the same cross by which, in 
1^ 
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all ages, he has crucified his votaries to the world, 
and the world to them. 

I had no prospect, when I began a repljrto thy kind 
letter, of running into a discussion of these things; 
but they opened to my view as I proceeded; and as I 
know them to be true and important, I feel free to eub- 
mit them to thy inspection. I am induced to do this, 
not with the view to inform tSee of things that I sus- 
pected thou wast unacquainted with; for I willingly 
assent to the belief that thy knowledge of Divine truth 
is superior to mine; but I feel great endearment of 
aSection toward thee, and am not without a hope that 
it will give thee pleasure to receive a salutation of this 
kind from a brother. 

I am, with much affection, thy friend, 

Edwaed Stab^b. 

Memorandums. •' 

Truly ii ie a wonderful thing, that ther*sbould be 
any intelligent and accountable creature that can feel 
disposed to limit (if he had the power) the exercise of 
inquiry upon those subjects, in the truth of which 
every one b alike interested; more especially, when 
it is obvious that if man lakes from his brother the 
privilege of knowing for himself, and compels him to 
repose his faith upon the ipse dixit of another, he does 
in reality deprive his brother of the means of happi- 
ness; and he accumulates responsibility upon himself, 
in exact proportion to the measure of the privation to 
which he subjects his brother. For I think it ia self- 
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evident, that if I- deprive another of the power or will 
of doing an indispenaahle act, I am the cause why that 
act is not done, — and therefore aiQ accountable tor 
the omission. .This is a responsibility, in relation to 
concerns of eternal import especially, that I should 
tremble to assume; though it appears that many are 
disposed to court it as a desirable possession. 

A happy and instructive emblem of the slate of an 
mnocent mind, — surrounded by the conflicting senti- 
ments, and tumultuous excitements, and corruptions 
of the world in alt its departments, — is afibrded by 
the dove which went forth from Noah's ark over the 
earth, the surface of whiph was covered with the flood 
that had drowned its inhabitants, and destroyed its liv- 
ing productions. In this stale of things, "she found 
no rest for the sole of her fool." Neitlier can the 
mind find rest or peace, alter a similar visit, but by 
imitating her example, in returning inward to that aric 
which we are alt Divinely instructed to build, (not of 
" gopher wood" — for that could only aiTord protection 
from a flood of water, — but) of the spiritual rtiaterials 
which God has abundantly given for the purpose, viz: 
the principles of- goodness or righteousness; which 
" being joined and compacted together by that which 
every joint supplieth," — does form a place of refuge 
and defence from all those perturbing and deba^ng 
influences, aa real in its nature and saving power, in 
relatim to the soul, ,as Noah's was in respect to ani- 
mal life. 
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^The Bubject of this memoir felt himself called by 
religious duty to attend a meeting of Friends, which 
was appointed to.be held in Philadelphia in the lOtb 
mon^ of the year 1827; and also a session of the re- 
organized Yearly Meeting in the 4th month of the 
fbllowing year; ht both gf which aervicea he obtained 
the sanction of the monthly meeting. Under the dis- 
couragements which at that time bore upon a large 
portion of the Friends of Philadelphia and the adjacent 
country, the pfcsence of an influential and approved 
minister from a neighbouring Yearly Meeting, was 
rejoiced in as a favour. The assemblies for worahip, 
on both those occasions, were crowded and solemn, 
and heavenly love greatly abounded. In the follow, 
iog letter to his wife, he gives a short account of his 



Ablngton, 4th mo. 39lh, 1838. 
My DB.iR Maby,— 

This is two days more than a week since I wrote 
to thee from Philadelphia. I left there on second-day 
morning afler the Yearly Meeting, and have attended 
a meeting every day since. The assemblies of the 
people were large, and in every instance we witnessed 
the accompaniment of profound solemnity. I feel that 
it is a season of renewed visitation to my own mind; 
and I believe it is so to many others. It has been pre- 
ceded by a time of" treading down, and of perplexity;" 
and many, having passed through this, and arrived at 
a state where they feel all the elements of the storm 
and tempest to have subsided, — are enjoying the de. 
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lightful calm with great comfort. Towards this state, 
the exercises and opeDings which have engaged my 
attention and defined my duties, have been directed; — 
to explain and open the powers of the storm, and the 
• elements of pe.aoe; and to turn the attention of my 
lellow-creatures to these, as the causes which Infinite 
Wisdom has rendered accessible to them; — the na- 
tures of which they have known, and the consequences 
of which have formed theij experience: so that their 
fijtb may not rest in vague speculation, but on the 
basis of experimental Truth, # # » * 

My friends, wherever 1 go, are as kind and atten- 
tive to me as my heart could wish; and almost in 
every instance they show as much kindness towards 
each other; which tnakes the intercourse with ihera 
doubly pleasant. But through all and with all, my 
heart's warmest attachments remain unalienated and 
without wandering from my precious family circle, 
which always must form the dearest centre around 
which (in this world) will revolve the love of thy 
ftfiectionate 

Edwabd Stableb. 

Perhaps there was no period of his life when he 
was so warmly attached, as at this time, to his old 
acquaintances, and those whom his frequent journeys 
and the interesting condition of the Society, had lately 
introduced to him. The following letters, written after 
his return from this visit, bear ample testimony to the 
correctness of the above statement, and abound with 
deep instruction. 
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Alexuidiia, 5lh mo. 16th, 1896. 
Mt dkak a., — 

Thy kind letter by M. H. was very acceptaUe . 
indeed, and required no apology aot excuse, but ntther 
commendation, in that thou hadsl summoned to thy aid 
■o much of the power of a better principle than " self. 
isbness," (I mean haidStif) as to overcome the "pride" 
that would have prevented thee from conferring on thy 
absent friend so pleasant an evidence of thy friendship. 
I am perauaded it is thus also, that we are otWn pre- 
vented from coming to the Father of mercies, our kind 
and heavenly friend,-^— whose love is always ext^iding 
itself towards us. But some mistaken view of his bless- 
ed character, which calls forth and nourishes some cor. 
rupting impulse in ourselves, that makes us afraid to 
approach him (incumbered with weaknesses and with 
errors) leet we become obnoxious to bis censure, or 
victims to his wrath, — prevents us from accepting hia 
offered benefactionsj which would (if received) change 
alVour views in relation to him, and enable us to know 
him to he in the utmost reaMty, "gracious, merolfiil, 
long-suffering, abundant in goodness, and in truth." 
And this change would be produced, — this lovely 
image would be delineated, — by the vtry things them- 
sehies, which he offers to our. acceptance lor the ex- 
press purpose of changing us from the image of the 
earthly nature, in which we must "have tribulation," 
into the image of the heavenly, where there b peace 
and joy forever. But these important eflects are not 
wrought in us by notions or eonjecturea concerning these 
precious gifts, as they may be supposed to exist in the 
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Divine miDd, — or a« we may imagine them to operate 
CHI othera: but they must be received by ourselves, and 
wotk by their own nature in us, to make ua gracious, 
Hwrcifiil, &c., in the same natural and self-evident 
way that anger does to make us angTy,-^>r love, to 
make US affectifHiate. 

Upon this poiut, as it appears to me, the question 
rests, in relation to the ditTerence between the religion 
of Christ and that of anti-christ. The first is consti- 
tuted by those living powers (or operations of the life 
of God in our souls) working in us both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure. The other consists in theories 
and notions, and doctrines and opinions, which have 
neither life nor power to help or to save us. To the 
first] I invite thy earnest and continued attention, — as 
to a perpetually increasing treasure of wisdom and 
happiness, which, the more thou knowest of it, the 
more thou wilt love it. But Oh! let not anything de- 
lude thee into a dependance upon the latter, which 
cannot bless thee, even now, — but will always disap- 
point thee in thy utmost need. 

I was fiivoured to return in safety to my dear hiane 
and family, yesterday about two o'clock, and Ibimd 
. all welt, to my great comfort. I had been favoured 
llirough all my journey with a continued evidence of 
the kind regard of my heavenly Master, who now add- 
ed this sweet evidence of his mercy, that he had also 
preserved my precious fiimily, and restored me to them 
in health and safety. 

The salutation of my love is presented to thy dear 
father and mother, sister and brothers, — itnd to such 
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of my friends in your neighbourhood as thou mayet 
- meet with, particularly J. T. and wife. I went to see 
the latter in Philadelphia, and hope she may by this 
time hb restored to her. home. I rirauld have been 
glad of thy company to Darby; but the roads were so 
much cut up, that much difficulty was associated with 
the journey, which thou escaped by not being with us. 
Farewell, my young friend; accept the best wishes and 
kindest salutatirais of diy very affectionate friend, 

Edwabo Stabi:gh. 

Aleundrii, Gth mo. 19tb, 1898. 
My DEAB Fbieiti!, — 

A permanently crippled Tight hand renders it dif- 
ficult fof me to write, but I feel disposed to d6 what 1 
can to deserve thy future communications, and to help 
forward the invaluable cause of righteousness, and abo 
to advocate that "liberty wherewith Christ has made 
us free" from the corrupting domination of erringattd 
fallible human nature; which, from motives of self. 
aggrandizement, would subject all things to its own 
government, and set itself up as an object of homage, 
instead of God himeelf. ■ For this is really done, in 
every instance where man presumptuously assumes to 
himself, and esercises the privilege of urging upon his 
fellows a- conforanity to dogmas and prescriptions — 
(right or wrong) hy any other agency or power than 
the convincement of their understandings. If this 
point be conceded on their part, there is, at Mice and 
totally, an almndonment of their allegiance to the Ring 
of kings; and the more perfect their vassalage is, Uw 
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greater is the likelihood that they will be compelled to 
take "darkness for light, and light fordarknesa; evil 
for good, and good for evil." Witness the hiatory of 
man in all ages, both as a civil and religious creatun. 
What a multitude of gilded chains have been wound 
around him in both capacities! by which he has been 
dragged to ^air Moloch-altar, and. his whole being, 
and rightsyaad happiness, sacrificed without compunc- 
limi and without justice, to the God of this world. But, 
wvre nioh a disastrous sovereignty really beneficial to 
those who eserdse it, there would be at least ao much 
of an apology for them; but the contrary la necessarily 
true, aod demooBtrated to be so by all that we know 
of the Divine laws, and by all that we know of humui 
experience. Like the slave-holder, they must first 
bring their own minds to submit to the government 
of the desolating powers of u 
ia possible for them to enfon 
others. This is self-evident ft 
can act angrily, until himself 
proudly*, but by his obedience 
Now it is an indubitable tru 
teous principles prevail in any mind, the greater is the 
misery of that mind; and the wider the range of its ac- 
^on b upon otberB, the more extended is the calamity 
of which it becomes the author; and vice versa. Every 
mind must be blessed, in proportion to the purity and 
hoUneas of the principles by which it is actuated; and 
the purs, peaceable, gentle, afiectionale, aod mercifiil 
mind must, by ila example and all its operations upon 
others, have a necessary tendency to obviate their 
13 
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distresses, and to enlarge the circle of tlieir enjoy- 
ments. 

These facte being notorious among mankind, it ex- 
cites at once astonislunent and r^ret, that there should 
be BO much zeal and earnestness employed to turn 
their aUentioD to other things, as essentially good or 
coH; and thereby to withdraw tiieir homage froAi the 
" Fountain of living waters," — the source from which 
all the streams of goodness flow, — and by the operation 
of which, alone, it becomes possible for any member 

' of the human family to be made good; or sev^ed and 
cleansed from the auffermga and defilement* of evil. 
But tlie generality of professors now (as in the days 
of George Fox) seem to be chiefly solicitous, both in 
respect to tkemsehes and their Saviour, about the body, 
and the external things which are applicable to it alone. 
This appears to me to constitute the root of all the 
alleged differences about doctrines amongst Friends; 
and this has occasioned so many eflcols to believe in 
and to inculcate a depeudance upon things of an out- 
ward nature, and that exert no specific power in rela- 
tion to the. causes of their own good and evil, — to the 

• consequent neglect of those tilings which assuredly, by 
all human experience, are the real, operative agents 
in these respects. The more, however, the stagnant 
pool is stirred and troubled, the more will the healing 
powers which have been hidden in it, iiecome conspic- 
uous. "Judges will be raised up as at the first, and 
counsellors as at the Ijeginaing;" who being taught 
themselves in the school of Christ to know the instru- 
m^its by which "God worketh in us, both to will and 
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to do of his good pleasure," — will be compelled by *D 
the feelinga of love and kiudDesa, to go forth and call 
the attention of tiieir bKithers and eisters to that birth 
of the Divine life within them, which con^tuted the 
Christ who was manifested in the Messiah, and still 
remains to be the " Immanuel, — God with ua,"— "the 
Fountain of living waters," — and " the true light that 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world." 

With the assurance that my best wishes are with 
thee, I remain thy friend, 

Edwakd Staslbe. 

AleundrU, 8tli wo. 99tfa, 1B9S. 
Mv &BAK PbIEMD, 

The apostle Paul admonished one of the churpbu 
fonnerly to "Beware of dogs; — beware of eyil work- 
ers; — ^beware of the concision." If this be understood 
even literally, there must have been something in 
dogs, evil workers, and in those of the concision, that ' 
rendered them hurtful and dangerous, and therefore 
to be avoided. And if such were to be avoided be- 
cause of the injurious qualities which were in thejn, 
bow much more ought these quaKties themselves to • 
be avoided, by which dogs, evil workers, Sec. were 
rendered pernicious! I think this is the true spirit of 
the apostle's admonition; — and if I had a voice loud 
enough to be heard over the world, it should be em- 
ployed to summon the attention of my fellow creatures 
to the prmdplea and jmeers which must first be m 
them, and obeyed by them, before they can do either 
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good or evil. The same apostle above quoted, goes 
on to contrast the state of the dog, evil worker, and 
mmcisioD, with the condition most to be desired and 
pursued by himself and others. "We," he says, "are 
the ciroumoision who worship God in spirit, — rejoice 
in Christ Jesua, — and have no amfdence in the fieah." 
But what is the circumcision to wliich he aJludedT — 
He tells us in another place, " Circumcision is of the 
heart,-— ^ the spirit, and not in the tetter." (Rom. ch. 
ii. T. 28.) All this is confirmed by the experience of 
all men. It is known that attger must precede its own 
works, as certainly as that JWe must first exist, be- 
fbre the works of love can ^ performed. It is the 
same in relation -to every good and every evil that is 
ponible to man. 

True Quakerism (which is true Christianity) Aands 
diningui^ed from every other religion in this eminent 
particular,— that it is altogether spiritual, — and only 
Sims at accomplishing efiects by means of their causes. 
Thtis, it never aims at making the creature affectton- 
ftte, but by means of love; nor merciful, but by means 
of mercy; nor good, but by means of goodness. And 
herein it demonstrates its origin to be from the foun- 
tain of Divina wisdom; — for through all nature and 
creatures, this is the method of God's proceeding. — 
"Holy men of old," as well M the righteous progeni- 
tors of our Society, came to a knowledge of the Life 
in them, from which these precious causes of all righ- 
teousness proceed. They obeyed its instructions, and 
beoaroe wise. They confided in its powers, and were 
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saved snd redeemed. From the mmeneBs of its effecb 
in themselves, when obedient to its govemnient, diejr 
witnessed it to be the same heavenly power which 
gave^ to saints their holiness, and to prophets their 
wisdom and foreeight. In short, they found it to be 
"Christ, the wisdom of God, and the power of God," 
by whom the world was created and all things that 
are therein. The scriptures, which are a record of 
the operations of this Divine wisdom and power in the 
minds of their writers, became opened and understood 
by their successors, through the experience of the 
same things in themselves which had inspired and ac- 
tuated the former; and^bey had thereby an evidence 
of their truth, superior to all human testimony. 

But neither tha/, nor any who are the followers of 
die same Divine Leader, ever placed, or can place 
the scriptures in any other or higher position, than as 
the teritittga of holy men. They cannot ascribe to them 
any saving or redeeming power; though they truly 
confess that they bear a true testimony to that which 
can both save and redeem. The undemtanding of 
" the natural man, who receiveth not the things of the 
spirit of God," has made a wonderful medley out of 
its conjectures about the meanings of the words of the 
"holy men of old;" — and this medley constitutes what 
it denominates its religion. The most acute of human 
minds have endeavoured to form consistent structures 
out of these imagined meanings: — but discord and 
confusion, chaos and contradiction, every where and 
in all ages, have stamped their most ingenious efibrts 
13* 



wtdi defeat; — and they have all had in auooesritn to 
naort to mystery to conceal the deformities in their 
wyateoiB, which would otherwise have been too glaring 
to admit of their being received by any rational mind. 
I remain thy friend, 

EowAno Stabiab- 

AlaundrU, 8lh ma SOtb, 1838. 
Mt DBjUt FkUHP, — 

What the report thou alludeat to can hare arisen 
from, I know not; but it is certain that such a conflict 
with a lawyer, of with any body else upHn ^te subject 
•Uted, never occurred to me at any time that I know 
of. That I may, more than once, from the gallery and 
in ocmversation, have made use of the incident of the 
young man coming to Jeeua, Sta., as an illustration of 
the stat« of man, after obeying by his own best powers 
an outward law, oonunanding outward actions and ob- 
■ervancee, is, I think, highly probable. In one case, I 
remember to have done it in a meeting al Alexandria; 
and I did state, that however great our possessions ol 
that kind of righteousness might be, as it was alto- 
gether outward, the soul would be left in poverty; be- 
cause it might still be proud, obdurate, fierce, &c., and 
this state would prevent the peace of the soul, and 
very fiaturally induce an inquiry similar to that of the 
young man, " What shall I do that I may inherit eter- 
nal liie?" And then, I went on to show that a taU 
hnplied an tKchange of commodities,— « thing to bt 
parUd with, and something else as the price, to be »• 
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tetBed wtteadofU. And his obedience to those par- 
ticulars of the outwaard law tfaat were then mentioned, 
Dot liaving enriched his mind, (neither would outward 
things eiirich the mind of any other human being, but 
the Boul would still he ptxtr, if it had not the " treasure 
in.heavea") — to obtain this treasure, he must sell all 
that ha has, — all that ia pnqierly his own;— all that 
keeps Hm in poverty, tmd prevenia Aim Jrom iiAerUing 
eternal Ufe. I' then stated what some of these things 
wfire; and the price that would be given to us for 
them, if we were willing to sell them, viz: — If we 
would give up our pride, we should have hunttHiy in 
place of it. Our obduracy might be exchanged for ten- 
derness of heartj and oat fierceitess, for gentleness, &c. 
And these Ha^s bei^ sjnritual, and appertaining both 
in nature and quaUly to the soul, they would make 
it " rich toward God;" — and become to it treasures in 
heaoen which is amstituled of " rigtUecmsness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy SptrU," 

ECWABD StABLBB. 

The &ttA of the following series of letters, may be 
oompared with one which he wrote to his sister-in-law 
from Petersburg, in the year 1791; [see page 23] in 
which he quotes the expressions of Job as then appli- 
cable to himself: " I go forward but he is not there; and 
backward, hut I cannot perceive him." The differ- 
ence between the anxious uncertainty which he felt 
in the first instance, and the happy assurance in tbe 
aecood, is remarkable and instructive. 
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' AlextuidriH, dth mo. SSiitl, 183& 
Mt deae Friend, — 

I hope I feel in some degree as I ought, the kind- 
ness and coniidence which thou hast expressed towards 
me: and if my ikbility were equal to my wishes, I 
Bbculd not only repay ^em in kind, (which I do most 
cordially) but I would gladly convert their effects into 
an occasion' for introducing thy precious mind to a 
more intimate acquaintance with those "ministering 
spirits," whose presence in the human soul always an- 
nounces the tulvent of the universal Messiah, as "glad 
tidings of great joy to ail people;" for they proceed 
from him, and through them he "convinces the world 
of sin, — of righteousness, — and of judgment." 

My'heart is often warmed with inexpressible endear- 
ment toward those who, like the queen of the south in 
relation to Solomon, have "htard of the wisdom" and 
goddness of this greater than he; but who, " receiving 
(by tradition and education) for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men," — are directirg dieir attention 
ouSaeard, lachcard, and forward, where " they cannot 
perceive him:" — and, finding themselves disappointed 
of salvation from the causes which defile and distress 
them, are under the necessity of still inquiring " where 
he feedeth, and where he maketh his flock to rest at 
noon." These feelings have been especially excited 
in relation to the young, whose length of days has not- 
been sufficient to afford them enlarged experience; but 
whose senative and intelhgent minds are hungering 
and thirsting for the real (not speculative) food and 
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drink, that mS uouriBh the soul, and " spring up unto 
«Yeiia8tiDg life." 

I am entirely persuaded, that if these would ctmsult 
the records of the book of £fe, instead of the indefinite 
iuiaginings which are excited in their minds by the 
sayings and the writiQgs of others, they would iiod in 
the characters which compose that living volume, an 
exposition too plain to be misunderstood, of itta real 
causes of all the good and evil that ever blessed or 
afflicted an intelligent creature. And it is Qom the 
realities which are there only to be found, that all true 
declarations of an outward nature relative to these 
things, can alone be understood. For, it i» aelf-erideat 
thftt no description of love or enmly, content or inquU- 
tilde, could possibly be understood by a being wlio had 
never experienced either of them. 

I am experimentally acquainted with the sorrows of 
that state which "goeth about the city, in the tireeU, 
and in the broad-waya," seeking the Beloved, and not 
finding him. My feelings in that condition have been 
distressed, even to agony: and while trembling, hope- 
less, and disconsolate under the dreadful pressure, — 
surrounded also with darkness and confusion, the 
mournful persuasion of my heart was, that my hea- 
venly Father had " forsaken me." But in this expe- 
rience, I was (without tiien knowing it) a partaker of 
the Bufierings of Christ, in a measure adequate to my 
ability to bear them. But I have now ixt doubt, that 
the awful process was for the purpose of "crucifying 
the fle^, with the lusts thereof;" — and that, in pro. 
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{Kotion as this was accomplished, the veil was rent 
which concealed from my view the contents of ■■ the 
holy of holies." 

For, whereas the capacities of the " natural man" 
are limited to " natural things," and his homage and 
dependance are altogether upon them, utd " the things 
of the Spirit of God are foolishness to him;"-^t ia 
evident, that while they have the ascendency, they 
(^rate as a veil to the soul, which hidea from its per- 
ceptions that countless train of spiritual realities, which 
are at once appropriate and powerful to refine and to 
bless it. That veil, therefore, must be rent by a cru- 
cifying process which has the natural man for its 
victim; aad in proportion as its life decUnes, the con- 
cealing medium is dissipated; and when it ^gnres, 
"the veil is r^nt from the top (o the bottom, — the earth 
ijuakes, — the rocks are rent," and those faeaTsnly - 
powers and priuciides which have always given to 
saints thdr holiness, "arise from their graves," in 
which they have been buried under earthly deares 
and interests, — aaA hopes at>d fears, — " and show 
themselves" to the renovated mind, as God's " minis- 
tering spirits, sent forth to minister for them that shall 
be the heirs of salvation." 

But though these powers are expressed by dutinct 
appeSatioTis, they are not difibrent nor separate from 
the Divine life which is manifested in the souls of the 
people; but are indeed its own operations, diversified 
in name only, by the diverei^ of condition upon which 
ita unchangeable nature <^rale8. Thus, ttw srime 
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Divine energy which acts as love, and deetroys-eDinUy 
fuid hatred, — alfio operates aa justice, to destroy in jus- 
tioe, and to render itfi votaries Just, &o. &c. 

I received a letter front thy dear father by the same 
hand which w^s the bearer of thine. It . ie almost 
needless to say that it was cordially acceptable, and 
that my best feelings and wishes will go widi him in 

. his contemplaited jpurney. 

Thou wilt probably have heard before thia gets to 
hand, of the division of Ohio Yearly Meeting, and the 
attending drcumstances. And I am still unchanged 
in the belief,' that this scene of earthquake, wind, and 

, fire, will prepare many minds to recede from the com- 
motions produced by ■ them; ibr they cannot but per- 
ceive that the Lord ia not in them. And I hope that 
many will be induced to turn a more attentive ear to 
that " still, small voice," which can at once tMlruet 
and empower, redeem and save. 

Need I tell my young friend that I have great plea- 
sure in corresponding with her, and that she occupies 
a prominent station in the attachment which binds the 
whole family to the heart of her a^tionate friend, 

Edward Stablbe. 

Alexandria, 9lb mo., 1938. 
My deab Fhiend, — . 

h IB one among the apostolic precepts, to "rejoice 
with them that rejoice, and weep with them that weep;" 
and in that sympathy or fellow-feeling for each other, 
of which we are all capable, the ability is felt to com- 
ply with the admonition. Much of this sympathy was 
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ftwakened toward thee, upon the reception of thy last 
letter. The injury thy son had sustained would, I 
knew, had the case been mine, have excited many dis- 
tressing feelings; particularly as long as his case re- 
mained doubtful, or the prospect of recovery uncertain. 
Add to this, the exercises of thy mind in relation to die 
most important of all subjects to thyaelf and thy fellow- 
beings, and the apparent impediments which existed to 
a ooatitirai of efibrls between thee and others for the 
advancement of Uie precious cause of righteousness. 

I have many times reflected with much seriousness 
upon the subject of thy receding from thy connection 
with religious society. Without, however, presuming 
to call in question its propriety at the time it occurred, 
I feel a willingness to suggest some views for thy con- 
nderation. The dispensaticMis of our heavenly Father 
to the children of men, are addressed to them as ra- 
Uondl, sensitive, and social beings. The qualities <xt 
principles which render them such, are of his oiea- 
tion;— and they cannot break the marriage covenant 
which he has established among them, without impair- 
ing that happiness in themselves and usefulness to 
others, for which they were brought into being. All. 
our experience demonstrates the immense importance 
of the rational, sensitive, and social relations of man 
to his fellow-man. It shows again, the blessedness 
of these relations to be increased in measure and in 
power, in proportion to the dominion of goodness and 
of virtue ever them. It is therefore the duty and in- 
terest of every one, not only to cultivate these in bim- 
ttelf, but to promote their increase in every other parson 
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over whom he can exert Any degree of influence; be- 
oa.u8e the hap^Mness of each one is always increased 
in proportion to the happiness of the whble. But if he 
separate himsdf from them, or-so change his relations 
to them as to sacrifice the occasion of exciting this in- 
fluence,' ha severs the connection between his own sen- 
ntive, rational, and social qualities, by thus depriving 
one of them of its proper sphere to act in; and wcK 
one, with alt its appendages, languishes and su^rs a 
declension, in equal measure. . 

It is unhappily loo true, that the great majority of 
human beings have fixed their attention and depen- 
dance upon outward things and actions, as the means 
of that happiness, for which every human soul feels an 
irrepressible desire. Many, in the present day, are 
inculcating a dependance upon individual conjectures 
concerning outward and visible thii^ and actions that 
once were, but are no longer either present, or vUiMe: 
and these are inattentive to the teachings of the omni- 
present, spiritual Power, who is the sole fountain of all 
goodness and virtue, as well as the Creator of all sen- 
sitive, rational, and social beings. But surely this de- 
reliction of all true and efficient knowledge, — liktftbe 
want of health or the presence of anguish ,^-ought to 
render those who are affected by it, objects of tender 
compassion to minds that are in any degree illumina- 
ted by the heavenly vision which Daniel witnessed, 
when he saw the Ancient of days sitting in present 
judgment; and "the fiery stream" which "j«sued and 
oame forth fi^m before him," — the "thoRAid thou- 
sands which ministered to him," and " the ton thousand 
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times tea thousand ^ich stood before Kim," — to be 
realized in the innumentble host of pawers and priixn- 
jJes, by which Divinfr benevolence is contimnillj work- 
ing in the 'aouls of hia' cieatures lo " sUbdue all things 
to himself;" — that He, the glorious san of righteotu- 
nesB, "may be aUm all". But 1 need not pursue the 
avtiject further. My dear friend will reflect upon it, 
■nd AS the decision must be his own, 1 can bheerfiilly 
leave it to himself. 

With sympathy of fesling, I remain, 

'. Edward Stabler, 



I, llthmo.36th, 18Se: 
I hope my young friend has not permitted her heart 
to censure me for suffering her last very acceptable 
communication to remain' so long unanswered. My 
apology for the delay will be found in my absorbed 
attention during our Yearly Meeting, and in having 
had to attend our Quarterly meeting and several other 
meetings since, — the Quarter at seventy miles distant 
IVom Alexandria. . 

Thou hast heard, I expect, that a division took plac§" 
in oflr Yearly Meeting; but it was without storm or 
tumult, — owing probably to the smallnesa of the num- 
ber that went oS. But the course for us to pursue in 
this case, is, to be mor| careful and attentive to culti- 
vate right principles in ourselves, than to detect and 
etpose wrong ones in the minds of others. ' 

When £^r, a^ a disciple of Jesus, had received his 
Master's Vstructtons in -regard to what be was to do, 
ikrice repeated, " Feed my sheep;— feed my lambs; — 
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feed ray siie^;''^— he indulged or gave way tp a curi- 
eaty (very natural to man) ta know the conoems of 
his brothers " What shall this mui Aol" But he was 
wet by the instructive admonition, " If I will that he . 
tarry until tI come, what is that-to thee? FoUo/e tlum 
me." There mag be, and 1 am generally persuaded 
diere viU be a great reforrmtion ainoDg men, growif^ 
out of the present commotions, which have caused so 
much anxiety to many tender and well-disposed mindB. 
And I think it will arise from the spirit of inquiry, 
'Which will be more and more excited among 4hou- 
Mnds, who, in respect tp what constitutes reHgum, 
have habitually taken all things for granted, without 
pondering the subject) even so Jar as to become ascer- 
tained of wbat it was that they were taking for grant- 
ed. In this state of mind, an indefinite and obsout^e 
image of something awful or interesting which had its 
existence in past time, or was to have an existenoe in 
futurity, is all they know about it. And where thia 
is the case, it appears impossible that a living and 
earnest devotion can be incited, in relation to things 
which are at once vague, absent, and uncertain. But 
when they have seen others satisfi*d with sut^ a state 
of things, they have been disposed to fell in with the 
popular current: and as others risked all upon this 
foundation, it. was hoped that it would fare as wdl 
with them as with the rest. 

This has been the parent of that apathy which hob 
so generally prevailed, and which Isjstill cw^cuoui, 
in relation to the most iulereating «nd impe^pSl of tjt 
possible nibjects. And this hag been th« causs'ivhy 
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, the human miml htu been, and is, so easily led captive 
by doctrines and opinicHis which, however -sedulously 
they may be ui^ed and adopted, possess no power to 
save from sin, nor to producf righUimaneta. Soiilething 
then was necessary to arouse this dorvumt into actimty, 
ana to shake the dn/ bones in this valley of stupor and 
of death. The agent which is now at work by the voice 
o/'pKipftecjf, appears from its efiects to be producing 
this result; and many a "dry bone" has already 1>een 
animated and brought to " hear the' voice of the Lord," 
ItMeAdofthevoiceormen. TTieyhave rushed to each 
(Aher under the impulse of love,— christian love; and 
the "mighty army" is daily increasing. This is cause 
for thankfulness to the Father of mercies, notwith- 
standing the pangs which precede the precious con- 
summation. 

To the young whose minds have not yet been veiled 
with prejudices, the present is an important era. They 
may see, if they will, how valueless and unprotecting 
are ailformsaniprqfeesiojts—aW creeds a-od systems— 
in their evident incapacity to preserve those who have 
moot abounded with them (and who weTe pointed out 
aa way-marks to others) from the tyranny of passions 
and dispositioDS, the unchangeable tendency of which 
is, to change "Eden into a wUdemess," and the "far- 
dm of the Lord" into a "desert." For surely, such 
is the state of every mind that is governed by similar 
tempers to those which rule iu the natives of the wil. 
demess. The lion is not more fierce, nor the tiger 
more orftl, than the unsubdued passions of the human 
mind. The asp does not nxne certainly poison, oor 
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the ntde^ake envenom, than- the malice and hatred 
of tbe unredeemed haman heart. These then, and 
such like, are tbe ■advejvariM to be arokled, — the ene- 
me* to be resisted,— 4he devUs to be cast out. And 
ibr this purpoaef the blessed Head of the church givcA 
liberally to all the children of men the prinoiplee sod 
powers of goodness. If they irill accept of the hearra< 
ly dooalion, and use these "good and perfect gifts" 
when ^bestowed upcm them, they will heal all their 
maladies, — cast out all -their evil spirits, — restore their 
sfHritna) sensibility, — and rouse them from a death ''m 
trespasses and sins," into the life of "righteousness, 
peace, and joy." For the objects of the christian's 
fiuth are not fictions norcunningly devised fables,^ 
but the self-evident realities of grace, mercy, tmth, 
goodness, love, justice, &c., each and all of which 
have "charge over us, to keep us in alt our ways," 
and to deliver aBd preserve us from- all that "can hurt 
^r destroy." Thus it is that "the wilderness may b« 
again changed into an Eden, and the desert into a 
garden of the Lord." "Joy and gladness" may bke 
the places of "sorrow and sighing;" and "thanksgivii^ 
and the voice of melody," succeed to "weejHi^ and 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth." 

See then', my dear friend, the immense importance 
of die cannsel given to Peter: " Feed my sheep; — feed 
my lamb^ — &ed my riieep." There is no evidence 
that iesns ever was a shepherd, or ever owned any 
sheep, in the outward sense of the words. But be eer- 
taialy intended to- convey an impressive niti solemn 
mettning by the i»e of them: and dtis is rftond in lira 
14* 
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mnocenee, gentiewst, and meehuM which churaoterize 
tbeee harmless creatures. Ant) these qualities, if fed 
with tbdr appropriate food, will as certainly grow and 
inc<reaee, and enrich their' possessor, as ever Abraham 
<x Job knew an increase^ of tbeii' outward flocks and 
herds, and became mightj. men through the abun- 
daoce which they produced. ' ' 

If my letters to thee can be of any use to others, I 
have no wish that thou shouldst keep them to thyself. 
I wish it were in my power to write a fairer hand; but 
oontracted fingers and a tremulous hand, fiirbid the 
hope that 1 ever shall. Please remember me to tfay 
mother, brothers and eisters, and to all my fHenda at 
B., and there are many precious ones who shaie the 
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Edwied Stabler. 



AlennaiiB, Irt mo. 18S9. 
The first letter of the new year 1 shall address to 
"taj young friend M. J., and while I express my best 
wishes that the greatest of blessings may he hers, I 
am solicitous that I may be enabled, through Divine 
assistance, to point her attention to those things by 
which more blessings may be realized in her experi> 
anoe, than I can either ask fbr or think of. The views 
expressed in thy letter, made -a proper distinction in 
stating " &e kingdom qfhetasen to be i^hin us." And 
here I feel the importance of not only knowing that 
it is there, but of ascertaining infallibly what it <XM- 
mUs in; that we may not be deceived nor disappoint- 
ed by mistaking any thing else fer it, and Aus place 
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our dependance upon something that will fail us in 
9ur utmost need. 

. The greatest difficulty I have ever had to encounter 
in this momentous inquiry, has arisen from the host of 
prejudices, or the impressions made upon my mind by 
my own conceivings, when I read or heard of these 
things. These conceptions acquired a character of 
Bftw^dness, from the subjects to which they were sup- 
posed to relate; so that when they were assaulted, 
even J)y Truth itself, I trembled with the apprehen- 
non that 1 was rebelling against Divine authority, by 
pennitting one stone of this temple (though built by 
myself) to be stirred or pushed down. When I read 
the scriptures, or listened to preaching, or conversa^ 
tion on religious subjects, the same veil was over my 
mind, and prevented ma from seeing or knowing any 
thing, as indicated in any of these, but the same reli.' 
){ioua edifice; every part of which had been hewn and 
squared, and fitted by myself. 

How ditTerent was all this from Uie statement left 
on record by the illustrious Paul!- " The kingdom of 
heaven," he says, " is not meat and drink, but rightC' 
ouanets, peace, tmdjoy m the Holy Ghost." And again, 
a prophet has written, " The work of rigiUeouaness 
■hall be pettce, and the effect of it, qtdeHiess and aisu. 
ranee forever." The scriptures aboCmd whh refer- 
ences to these living principles, and all human expe- 
ii«noe oraifirms the truth of their testimony. But our 
^ploraitGe oT the true nature of l^e religion of Christ, 
(iidiich has power to save, and does save,^iuis made 
it to consist in opinions, and partiQular fonuB of ex- 
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presaon, of whiob the evil and the good are alike cft- 
pabte; but which, at the same time, Dover deliver the 
mind from evil, Dor enrioh it with, the treaBures of 
goodness. 

My experience therefore has taught me .that ihera 
is as great a diatiactLon between the christian religion, 
and the most f^rfect structure which the greatest wisr 
dom of man has ever been able to build, — as there ia 
between food, and the most perfect 'theories of eatii^, 
drinking, and autritioa, that ever WMe learned o^ 
fiommilted to memory. For, as in the latter case, a 
man would iniallibly famish with all -his theoretical 
knowledge, if he had aoi food and drink; ao, in the 
fbrmer also, except be, have the living principles of 
righteousness, he canpot see, nor enter into the kii^- 
dcHu of heaven, — nor know the peace, quietness, aad 
everlasting assurance which are the efiects of these 
principles oely: br it b by these principles, that oui 
Heavenly Parent " worketh in us, both to y/iH- and to 
do of his good pleaaurev" 

1 had written thus h.r, when my pen was arreatctl 
by sickness, which confined me to the house, and^rmk 
dered me unable to write for nearly two weeks. I 
will now resume my pen and add a few lines. I aop- 
pose it is impossible for any person, at first, to avoid 
erecting -the building above alluded ^; seeing that 
ev^ry parent feels solicitous for the. happiness at his 
child, and endeavours to instruct it. While this- pro. . 
cess of instruction is going 0D,.the child — If at all at- 
tentive — is employing itself in fonuing ideoq of tba 
things the parent is tmcakibK of, and these idea^ ob 
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du pttTt of the child, are a mass of mere coDJectures 
about unknown things. 

I am, with oiuch sincerity, thy friend, 

. E. 3. 



Alexuidrit, lit mo. 15tb, 1839. 
The trembling hMidofan invalid just recoyering 
from a two weelc's attack of sickness, ia now employ, 
ed to thanfc my young- friend for her very acceptable 
letter. I deem it a privilege of no ordinary magnitude 
which is enjoyed by the young people of our Society, 
^t from their earliest years they are made iamiliBr 
with the words, " The kingdom of heaven is within 
you," — " That which is to be known Of God, is made 
manifest within you," &c. And I congratulate my 
young correspondent, that ber ^views have been direct- 
ed into the same channel by ber affectionate parents 
and friends; of which her letter contains abundant 
evidenbe. But I was also favoured in the same way; 
and yet much of my life passed away with nothing 
better than conjectural ' ideas of what these things 
meant. My mind was indeed impressed with a vague 
oOBceptioa of something blessed and glorious, to be 
known for the first time after the death of the body, 
without once thinking, or stopping to inquire, why the 
same thing whtc)) it was believed would pcoduce these 
blessed and glorious efiects Aereo/^r, should not also 
(acGording to their measure) produce the same effects 
taw, agreeably to' the obvious meaning of the abov» 
scripture passages; for thou wilt observe that both of 
than are made in the present tense. How greatly 
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in^tortanl then it is, not only to know that the kiof- 
dom of heaven is within us, — but-to be assured vkb 
infallible certainty what it cop^tg^ of; leat, by mis- 
taking any thing else for it, we may be deluded into- a 
dependance npon something that will disappoint ' us 
in o^ir utmost need, and render our experience ac 
cordantwith the poet's expressions, "Man never is, 
but always to be blessed." 

The veaerated and invaluable volume of tt^e scrip- 
turea,j;ives>a very difierent account of this interestiaj; 
concet'n, from the general iniaglniiigs of mankiad in 
relation to if. Whether we consult the historical or 
preceptive parts of it, they alike declare that humao 
nature ever has been made good, and happy, and ao- 
eeptable^ in the Divine sight, by righUouanes»i—^aA 
bad. miserable, and unacce{dable,- by loickedneat,— 
That BO theory, however correct, — no profession, how- 
ever pure,— has ever been an effectual substitute for 
goodness, any more than clear ideas of food aad.driok 
can answer the purposes of nutritiod, instead of tfa* 
articles which really nourish, — is alike conepiououa 
to all human nature. But this is not more plain noi 
iBore cerlaitf, than that the real presence and power 
of holiness ia necessary to make men holy. 

The deceptive theories, notions, and opinions, tKldcb 
men have dignified with the name of the Christian St' 
Hgitni, ought to be tested by their fruits. If they have 
not power to save us from wickedness and misery »ow, 
what stronger evidence can we have that they will 
always be alike ineffectual? And what stronger rea- 
son can we have lor renouncing all dependanne upon 
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tbem, t^m this evident incapacity to save us, or mcike 
tR happy? OurLord, itihia sermoD on the mount, 
<^ned this matter clearly, and showed what it was 
diat had power to MesS us. " Blessed," hf says, " are 
the pure in heart,-=the peace makers," — the merei- 
ftll,— the poor in spirit, — the hungerere and thirsters 
after righteousness," Stc. Not one word about believ- 
ing this or that opinion or doctrine, maintained^ by this 
or that society, or contended for by this or that learn- 
ed man! He well tcnew, what his apostle afterwards 
knew and proclaimed, that '* the kingdom tif God was 
not in axtrd but in power;" and all experience Bays> 
the same thing: for the power of love is that alfflM 
which can make any of us affectionate; and the pow. 
erotjugtice makes unjust; &Dd#iB power of AoSr^m 
makes u» holy, &c. 

And these, my young frTend, are the Hving loonb of 
that Itving law which the Lord said he would write in 
the heartB of his people; by obedience to which ha 
would " be their God," and they " should be his sons 
and daughters." For, as all outward laws are made 
up of many written words, and all these words com- 
bined, form the codes of outward laws wrtlch are in- 
gcritted upon paper, or some other outward material ; 
BO the law of God is constituted of those spiritual words 
which Christ said are " spirit and life;" and conse- 
quently are not dead or material, (as all written and 
[Minted words are;) neither ate they written on paper 
nor " tablets of stone," but upon (he table of the heart; 
nor are they " written , with pen and ink, but by the 
finger of the living. God." For it is he alonp who 
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-gives US tove, joy, peace, gentleaesa, meekness, humil- 
ity, patience, justice, godliness, and every other "good 
aad perfect gift." And they are evidently spiritu^ 
and vital, and are the only means that our beavenly 
Father hath appointed to make ue tree from the " law 
of sin and death." .They therefbre (and not written 
words) compose or form the " law of the spirit of life 
in Christ Jesusj" and we always find them "within 
us," operating and working' within us to make us af- 
fectionate, joyful, peaceable, gentle, true, meek, bum- 
ble, &c'-; or, in one word, opening the " kingdom of 
heaven within us," which cot)sists in righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

IHiese are the blessed and beautifying powers, or 
operations of the li^of God, (which is the "Christ in 
us") that I wish most earnestly to turn thy attention to, 
as unto a light that will never delude thee, — a depen- 
dance that will never disappoint thee, — a heav^y 
friend that will never forsalce thee. . Thou wilt find it 
as much superior to the noblest edifice that ever was 
formed by human ingenuity, as heaven is al>ove earth. 
'Thy own brightest conjectures will become dark be- 
fore thespl^ndour of its' realities; and thy spirit will no 
longer languish in uncertainty, or be under the neces- 
sity of inquiring of others if they "have seen him 
whom thy soul loveth;" for, in passing from every ex- 
ternal thing or dependance but a little, thou wilt find 
him; and he will be fn&llibly known to thee by " his 
works:" for it is he who writes these living words 
upon our he&rts} and by these A« is at once made 
known, and "the way, the truth, apd the life," explain. 
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made, known. 

My afiectronate salutatioas are presented to tby^dear 
parents, and to A. and B. H. I (eH , greatly interest- 
ed for them; believing their h^rts, as " good ground," 
are prepared to bring forth ^'-fruit unto life eternal." 
Tell A^ that her very. acceptable letter came duly to 
hand, and that I shall anawer it shortly, if life and 
health permit^ Farewell; and believe me to be with 
muoh truth of afiection, - ■ 

Thy sincere friend, 

Edward Sta^lkk. 

AluMilrU; 3r4 rao. 14th, 1899. 
Ml I«AB C-, ■■ " 

The tender, parental efiection. which I have ever 
felt for thee since I first became acquauited with thoe, 
prepared me to form one of the rejoicers; at the arrival 
of thy letter to my dear A, When I heard of thy in- 
Gseasod indispoeition, though I sorrowed, yet it was 
not without hope on thy hehalf. My spirit had bet- 
come acquainted with thine; and in the features of 
Innocence which I saw-impressed upon it, I read, the 
BMuratice that He whose infinite goodness had thus 
fiir delineated his blessed mintage . upon thee, would 
not. leave the heavenly pcMrait unfinished. I still 
feeL the same persuasion, and look forward with oon- 
fidecce and rejoicing, to the certainty that the Divine 
law of love which is le^bly written upon thy heart, 
will go <m to enlarge thy perfections and eajojmMnts. 
1 drak' thou knowest its powers Sir Ikleee purposes. — 
16 
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Thou hast witnessed its living iflSuencea to eklm Ay 
agitated mind in'tinies of trial and sufiermg, when M 

- eAenukl assis^notf was vain aiid fruitless; when even 
the -sovereignty of Hie world, its-riches, and powers, 
and friendBhips, could have done nothing ibr thee. 

These realities form the true ground of the cbns- 
tiao's iiope: not that he is wise in (Aeories, and skilful 
in 4qefnnes;—^iKA that he is learned in the tqnmont of 
men, ancient or modem; but because " the finger of 
the living God" has written upon his heart the char* 
acters of" love, joy, peace, gentlNiess, goodness, fruth, 
meekness, &Ub, patience, temperance," &c. Theee 
are all vital, and will produce their natural effects as 
certainly as the fig tree produces figs, or dte grape 
vine, grapes. I have often felt it to be cause fer un- 
speakable gratitude lOi the Father of mercies, diat he 
has'Dot made our present or etentel happiness depen. 
dant upon the uncertain and variable opinions of Bien; 
but upon this living law, of his own writing upon onr 
hearts. For the characters which -constitute it are att 
appropriate to our several ttecessities: they An the 
means of his appointment for carrying lu through, 
and bringing us out of 'i great tribulation;" aad with- 
out their infhience "jio flesh would be saved." Thesa 
are "the elect," for whose sake, and by whose of>era- 
tioos, ihe days of tribulation are "shdrtened."- Tlwy 
aire the' Lord's household; and thoui and 1, and all oiv 
fellow.cre«ttiree are made "rula^s over them, to give 
them their meat in due season;" and we are " blaas> 
ed," in proportion Iq our diligence in " so doing."— ^ 
W» feelr and kitow, that power is be^owed upon ua 
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to Teed- the ekit-principles of goodness;— that we can 
give to " faith) virtue, kmowledge, temperance, pa- 
tience, godlinesSvtHxjtherly kindness, and charity," or ' 
DivfnA lovej thg food they require and call (of, in 
ordertobe susteiried and'mulliplied in our minds.— 
And if they "be in us and-aboundi they make ut," 
as th« apostle says, "that we shall be neither barren, ' 
nor unfrukfal in - ttie ' knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

I speak in this Itmguage to thee with much dtmfi- 
dence, fKini a full persuasion that mudi of it has been 
reali^d in -thy experience. Thou mayst be assured 
of if beyond all questioning, by coiitrastifig the elate of 
ttiy feelings, during diy long protracted sickness, with 
. what would have been ' thy condition, hadat thou nur- 
tured and cultivated ihe reproialed principles of evii. 
If thoU'badst gratified the hunger' of infidelity, — vice, 
iguOTsnoe, intemperance, impatience, ungodliness, en- 
mity, and^ hatred, — hbw awful and distressing, be- 
ytnd ail the poWei^ of description, would have beeo 
the state of thy mind, when associated with the sor- 
rows of bodily disease! 

"By their fruits," myi young "fnend, "thou mayst 
know tbem"'more infallibly than by any, or all fau. 
man teaching. And these will demonstrate, and they 
always have demonEtrated, that the Sames of hell are 
the powers of evil; — and that nothing will exdnguish, 
or prevent their burning, but Uie pr&ictp/e* of righte~ 
tuimessj — the "good and perfect gifla whitA cwne from 
above, from the Father of ligh^", who is also our hea- 
venly Father; and these are ii^aSiMe- for the gracious 
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purpose, The heavenly lift,-^-(he> Christ" whhiB,"^— 
" the well o^ water, springing nip", within ua " unto 
everlasting life,"— is th« eteraar Fountain fran which 
all th« streams of righteousness fcrever flow. And it 
would be more possible for a building on fire, to oqb< 
tinue burning when 'immersed in tiie ocean,— or- to 
be kindled there, — 4han tor the flames of wick^nen 
to bum in the soul that b imntersed in " the- river of 
.the water of Hie," and washed by its pure and crj^s- 
talline Hitreains. . ■ ■ ■■ ^ 

All my family remember tliee witW"great afiecdoit, 
and send thee their cordial salutations; but. from no 
heart among them does suoh a. salutation issue with 
mare fervour and nncerity, than from tluit of .tl^sf- 
feetiouate frioul, , . " . 

' Bdwakd St-ablbb. 

Aleuadria, 3rd mo. SOtb, 1699. 
Mt dear Friend,— -^ 

Did I tact faio* from my ow4 expenence, the 
mighty power which is exerclsetf Oyer our feelings ' 
and understandings, by the bewilderin^UnfluetlceS of 
education and early impressions, (fostered also by kin- 
dred and equally intperfeot impression^, acting upen 
UR through an intercourse with others,) I should think 
it astonishing that so many of ua could be deluded iMo 
the persuasion,'.that religion consists in such things as . 
the generality of mankind seem to believe it does; and 
this too with the scriptures in their hands, — which in 
ahnoat every page give so different an acowint of the 
nwttar. ^ For the historical iocideiita, and diioot allo- 
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gatioBa with wfateh th&y abound, ascribe the re^union 
of the creat.ure with the Cieator, to proper and ade- 
cjuate causes. 

■ The scribes and pbarisees were hypoaitet, and suf- 
fered under Uie laie, . because ihey depended upon 
"tything the .mint, anise, and cummin, and all man- 
ner of herbs," for the accomplishment of those purposes 
which justice, mercy, and truth w^re Mily able to per- 
form. Hence it was, that though the fcvmer did for 
them, all that Divine wisdom intended, yet the mint 
oOuld not perform the works of justice;- nor anise those 
of mercy; nor cummin produce the effects of truth.— 
These things remain-invariable; and all nature and 
Miperience bear concurrent testimony with the scrip- 
tures, to the absurdity of especting from tceaker things 
than even " herbs," the blessed attainments , which 
orowp the soul with "{lory, honour, immortality, and 
eternal life." And are not the creeds, and notions, 
and systems of men, weaker than, the " herbs?" The 
former, it is undeniable, are variform, uncertain, and 
contradictory. The best of them cannot satisfy even 
the hunger of an insect, — while the latter are of Di- 
vine manufacture,— beautiful in their structure, ad- 
mirable in their form, and indispensable to die suste- 
nance of man and alt other animals. But with all - 
their perfection, they are limited in their services to 
IlieiE native sphere. We must resort to other powera 
of a &r nobler kind, as the steps of that Udder by 
which to ascend &om earth to heaven : and tliew, 
through the kindoess of our heavenly Father, are a^ 
cerlaiidy given to as for ihis'^U^ss^ pmjnee, as "^ 
15« 
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maaner of faeiba" ^re besKiwed for (en^iftl uses;-^ 
And are withal, absolutely perfect for th« eode to be 
aooomplished by them. 

Oh! whf will the eixis and daughters of men refuse 
to contemplate the glorious fact, that Justice, meicy, 
and \rath are Teritable powers, by which the Father 
of mercies will make them, if they are willing, just, 
merciful, and true; and thereby remove &r from Uiem 
all. hypocrisy and every woe! It is the same with 
every good and perfect gift that cometh from above, 
and they constitnte the steps by which a mui jnay 
aaosad from e&iih to heaven. - 

With much love, 1 remain thy friend, 

Edward Stablbk. 

In the year 1829, Edward Stabler felt himself called 

in christian love to visit his friends at the two Yearly 
Meetings of Philadelphia and New York; for which 
purpose he obtained the 'concurrence of his monthly 
meeting. Some account of these two' journeys will be 
found in the following letters. 

To AwWye. 

FbUodelidiu, 4th ma IGth, 1839. 
" My dbar Mart,-;— 

Thy letter I received last eveningt much to my 
satia&ction, on account of the grateful infbnnation of 
your cinitinued health. The Yearly Meeting Has thtis 
fiu: been even more interesting than it was last year. 
A large body of serious -and Baber-miaded Friends, as- 
semtded under the general influenoe of lore, to Mch 
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odier,.avil to promote the prsYaleoce of the causes 
which tend to the ^lory of God as their highest object, 
" and on ea^h peace, good will towards men," — is one 
of the most interesting objects I ever beheld. 
. My health has been good, and my mind wonderfully 
supported, uid supplied, with ability to perform the 
service which my gracious Master requires of me; for 
which all its feelings are bowed in gratitude. 
. . As I hope to be>vith piy dear domestic circle ili less 
than a. week, 1 need not enlarge the present oommuui- 
cation; since Ih^ivB given all the information ^hich is 
C(f immediate interest to you. I ^all thereibre con. 
elude with the expression of continued love to eyery 
one, from your very afiectionate • 

Edwakd Stasias. 

New York, Sth mo. 30lh, 1839. 
The Yearly Meeting ia.over. It has been conducted 
all through upon christian grounds. No jar, no con- 
test, iw opposing efibrts for.power, were made; but the 
feeling of brotherly kindness, forbearance, and con4e- 
soenaiop, which is the crown of a religious assembly, 
prevailed at every sitting. The concluding session of 
ttie select meeting, was one of the most solemn and 
edifying that I ever was a witness to. We were fa- 
voured to partake "of the waters of life freely;" and 
for a season all sense of "sorro?' and sighing" fled 
awoy^ I believe, from every njind. The "demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit" assured us from what founUin the 
&youT flowed; and our feedings were satisfied by its 
power, that it was ",of God and not of man." 
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Oar public tneetin'gs were-large; aijd' in «vary in- 
stance, it wad thought that half as many went away 
for want of room to receive ihetn, as stayed and were 
accommodated. My prospect is^lo stay, in this^city 
until the day after (o-morrow; when I espect to attend. 
Bnappointed meeting at Flushing; then return to N«w 
York, and on thiKtday morning proceed, upon my 
visit to New Jersey. I do net anticipate any difficulty 
atiout csmpanions, or modes of conveyance; for" my 
fViends are so abundantly afleclionate, that there is 
shown the greatest readiness to supply both. 

The cakn, affectionate, gentle, and innocent state* of 

mind of our young friend , who haa'been here 

and rtftumed to her father's house, — remove every 
feeling of regret, at the prospect of her connebtion with 
time being dissolved in the morning of life; because of 
the strong assurance whioh they afford, that the gra. 
clous Power wlio has adorned her quiet spirit vith 
these jewels of eternity, will not remove her to any 
stale of being in which their magoitude and mult^ude 
will not increasOr to the proportionate enlai^ement of 
her joy and her consolation. She desired me to giv« 
her love \a all the members of my precious househiddi 
and so alsb did her kintl parents. 

.1 am told the reporthas been circulated that Friends' 
Yearly Meeting was a scene of great tumult, confuncm, 
. and even quarreling: but we witnessed, to our great 
comfort, that it was in all its sitings the reverse of all 
this.- ^ . 

And my little eon got through -wiA hisslckncM 
safely} For tiiis m^rcy as well as fer dl oAsa, tt»y 



t* Google 



LETtES (W BOTTAmt STABtEt. 177 

I be'tfwnkful to tho Father of'mercics. * * Will 
aome of you pleasa to write to me again, as soon a^ 
you receive this?- You all know how dearly -I love 
you; and oould you behold ^e pleasure it gives me to 
rejid your letteta, when thus' separated from you, I 
think you would indulge me with them more frequent- 
ly. Several might write in one letter, and each tell 
me some interesting circumstance relative to ffiy be- 
loved femily. With unabated love, I am thy (fwn 

EnwARD Stabler. 

Upper Freehold, New Jeriey, 6lh nx). Eth, 1839. 
Agreeably to what I mentioned' in my letter from 
New York, 1 went to Flushing to an appointed Aeeting 
on last second-day, and attended it to aatis&ction; — 
the gracious Helper giving both matter and power of 
utterance, to the evident promotion of edification and 
comfort. • » I had an evening meeting at Tren- 
ton, which was largely attended, aiid it was indeed a 
fiiToured opportunity. The next day I attended one 
' at Bast Branch; and this evening, am to attend one at 
' Bopdentown; to-morrow at Crosswicbs, and so on. I 
am' favoured with entire health, and meet with open 
hearts and houses among Friends, who are promptly 
disposed to do all they can for my comfort and the fbr- 
WBiding of my pro^iects of religious service. But, 
" my heart- untnn-elled, fondly turns- to" my precibus 
wife^and children, with ardent supplications for their 
health'and preservation. I feel that every one of you 
ii a cord, by which my afiections are bound to this 
wtorld with greater Utrength than t\\ otben^ but I ieel 



t, Google 



ITS LBTTER 6V EDWABD GTABLBK. 

no condemnation for loving yoil, ■while my e 
ftre kept in due subordination to the. higher obligations 
of duty to you and my heavenly Father and Preserver; 
And I am persuaded that as our love to each <Aher is 
governed and regulated by these consideratitms, the 
sum of our mutual enjoyment will be increased, but 
not impaired. * ^ 

■ I wtil write again from Moorestown, or aoon after I 
leave there, and give you a further account of my pro- 
ceedings. And whether it shall be my lot to suffer or 
enjoy, I tmst I ^all remain, with undiminished love, 
your own - ' 

Edwakd Stablsr. 

To his Wife. 

WestScM, Mh moijStb, 1839. 

■ I do not know, my dear'Mary, that I ever received 
" greater pleasure from the reception of a letter, than 

ftom the one T .received yeiterday at Moorestown, from 
thee and my dear sods. It was the next thing; in point 
of enjoymentj to having your presence around me. 
And to be infornted that my precious Master had pre- * 
served you all in health, and that my dear little boya, 
Henry and Richard, had been pretty good children, — 
and tp hear of my dear little Frances, and my sweet 
litde Caroline,' — and about my dear Eliiabeth and her 
good health, and of Robinson and his Mary Annis, and 
William and his -Deborah,— it was delightfcH But 
what about my precious little Sarah? Her nanie is 
not mention'ed. Was she so still and retired, that you 
all overiooked dr forgot her? Well ! my hefcrt did 
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^jiw with thankfulness ibr tha&vour of yomgeiMnkl 
prese^ation; and I have abundant cause, for tbdnkfal- 
neea to the same Divine source of blessings, for my 
awn uninterrupted health, apd for the extreme kind- 
ness pr my friends, and for his presence- and blessed 
help in all the meetings I haVe attended. ■ 

At Mooreatown yesterday, -i-doctor John Moore and 
his Catherine came ever and attended, meeting, with 
me, and a large and precious .meeitDg it was. As 
George Fox used to. say, "Truth reigne4 over all:" 
and so it has been every where. 

I (nake a poor hand at writing; but if 1 should be. 
&voared to get once more into, the bosom of my be- 
loved family, many things that I would now say wiUi 
the- p^, if 1 were a ready writer, will then be agree- 
able subjects of conversation. 

I do not know that T ever had a fuller evidence of 
being in the way of my. duty, than in the present Jour- 
ney. The ability to labour in word and doctrine, was 
nevOT greater in my experience. The power of spi- 
ritual vision indeed seems to be as clear as noon-day. 

Farewell! And may the btesstngs of peace, inno- 
cence, and preservation, be yours coutinually, prays 
the heart of your own 

.'Edwarii Stables. 

"^ 
Witmihgton, DsL 7lh ma 13tb. 
- Your joint letter •'f last .week, my d^ar Mary, 
came to hand this morning; and though it contains 
some abatement of the pleasant information which had 
filled your preceding cfHAmHnicatioqs, by the state- 
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meat of niy dear iittle Caroliae'e indisposition, and my 
dear "Thomas's return of liver disease; ye; aUJl.Iieel 
thankful that the rest of you are preserved la ttealth. 
I visited alt the laeetings of the Weslecn Quarter last 
week, and had an appointed ipeeting- at Sto^toa, and ^ 
came to Wilmington last eyeniiig. A public meeting 
is -appointed for me here, to he held this evening; to 
which the InhabiUiMts are generally invited, "Xo-moi- 
row I expect to attend a ineeting at Chester, my mo- 
ther's birth pla«e; — go the next day to Providence, the 
nszl to Darby, and then to Philadelphia. So far as I 
see at present, 1 hope then to turn -my steps towaids 
home, — dear home, — and toward thee and the<i«at of 
my precious ones who make &at home so-dear. 

Truly, the works of our gracious Creator are " great 
and -marvellous, — ^just and true!" and the openings 
and abUity, which he has graciously afforded for the 
perlbrmanoe of the services wJiich he has r«(iuired of 
me in the course of this journey, have sealed upon 
my spirit the truth of the exclamation. I desire tojie 
preserved in a state of continued thankfulness for his 
unspeakable favours and mercies. * * The me^ 
ings I have attended have continued to be seasons of 
great solemnity; some of them memorably so; — and 
in soctat intercourse, where, according to the aposttdic 
rule, "all may speak oue by one, thU all may learn, 
and all may be comforted," — the opportunities have 
been.no less interesting and edifying. It seems indeied 
to be a time of singular visitation to the people; and 
their hearts appear to be prepared, and prepfiring tar 
fgi increase of knowleidge, in respect to {he nature ''at 
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the gospel of Christ, its mode of manifestaticHi, and the 
{fiantiOT of its operatioDs upoa the humaa soul, in re. 
dsetnijig-it from all niiquity. 

My health continues-' unimpaired. I have scarcely 
felt a pain that was wortliy of the name, since I left 
thee. How different this result has b%«n from my aw. 
ful forebodings, and the fearful discouragements that 
assailed me before I started from home! I have c^en 
thought ofthat season since; and have been satislted 
that it was intended to ^ow me, that I could do no- 
thing _ of myself; — and that all the excellency of the 
power for every good work, is of God, — and not of 
me. My love to thyself and my precious childrra, as 
well a8 to all my. friends and relations, who may in. 
quire after thy poor wanderer. 

Edwa&d Stabi^b. 

On returning his certificate to die monthly meeting, ' 
he solemnly remarked, that "the services which it ao- 
thorized, had been performed to the relief and oonsola. 
tiob of his mind." 

In the course of his travels in New Jersey, after 
attending a meeting which he Itad appointed among 
people of Other eocietiee, Edward Stabler was attacked 
by soma persons, who appeared to be dissatisfied with 
Jiis views on the subject of the Atonement, as not be- 
ing enough outward. In this conference, Sdward ei- 
plained the subject to them so clearly, that, they ap- 
peared to be generally well satisfied. He, however, 
eh further consideration, thought it possible that some 
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of them might misraprcient his news on that auhject, 
utd the nest day b»wrote the follbWlng short essay 
OD the doctrine of the Atonement, which hb pvt- into 
die haods of a Friend, to be usecl as occaaieBB mi^t 
wquire. 

. The AtuHiMiU. 
'nw spiritual or religious reality, which ia intend- 
ed to be expressed by the tertn AUynemad, is in my 
opinion Vastly more comprehensive, than is generally 
appTeheDded by the professors of chHstainty. It \m- 
pliea the metnu and the fad of rec(»)ciliBtion between 
the creature and the Creator;— 4S la expressed in the 
prayer df the blessed Jesus, (John xvii. 21) "That 
they all may he one; as thou, Fatl^r, art in me, and 
1 in thee, that they also may*&e one in .us." It oaa- 
sequantly embraces every thing relative ia'tMt ttmm; 
•od hicludaa redempti(m,— ealvattcn,— ^-and their ne- 
mm ary ■aonatquapce, beatification. 

If man did pot eonunit t&a, then Would he no neoeii- 
sity for redemption. If be couM ttot commit sin, there 
would be nothing to be Mved from. And in 'a sinless, 
pure, and perfect state, he would necessarily be bless- 
ed. Sm therelbre is the "partition wall" which aepa- 
ralet between him and his Creator, and causes the 
difference between them; agreeably to that declarafim 
of the prophet Isaiah, SQth chap. 2nd verse: "Yonr 
iniquities have "separated between you and your-Ood, 
and your sins have hid hb face from you." That 
pmoer, then, which removes this wall of partition, is 
. the oAmft^ ^oKor; and the lAate of the crenture in 
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* nduMia this momeBlDUs change has bsen aocompliidwdt 
coDstitittes tbe atonemcTit, as it regards him: beoauae 
that which separated between him aod hie ever blesa^ 
ed Crefitor i| doDe away,— and he ia how at one fiA 
Hint. The atoning power, thersfcH'e, is the. stuna 
whi<A redeems man from traitagreasjon, when he baa ' 
fitllaa into il; — and saoet him from filing, when hb 
will obey it. It b Divine' in its nature, because it is' 
" Christ the power of Giod, and tha wisdom of God." 
And it cannpt lose any thing of its divinity by beipg 
manifested in our flesh, for tbe gncious purpoee of 
" blessing us, by turning evepy one of ua irom our 
iniqiiifies," — no more, than its divinity was impaired * 
by taking upon it " the seed of Abraham,"— in tbo 
instance of the blessed Jesiis. 

_ This Christ, the power and wisdom of God, is oam- 
present, eternal, and unchangeable; for these are in- 
separablb from Divinity. He is.not a person, (stricUly 
speaking) aa wisdom is not a person, — nor is power a 
person. But, both wisdom and power may be maui< 
tested in persons, making them lem and ^owfrful; — 
as was the case in the holy Jesus. 

Like the sun,\he luminary <^the outward world, 
Christ is alike present in all ages and timesf— aod 
with all persons and conditions; — and always operates 
in the same way upcm the same states of being. His 
atoning, or reconciling operations are manifested in 
niaO;c-*-the being to be reconciled : and he begins tha 
prooose by " convincing him of sin-" Ha advanoea it, 
by oonvincipg him "of righteouanesB." He perfects 
it, by " redeeming him from all IniquiQ'." WonderM 
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are the JUnets and tsffideney of the means, Vy wbioh 
these are accdmplished. He contends against pride, 
by haitiility;'— against cruelty, with^ mercy; — against 
folly,' with wisdom; — agai'iut hatred, with love;— 
against revenge, with foi^veneas, &o. <^c. And as 
' the powers of iniquity, which destroy the ima^ of 
God Jn the human soul, are succe^ively annihila- 
^Bd, the etate of the creature becomes porportiqaally 
changed from "the image of the eaithly," to "the 
image of the heavenly;" — and he is translated "from 
darkness to light, and from the power of satan, to 
God."- , . , . 

* There are many word^ and Vieoriea ia relation la 
this subjectr as well as about other things. But as it 
is self-evident, that we cannot be illuminated, nor 
nourished, by the words light and food, nor by any 
thepTies, fiilse or trufe, concerning them; — so it is 
equally true, tiial in relation to the all-impoAanl cir- 
cumstance of recemeiliaium mlh God, —the heavenly 
opeToUoiK by which it is accomplished, and not words 
and theories about diem, — constitute the true atone- 
ment: or, in other words, The Christian Religion. — 
For, as the illustrious Paul has said, "The .kingdom 
of God is Dot in word, but in power." 1 Cor. iv. 20. 
EnvAitD Stablbk. 

Under the influence of that love which was display- 
ed' in his whole conduct," he still frequently employed 
his leisure hours in writing to his correspondents. — 
TheToUowing letters contain a series of clear and elo- 
quent r^paiksiKi'the subject of religion. 
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AlMnndris, IBM. 

Truly, my dear cousin, those advocates for r^igion 
(id all ages) who have clothed her with gloom ftnd 
Au»lerity,~^a.nA have depicted hei" heavenly couote- 
nanoe aa distorted with fnvmt and lowering with «- 
verily, have not only done the greatest injustice to her 
celestial nature, but, after the example of &e Jews, 
(in relation to the most perfect example of her undi- 
vided influence, that ever* was exhibited to human 
observation,) diey have concealed her beauties by a 
"icarlet robe" of their own mfUung, and putting on, 
and have crowned hertoilAAonw of their own platting. 
The' niotjve also appears to have been the same in both 
instances. The corrujdneas of human nature, while 
it. is permitted to govern, is feelingly alive and trem- 
blingly sensitive to the existence and progress of tiiat 
pure "power and wisdom," the wWe nature of which 
is Apposed to, and destructive of the aotereignly of evQ. 

The Divine Mfe, (from which this pure wisdom and 
power are inseparable,) when manifested, in human 
nature, always exhibits the same character, — does the 
same things,— «nd exhibits the same unchangeable 
" hidiness, — hartnlessness, — and separation from every 
^ing that is sinfii]." And blessed are they who are 
not otifeflded at its purity, nor rebellious to its author- 
ity. But this- purity and authority being in all thar 
operations hostileto every principle of corruption, they 
who love corruption hate the life, because it bears irre- 
sistiUe evidence that " their deeds are evil." These 
dien are they wbo see Christ and religion (of which 
16* 
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be is tfa« alone author) through a gloomy medium. 
To tbem he appears "as a tender plant," — too tender 
tobfibrd them protection; — end in their view "he ha« 
qo fbrni hoc comelineas, — and no beaut)' that they 
^uld desire hini." He teaches them to deny ungod* 
liness and worldly lusts; — and to "live -soberly, righ- 
teously, and godly in tliifi present world," But these 
are die tiringa that they love, and are unwilling to part 
fnun. Notwithstanding, th» danonetrations of iact and 
ezperience bear concurrent testimony, that all'Who are 
ungodly and obey the. lusts of the world, — and live in< 
temperately and unrighteously, — are as necessarily 
mieterable, as that any other effect proceeds from.jts 
proper cause. 

These then are the parents of that gloom, aind de- 
jection, and anxiety, with which so many of the pro- 
fessed teachers and othe/ professors of Christianity are 
too often clothed; — and with which they conceal the 
beauty of that Divine Truth which, if it were permitv 
tad to reign in their minds, would make them free 
from the bonds of corruption, — and from all the mis- 
takes and distresses occasioned bj^it. But, alas! they 
fear "the cross of Christ;" which, my dear cousin,' is 
not made^of Kwod, but of those principles end , powers 
by which the world is crucified to us, and we to the 
world: not the material world which is composed of 
Mrth, air,- fire, and water; — for that stands in the Di- 
vine order, and is every particle of it good and perfect 
for the purposes intended by it; — but of that wbi^ld 
which the apostle John spc^ of, when hk said, " All 
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that is in the world, the lust of the fleaH, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life," whidi are " not of 
tbe'Father, but of tbe world." 

I am, affectionately, thy kinsman, 

BnwASD Stablbb. 

Alu&Ddris, 5th mo. lltb, 1899. 
. Perhaps there is not a moie delightrul t^ce that is 
connected with. social intercourse, than that of com- 
' ^nunioating to those we love a linowledge of thoU 
things by which they may be greatly benefited; nor is 
there any enjoyment derivable from the same source, 
more exquisite than to see Ihem partakers of the good 
things to which their attention has been directed. 

Both these enjoyments have been measurably mine, 
every time I have adverted to, the interesting travel 
which I so recently was a partner in, with thy belov^ 
ed parents, £. H., and ttiyself. 1 have not often 
known a greater plentitude of that precioul influence, 
the native breathings of which are, " Glory to God in 
flie l^hest; on earth peace, good-will toward men,"^ 
thap during that little Jouroey. And the blessing is 
enhanced by the certtdnO/, that no human energy coQld 
have commanded its presence,— ^or no htunan wisdom 
directed its prepress; but, "like the rain which oometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, — to watar the earth, 
and cause it to bring forth seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater," — we were indebted for the benefacticm to 
that gracious Being, wjio delights to exercise " loving' 
kiildnesB, judgment, and righteousness in the earth." 



t* Google 



188 LBTTBR OF lb^4U> STAriUB. g 

Tbe truth oftois view i^ I think, demonstrated by itor' 
utt«r inanity to give ourselves these seasons oT Kghf 
and enjoymsnt; for, if thie were practicable, woulS we 
not always have them7 Or would any of us be in- 
dUoed to BuiSer' the " s|urit of heaviness," when " the 
garmenta of praise" were within our -reach) 

But we are majde partakers of the Divine bounty, 
as realty as we are of tbe weaknesses and ouBeries of • 
the flesh; and vo are thereby practically instrup^ in . 
the distinctive ttatnre of each. And, whether we ever- 
advert to the declaration of the apostle of not, our ex- 
perience assures us, that "to be camatly-niiftded Is 
death;" but "to be apiritually-minded, is life and 
peace." The wants and distresses of humsJi nature 
are matters of experience, concerning which no ra- 
tional mind can doubt, any more than it can question, 
the leality of its own. existence. And its the etEsvta 
of these are always ungrateful and ofiensive, there H 
a universar efibrt to get free from them. And this is 
the origin of all the schemes tor this purpose, whioh 
are practiced by the whole family of mankind. 

The wants and distresses which appaitain to tbe na- 
tural man, cao be supplied and alleviated by natural 
means. These are the agents which are divinely ap. 
pointed for these purposes; and we see that they are 
adequate to accomplish them. Our hut^r is always 
remedied by food, and our thirst by drink; — our bodies 
are Altered and protected fjom cold and tempest, by 
dwellings and clothing; — and ail other natural agents 
accomplish the ends for Vhich they were inteoidMl, 
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with equal perfection. But food will iwt Batisfy thft 
hioiger of the. soul, nor will water quent^ its thinO, 
nor wash away jte^elileineDts. No natural substance 
was ever qualified to minister to its peace, or to supply 
its neofessities: but that satne^gracious Power which 

, created, and gave natural things for natural purposes, 
has ftlso given , spiritual diings for spiritual fiurposes. 
But alas! how manj^of us are deluded with the per- 
mMion, that. the ibrmer can accomplish the purposes 
of the latter; — and therefore practice and depend upon 
"meats and drinks,. and divers washings, and carnal 
ordinances," to make us "perfect as pertaining to the 
eonscience!" Nay, many do more weakly than this: 
they depend upon a -mere credence of the historical 
&ot, of what these things have done for the bodies of - 
persons in past ages, — to do thai for their souls, which 
they never did for the souls of any. At the same time, 
the bountiful and adorable Father of die universe, has 
Qkver "left himself without a witness," in the expe- 
nence of every human being, not only that natural 
things cannot supply the wants of the soul, nor obviate 
its distresses, — but that he has also liberally and gra- 
ciously given us access to the "com of heaven;" — of 

' which that food, and drink, and raiment, are made, 
that are as efiectual to sustain, to satisfy, to protect, 
and to cherish it, — as the productions of the earth are 
to perform similar offices to the animal being. And 
these blessed things are as obvious to our discernment 
as the fruits -of the earth. Forws do know the princi- 
ples of righteousness,- goodness, and truth, — that they 
ore not the &uits of the earth;— and -that they are not 
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perceptible byth« natural Mosea; an^ tti«t their infill- 
lible eSecta are, to make us righteoua, gocxl, and true. 

Wiiy then, my dear friend, should any of us depend 
upon man, whose breath is in hia oostrits?— or confide 
in the doctrinea of his inventioa?^-o^ bow to hia au- 
thority, in relation to Divine things?— when it is (wlC ', 
evident, that none of the efforts of which he is capBt4«, 
ctD save us from a sin, of imbue us. with a virtue. 
Bq)ecially, when it is equally evident, that the Father 
of mercies, the God of all glory, has "opened the ^rin- 
dows of heayen," and has poured out the streams of 
righteouancsB, goodness, and truth, ta wash away aur 
sins, — to satisfy the hunger of our s()ula,^t0 quench 
their thirst,— and to supply all their wants. 

Upon my return home, I found all my dear fiioiily 
well;— and the next day, our monthly meeting direct- 
ed that I should be supplied with a minute, ezpressiTe 
of iheit concurrence with my prospect of visiting New 
York, New Jersey, &c- — and if nothing should ooour 
to prevent, I expect to leave home on the aflemom «f 
■ the 18th instant, and shall probably be.in Pliiladelphia 
cm the 21st. I should he much pleased if your hmiaa 
lay in my way, — in which case, I sbouRI rejoice to aoe 
you again, in order {as the Indians say) to brighten ' 
the chain of afieotion, by which my heart is bound to 
your beloved family. To all of them I wish to be a& 
fectionately remembered, — and to the kind frientb of 
your neighbourhood: and be assured, my dear child, 
that thou art«s much as ever beloved by thy iiiend, 
Edwakd Btaxlib. 
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Atqxandris, Tth ma Slst, 1SS9. 
I sent thee a message, my dear A., by thy sister 
from Hew York, acknowledging myself thy debtor, 
and protnieiag to make payment as soon and as w^tl 
KG I could. But the promise has been all that has 
Beeo ia my ppwer,- as I have been travelling from 
place to place ever since until the S3rd, when I was 
ftvoured to return to my dear family in good health, 
"nie same blessing, iiad, been dispensed to me during 
my whole journey; for I think' I did hot feel any thing 
that gratitude would allow me to call a pom, while I 
was absent ftom home for ■aixty-five days. 

My visit has been a very interesting one indeed. 
The b^rts of my dear frieAds were every where open 
to receive me. And, though I was opposed in two 
instances, yet the efibrts were so feeble and embar- 
rassed, that they were without effect upon any but the 
opposers themselves. To them^ indeed, they were a 
serious' disadvantage; not only immediately, by die 
tMidency of these hostile tempera to destroy the peaoa 
of their own minds, but also from the effects they had 
upon the multitude, before whom their disposition to 
injure (without the power) was so obviously manifest- 
ed. 1%e ' impression made upon my mind by their ef- 
forts, was compassiim for them, on account of the mis- 
taken course they were pursuing, which oould only 
tend to dieir own distress -and discomfiture. 

But, my dear friend, all these things may be made 
instructive to im, by diowing us the true nature of 
thode realities, in which we are all so deeply interest- 
ed. Observadon and experience alike prove to us, that 
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independendy of all theories and dogmas, our mindt ftr« 
iktsedf'Ot made miaeraide, by the tempera or afiectiona 
which sway or govern them. And aa these are per- 
mitKd ta^rooeed into action, they then, produce noturti/ 
aaA-wanU good, or evil; which severally beatify or 
iiftreMt the members of the human family, in their 
natural and moral relations. And I cannot see aDy 
jtf^licable meaning, in the recorded experience and 
■fflitiments of the holy men of old, nor any utility from 
t}>e perusal of their writings,— except that which re&ra 
to thete, as the immediate causes of all rightepuaneta 
and iniquity, and their successive consequences for- 
ever. 

Thus, when the holy Jesus three times admoflisbed 
his disciple Peter, "Peed my lambs;— feed my sheep;-:- 
feed my sheep;" — what did he mean? We do not.find 
in scripture, nor any inhere else, that he CTer had or 
owned, any of the ammala here namad. He must there 
fgre have alluded to other things, -of which these ani. 
mala were adduced as a propel* symbol. And Ams 
will be found in the itmocent, harmlet*, and gentle ti- 
fections, wjiich distinguish the lamb from the tiger and 
the VK^. And, as every nature requires its appropri* 
ate food, to sustain its life, and promote its increase^— 
so the kinds of life which produce these tempers, ata 
capable of being fed,' and thereby of increasing and 
multiplying. ' Their food' also is as difiereitt as ^ek 
natures; for we know Uiat the nutriment which sus- 
tains tHitoeenee, meekness, and gentleness, is as dilfeitpt 
from that wbich sustains guilt, arrogance, aadjierce- 
nas,—a» the food of the lamb, is diflerent fiom that 
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of the tiger. This view, then, of the meaniDg of the 
admonition of Jesus, shows it to be of universal appli- 
cability, and universal interest. It therefore appears 
to me to constitute the only method by whicji true 
instruction can be derived from any part of the scrip- 
tures, vhether preceptive or historical. For, when we 
read in them the true history of a good or a bad man, 
or people, — what appropriable instructicHi can be de- 
rived from such a history, but from the feet, that the 
same things which governed them, and made them had 
or good, — will also, if they govern us, produce the same 
effects in us? And hence, the blessing pronounced by 
the holy Jesus upon "that faithful and wise servant, , 
whom his Lord had made ruler over his household, to 
give them their meat in due season." The house- 
hold of the Lord is composed of all the holy femper* 
and affeeliona; and if we feed and nurture them, we 
^all find tho bles^ag, in experiencing them to be 
"ministering spirits to minister for us, as heirs of sal- 

I had many hopes of seeing thee and thy dear fether 
when I was at Philadelphia and Bristol; but I suppose 
you did not hear of my being so near you. Had time 
admitted of my following the impulse of inclinaticHi, 1 
sbould certainly have gone on purpose (o see your 
family; but as it did not, I had to be contented with 
coniinuing to love you, without personal intercourse, 
as dearly as if I had been with you. My best love 
again salutes you all; and I hope the kindness and 
generosity of thy heart wilt not permit thee to imitate 
17 
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my MrdineM aa a correspondent, but that tbou wilt 
writs sooa to thy very afieotionate friend, 

Bdward Stables. 

AiazuMlria, 9th mo. iSth, 1EE39. 
Hundreds of times, my dear E., since my Uta in- 
te^esting visit to my friends in New Jersey, have my 
reoollections re-travelled the field of feeling and afiec- 
tioB with tbqm. . And when my own mind is favoured, 
in any degree, wtth "the light of the knowledge of the 
gjory of God in the (present) appearance of Jesus 
Christ,"— I then am sensible of a proportionate desire 
that all pec^e may look to him to be instructed by 
his leiadom, and qualified by his -power, to perceive and 
to pursue the path which leads to frestta and eternal 
p«aoe. 

Kfy heart has often included thee and thy sister M. 
in the tender embraces of this deedre. I have hoped 
that your innoeent minds were not as yet shackled 

. with the trammels of prejudice and superstition, nor 
enlisted as partisans in the toar (^ words and syatenu, 

■ which has a tendency to divide and scatter, instead of 
collecting the children of men into one fold, and under 
the one blessed Shepherd. To such as you, 1 am 
satisfied the language of the Divine Saviour is always 
applicable; "Sufier the little children to come unto 
tne, and forlnd them not; fc^ of such is the kingdom of 
heaven." And truly, thou^ this invitation was utter- 
ed by Him through the medium of a "prepared body," 
yet his blessed being was not limited to that body; ' 
otherwise it wonld be impossible for any to come to 
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him but those who were present iu Judea while he 
was there. The scriptures, on the contrary, de<^are 
in the clearest manner, hie iiniveraality, — as "the true 
light that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world," — as the Creator of '' all things thU are in 
heaven, aad that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or donunions, or principali- 
ties, or powers," — as being "over all, God blessed 
forever," and " the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever." 

Therefore it u undeniable, that all may come to 
Him, and find the declarations of scripture fulfilled in 
thar experience^ — by finding him to be indeed a Sa- 
viour, and a Redeemer from the numerous enemas 
which wound and caj^vate, — which torture and de- 
stroy so many of the sons and daughters of men. 

Our own individual observation will abuudantly as- 
sure us, that the awful artificers of all the miseries of . 
the human ikmily, are their own vehement and dis- 
ordered passions. It is appalling, even to imagine the 
roaring of the lion, or the. fierce and inexorable cruelty 
of the "wild beasts of the desert." But it is compara- 
tively easy to avoid these, and to defend ourselves &om 
them; nor have they any thing of danger or terror 
in them, compared with similar tempera, when they 
actuate intelligent minds. In proof of this assertion, 
compare the devastations of avarice, pride, injustice, 
cruelty, &c., with all the desolation which has ever 
been produced by all the wild beasts and venomous 
' serpents from the beginning of the world until bow; 
and thou wilt perceive bow smaU the latter.has been 
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in comparison with the former. But these tremendous 
consequences are only the outside looHes of those unhal- 
lowed principles. Their efiects in the world of mind 
are still more deplorable; for they destroy its peac^ 
and deAle its purity, — and deform its beauty, — and 
derange the heavenly symmetry of its powers. 

And can it be rationally believed, that this discord 
can be prevented! or, when the chaos has in any 
measure taken place, that the wilderness can be again 
changed into an Eden, — or the desert into a " garden 
of the Lord," by the feeble agency of human words 
and opinions, — of sectarian creeds or systems? No, 
my dear young friend. The fruitless experiment has 
been tried for ages, and by all generations in succes- 
sion! And it still remains unalterably true, that "the 
power of the Highest" must "overshadow" us, — the 
"Holy Spirit" must "come upon" us, in order to gene- 
rate in us that holy thing that is truly the Son of 
God; and who only has power in the soul to open its 
blind eyes, — to unstop ita deaf ears, — to cleanse its 
leprosy, — to heal all its maladies, — to raise it from 
death unto life, — to preach the gospel to its poverty, — 
and to bless all those that " are not oifended in him." 
He only can work the miracle of making all things 
new; — " new heavens, and a new earth," where righ- 
teousness shall dwell, instead of iniquity, — love, in- 
stead of hatred, — peace, instead of contention, — and 
everlasting joy, instead of weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth. 

It is a great calamity that there is so much teach- 
ing in the world, under Uie name of religion, that turaa 
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the atteatifm of maokiiid from the omnipresent " power 
Mid wisdom of God," to onot&er thing which they call 
the gospel,-— that is made up of their limited, grovelling 
i^ews, in the feebleness and folly of men. ThousaodB 
are thereby induced to overloql(, or disr^ard the in- 
fallible witnesses which he has mercifully [Jaced in 
every human mind. For there is no intelligeat orea^ 
ture to whom his good and perfect gifls have not been 
distributed. And as &r as these have been ocoufMed, 
diey have as invariably produced their proper fruits 
as the seeds of the earth bring forth their fruits. For 
none of us are without an unquestionable assurance, 
that justice, mercy, and truth, will make all who are 
governed by them, just, merciful, and true,— as cer- 
tainty as the apple tree produces apples, or the pear 
tree, pears. 

Finally, then, my young friend, i commend thee to 
that blessed and heavenly birth, or manifestation of 
the Divine nature, which b the living Fountain from 
whence all the streams of righteousness have ever is- 
sued. He has loved thee, and given himself fpr thee, 
as thy Saviour and Redeemer; uid if thou wilt take 
him for thy portion, he will liberate thee, from the 
bondage of corruption, and give thi9e "beauty for 
ashes, — the oil of joy for mourning, — and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness." 

Please to present my affectionate rememVance to 
thy uncle and aunt, to thy sister, and to any friends 
who may inquire after thy aSediouate friend, 

EswAsn Stableb. 
17* 
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To EUzabeth Hunt, Darby, Pa. 

Alszandria, 9th ma 34tli, 1839. 
Thy father's letter, giving me intelligence of the 
peaceful close of our dear Ann, came duly to hand. 
The information was not unexpectedj for when I was 
last with you, the prohahility that she would before 
long be released from the pains and troubles of time, 
seemed very apparent. I am fully persuaded that 
there is no cause to mourn for her; as I am satisfied 
that the gracious Beiug who created and preserved 
her innocent, has translated her gentle spirit to a stale 
of being, "where the wicked cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest." TJiat thy aOecUonate 
feelings should be deeply distressed by the event, 
is neither strange, nor improper. On the contrary, 
our holy Example prononnoed a blessing upon those 
that mourn: and I think I am qualified by experience 
to say, that there is, in the tendering influences of 
niou'ming upon the human mind, a preparation wrought 
to receive more abundantly the impressions which pro- 
duce present and everlasting comfort. 

There are no earthly events which have so power- 
ful a tendency to " remove the earth out of her place" 
in the soul's affections, as the loss of intimate and Iw- 
loved friends : for, as they are the dearest of all earth- 
ly treasures, so they are precisely like ourselves: and 
we see that we are also liable to that which has oc- 
curred to them; and the love we have for them, brings 
the impression home to (he feelings, and fixes it there. 
And as long as our love for their memory remains, so 
long a our atteotion turned, with proportionate cor. 
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rectaess, lo the seat of endeared recollections within 
ourselves. And though, like Mary Magdalene at the 
sepulchre, we may go there to weep, yet that is the 
place where we find the blessed Saviour, the source 
and hestower of all consolation and comfort. 

Is not mourning then crowned with comfort, when 
it leads to a discovery so blessed? I am not willing 
to doubt that it will have this desirable effect upon thy 
gentle spirit; and that thou wilt yet see that it has 
been "expedient" for thee that this outward object of 
thy love " should be taken away," in order that thou 
mightest become increasingly acquainted with that 
" Holy Spirit" which gave her all her loveliness, and 
will lead thee also into all truth; and become, even 
in thy own estimate, a treasure for which all other 
things are cheaply parted with. 

It was consistent with the wisdom and goodness of 
my heavenly Father, to introduce my mind into the ' 
depth of sorrow, preparatory to ray more intimate ac- 
quamtance with his wisdom and poteer, as spiritually 
manifested. _ The dearest object of my Sections, my 
precious wife, was removed from me by death. She 
was my idol, at whose shrine all my warmest affec- 
tions were devoted: and when she was taken from me, 
i»t only were my " heavens shaken," but " the earth 
also was removed out of her place;" and in the hitter, 
ness of my affliction, I was ready to conclude that a 
sentence of everlasting extinction was pronounced up- 
on alt my hopes of happiness. My state of mind was 
that of a wilderness, where none but doleful tempers 
and feelings had their habitations; and to these I was 
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a continual prey. These experiences have qualified 
me not only to sympathize with those who are under 
similar aBlictions, — but twenty-three years of added 
experience have shown me, that though " he alluiea 
ua into the wilderness," it is for merciful purposes.' 
He does not intend that for our permanent residence; 
but, after he has rendered us sensible of the frailty of 
all things htU Mtiuelf, and of the disorder and confu- 
sion which result from every other government but Au 
own, — he begins the blessed work of the new creation, 
agreeably to his own declaration, " Behold, I make all 
things new." 

I am peisuaded, my dear young friend, that thou 
wilt find this gracious promise realized in thy here- 
after experience, if thou wilt not resist his operations, 
□or attempt to accomplish for thyself, and by means 
of thy own devising, a liberaticoi from the wilderness 
condition. "Let patience have its full and perfect 
work," " Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, and 
lean not to thy own underslanding," and he will pre. 
pare thy way, by changing all that constitutes the wU. 
demeas, (a work which man of himself never did, nor 
ever can perform,) by " creating in thee a new heart,, 
and renewing a right spirit within thee." And as the 
blessed work will be performed h/ him, and not by 
thyself alone, nor any other being, he will become the 
object of thy love. And then thou wilt "come up 
from the wilderness, leaning upon thy Beloved," — 
"&ir as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible" to 
. every thing that would hurt ot annoy thee, " as an 
army with baanera." This is what my tenderest af- 



t* Google 



LBTTBB OF EDWABD STABLES. 301 

fections desire for thee. Do not give thyself up to too 
much grief and dejection; but cultivate resignation to 
the will of thy heavenly Father. 

The dear one who is gone, is doubtless .better pro- 
vided for than if she were here, with the sovereignty 
of the world and its pleasures at her command. And 
though thou art deprived of the comfort of her society, 
thou hast many benefits remaining; and above all, 
thou hast free access to that pure Fountain of life and 
Icve, which is manifested within thee; of which thou 
mayst drink as certainly as she does, and find it to be 
at once the baptizing element, and the river of the 
water of life, of which thy soul may drink, and live 
forever, in the enjo3rment of its precious influences. 

Please to present my affectionate salutation to thy 
father, and all thy beloved relations, as if named. I 
cordiaJly love them, and desire their individual pros- 
perity as I do thy own, in the best things. Write to 
me Boon, for thy tetters are always acceptable to 
Thy affectionate friend, 

Edwabd Stagleb. 

Alexandrii, 9(Ii mo. SOth, 1BS9. 
So very pleasant have been my recollections of my 
visit to my beloved friends, that I have been, many 
times since parted with you, incited to inform you in 
this way, how dear you were to my best feelings: and 
I now think I ought not to put it off^ny longer. I con- 
sider it an exalted privilege, to be capable of feeling 
fliis " unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace:" and it 
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b scarcely Ifiss so, that there are so many pr^oious 
ones in the world, who cao be embraced as legitimate 
objects of the same endearing influence. My late 
visit to New Jersey made me acquainted with many 
of these, that I knew nothing of before; and of course, 
enlai^ed my circle of enjoyments, by multiplying the 
objects of that unselfish love which increases by ex- 
pansion, and becomes more intense in proportion as it 
b extended. 

The disciples of the blessed Jesus, when they be- 
came partakers of the heavenly spirit by which be 
was actuated in all he did, found that the selfish dis- 
posititHis by which they had been previously governed, 
were changed by its pure infltieooe, and no man said 
that any thing he had was bis own, bat " they had all 
things common." And such remains to be its liberal 
character, especially in respect to the good things be- 
longing to its own nature and kingdom: and all who 
know it and are governed by it, become like-minded 
with it. To them it becomes a joy, when others par- 
take of the ^ame precious spirit which blesses them; — 
and Ihey are disposed, with the prophet, to > invite 
" every one that thirsteth to come to the waters; — and ' 
him that hath no mcaiey, to come and buy wine and . 
milk without money and without price." For, as wine 
and milk are cordial and sustaining to the animal be- 
ing, — so are the fruits of the Spirit, which consist in 
" all righteousness, goodness, and truth," alike invigo- 
rating and nutritious to the spiritual being. The Fa- 
ther of mercies is the giver of both;-— but be has de- 
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signed ibem for epecific purpoeea, whtoh Ihey answer 
most perfectly; but they never can be substituted fiir 

' each other. 

The soul has its himger, as well as the body; and 
when it iasts, there is a temptation arising from its 
cravings, to make food of earthly things. " If thou 
be the son of God, command these atones to ,be made 
iH^ad." But is it not written in the living volume of 
all human esperience, that earthly things are as inca- 
pable of satisfying the hunger oi the soul, as stones 

' are of supplying the place of bread to the animal be- 
ing? There mlso it is written, that " by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of G!od, shall man 
live:" — not the "man tha( is bom of woman, who 
hath but few days, and full of trouble;" — but the man 
who is a spiritual being, and is " th« ofisprlng of Grod." 
The former can feed upon the fruits of the earth; — 
they furnish his proper ibod; — they grow in the r^ion 
of his existence; — and they " perish with the using." 
It is the latter only that can perceive or partake of 
"the fruits of the Spirit," and find in them his indis- 
pensatJe and appropriate sustenance. They proceed 
"iMit of the mouth of God." He alone is their author; 
and they constitute " the bread that cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life to the world." These are the 
viandt that do not perish with the using; for love in- 
creases, when w« feed upcm it; and so does joy, and 
peace, and gentleness, and goodness, and truth, &c. 
The region in man, where these celestial fruits are 
planted, and known, and may be cultivated, is indeed 
an " £den" of Divine formation. There <mly can we 
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find our proper good, and the preventives and reme- 
dies of all evil. 

But alaa! for poor human nature I From the be- 
' ginning, through all its posterilyr (in greater or less 
degrees,) it falls by the power of temptation. Its spi- 
ritual hunger requires and solicits food; and it yields 
to the impulse to substitute " Btones" for " bread." 
It is indued with native aspirations for "glory and 
honour," its true croum and diadem: but the kingdoms 
of this world, with their imperfect and fugitive glories, 
are presented in fascinating prospective to its view; — 
and it bowS in homage and service to the powers by 
which only they can be obtained. But still it remains 
anxious and unsatisfied; — and then it invents a reli- 
gion, and constructs a temple, which is formed of ma- 
terials that are dug out of the earth, or grow upon ita 
Burfiice. It hews, and squares, and arranges them by 
its natural powers and wisdom: — and to ascend to ita 
"pinnacle," or highest point, is a natural ambitkai, 
for which all its preceding steps have prepared the 
way, and furnished the inducements. And when this 
is attained, it too oilen has happened, that man, infla- 
ted with his pre-eminence, and confiding in his sup>. 
posed security, has obeyed the temptation to "cast 
himself down;" — and the rooks of pride, Ivmtry, ava- 
rice, cruelty, intemperance, &c. &c. have received 
him in his awfal/all into the region of corruption ! 

From these deplorable consequences, it is evident 
he might have been saved by obeying the suggestions 
or monitions of ttat holy and pure Life which created 
him at first, and whose inspirations are kumitUji, tern- 
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penatce, liberallfy, nurcy, &o. ifo. Beoaiue a oo-«x- 
istenoe of tfaese with the principlea of comptioi^ u M 
impMaible as concord between light and dai^nesB, or 
My other oppositea. And the sonte which oould faafe 
Mned hmfeomfaSing, is obviously &at alone by wbi<A 
he can be redeemed Jr<m (or out of) ^£ali, when it 
has.t^Esi place. - 

' In this view, all is eoa^rehauible, and all Is ade- 
guate. But what poor and feeble substftuteB for thk 
efficient religion of life and poteer, are the- dry and 
Hfelesa systems of human invention, where oieeds, 
doctrines, professions, and opinions, are the only -wea- 
pons which are furnished to contend against "princi- 
palities and powers, and spiritual wickedness in high 
ptaces," which are The sole " rulers of the darkness o£ 
Ifaia world!" But, copious and mt^restlng as the aub- 
ject is, I must Cease, or not have room to sa^ haw 
glad I should be to hear from you. My best lore sa- 
lutes you all, — !uid I am, with truth and sincerity, 
your friend, 

EdVakd Sublbb. 

Aleiuidrit, 10th mo. 1^ 1839; . 

A letter with thy signature, my daar Elizabeth, will 
always be acceptable to a friend who feels as ai^- 
tionately attached to thee as I do;-:-and I am gratified 
at the evidence thou hast given me of thy iriendship 
and confidence. 

In- the present state of the professing religious wwld, 
it id emphatically a time of "wars and rumours of 
wars." For, great are the conflicts of passioa and - 
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opinkm,— '^thd wa and the waves TOdring, and men's 
hearts &iling them fi>r fear," lest thek systems and 
Tiewa, to irhteh they have attached the oharac^r of 
saciednees, abohld feUlnto ruin and tleathiction; amid 
the tumult ot'ioind dppoung wind, afld wave dashing 
against mwe. ^Buf it is still the counsel of Infinite 
Goodness to them who' have chosen to follow him, 
rather than the windy profaaion*, the passionate heaU, 
and the tpuikihgs of earthly views -and interests,— 
" See that ye'be not troubled; fb'f all these things must 
mime to pass." " Fot nation shall rise against nation, 
and kibgdom against kingdom;" each one opposing all 
odiers;— not that the kingdom of Giod and hit Chriat 
nlHy be established, but that their own supremacy 
may prevail, and all others be subjected to their au- 
thority. For every party is proclaiming, "Lo! here 
is Christ, among ua: and as Christ is the only Saviour, 
if you come, not with us, you cannot be saved." 

But, my dear child, " believe them not:" for, like 
"the lightning 'which cometh out of the east, and 
-shineth eve» unto the west," — Christ is only seen or 
known by hia own Ught: and all who truly perceive 
him, behold him coming in the " bright clouds of hea- 
ven," — ^'with power and gr^t glory:" not ill the 
dark clouds which float (visible to the natural eye) in 
^ gross atmosphere of this world, which the eyes of 
. birds and beasts, and creeping things can behold alao. 
" And he shall send Ait angtU," (not the messengers 
of man's devising,) " and shall' gather together ftta 
ehci"{DSA those which man shall phoose,) "front ike 
four icinflt,~from the uttermost part tf the earth, to 
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U)e utlermoet part oiheaven." And this blessed oSee 
has slwaya been Ha, and Am afone,- an^ he has always 
. employed the same "muustering Bpirits," — the same 
'! angels;" for he is unehtageabU: — and these amus- 
tering angels are the " fruitsflf the Spirit." "Love" 
gathers us into the fold of affectitni; tmd ') joy" deliv- 
ers us from sorrow;— and "peace" surrounds us with 
tranquillity; and " gentleness" makes us gentle; and 
"goodness", makes us good, &g. &c. And by"BU 
these w^rketb «ne and the se^same Spkrili dividiag 
unto. every man severally as he will." 

Bost tbou not know4hd trudi of these things?-:- 
Therefore, let not thy "hefert be troubled" at the wars 
and rumours of wars. " Thou believest in God;" be- 
lieve also in ihi* Urth of his "pmoer and wUdcm," 
which is his "Christ within, the hope of glory,"— and 
"ihe true hghi that lighteth every tnan that coin«th in- ' 
to the world." If diy attention be exclusively turned 
to the roaring of the sea, and to the magnitude of the 
waves, which have been thrown into tumult by the 
fierce winds of party spirit, and the oppositions of 
opinion, — nothing but fear, and an ap^rehenaon of 
•periskaig, c^n be afibrded by siioh a view. But if 
thou wilt turn to thb holy birth of the Divine nature, 
manifested within thee, all these disquieting and terri- 
fying commotions will be rebuked by himt Peace w3i 
succeed to tensest; and a Iteataetdy calm, to the roar. 
ing of the sea, and the destructive concussions of the 
waves. 

Our present experience of the efibcts of these reaU- 
Uet, gives us the strongest possible assurance of thdr 
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ukdiftr^Mble -influeoceB ^poo tbe aouta of the ohil-, 
drm of men. Asd let it neVM ba ^rgotteo, that Ae 
same foubthat now inhabit a body of flesh and blood, 
m time, — will be the-inhabitfiDtd of etemiiy. And, as 
good and evil produce their distinetive efiects nmo; — 
the firtt ennobling, exalting, Had blessiug the soul;^ 
the tecond defiling, degrading, fuid tormenting it^ — such 
will be their relative influences .^weiwr. 

I am entirely satisfied, tiiat no system of man can 
altar tha natures of good and evil, any more \han di& 
ferent systems of jdiUosopliy ean change the eat^blidi- 
ed order of the Universe^ L kn»w, and all mankind 
bUJw it also, that " the work of righteousness is peace; 
and the efect of righteousness, quietness and assu'- - 
ranee forever." The opposite is tiierefore necessarily 
true: the work of wickedness is inquietude, and the 
effect of wickedness, distress and confusion forever. 
No fatuity, nor delusion, therefore, can be greater 
Iban to forsake "tho Fountain of living waters," from 
which all the streams of righteousness have ever flow, 
ed, and still flow{ — and to employ all our immortal 
enej^es in forming "creeds and systems, — wlien all 
men experience and know that they are, at best, 
"broken cisterns, that -can hc^ no Water." 

The cordial salutations of my dear fomily are pre- 
sented to tbe^, in return for thy message of love to 
(hem; and with beM vishes for thy present and oveT* 
lasting wel&re, I ant, truly and oocerely, thy friend, 
Edward Stabler. 
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AlenndrU, lllh mo. JtSth, 18U, 
It is not neceBsary, my dear friend, to tell thee thit 
thy letters alw&ys give me pleasure, Independently 
of the intelligence vhich they £oitvey, and which is in' 
Usslf an interesting object,— the marks of warm all^- 
tion, among tho most ^mable of all the feature»of 
the human ' chsracter,>-are to me particularly valu- 
able. I admire mteiSgence, but I love afection. The 
most perfect state of humanity subsists in those cases 
where both are united by an inseparable marriage, 
eridently of OiviDe ^ppointmentj'^^Dd never dissolv- 
ed, qor cleraoged, but to the nnapealcable disadyan- 
laga of the household over which they were intended 
to preside. If there -be any one instance in which 
the precept, "What Giod hath joined, let no man put 
asunder," — is of the utmost cooeequence to be obeyed, 
it i» (Aw. Foi^ as Young has said, "With the talents 
of an angel, a man may be a ^1:" and how i]^iy 
lamentable instances have the history and' observa- 
tion of man exhibited, where the intellectual poweu 
of the mind have been exiJu^vdy cultivatedh^md its 
ftfiectioos permitted to run wild] — producing monsters, 
abounding in intelligence, but divested of goodness. 
- Such cannot be objects of attachment, nor can they 
enjoy or confer happiness. Like the voloaoo, they are ' 
bright, but destructive. They shine,---but their light 
is the harbinger of desolation. 

On the contrary, — die history of igtwrance, how- 
ever it may abound in.aSection, is not much lesa 
lovely than the former: though it must.be adpiitted 
that it is not so terriUy hateful. But where the two 
18" 
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aubut in due piopoitioa, they constitute the most 
lovely of all objects, and produce the latest measure 
of happineas in ;■!! relationa. To mamtfun them in 
this order, and to re'^pall, and re^rruige them, when 
th^ l^ve wandered, or become disordereil^ is amoi^ 
tb» nohlset employm»ita of an intelligent and a%c< 
tionate being. And for tins puipose, he sUnds in. 
need of the wisdom and power of the Divine nature, 
to be manifested in him. For it is not less true, that 
the wisdmn and power of the Deity ar» alone capa- 
ble of maintaining the harmony of. his creaticm, tfaan 
that they were the only adequate -agents m its origi- 
oal' formation. - ■ 

The lovely family at P. are a sample of ths union 
of intellig«ice with pure aSections. I received • leN 
ter from them at the time of our Yearly Meeting; and 
it was a rich and munifioent reward ftir one that my 
^^tions had dictated and sent to thsm. I have 
SBldom paid ^ visit which gav» me more sali^^c- 
titm than my visit there. They all seemed to dwell 
in an atmosphere where my spirit could breathe with- 
out obstruction or ditQculty. Iwas prepued to ex- 
pect a m^ital feaat, from stxne previous acquaint* 
anoe; but the reality surpassed the anticipation. 

After our Yearly Meeting, we were highly gratified - 
by bringing home- with us a precious company of visi- 
tors. They stayed with us from seventh-day to the 
following fifth-day. It is a &vour of no oomroon mag- 
nitudeto hare such friends; .and to enjoy a sweeV 
social intereourae with them, is among the most ex- 
quisite eBJo)rmeata in life. And when we look at the 
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causea .which make them bo precious, is it not-eetf-evi- 
dent, tbst the right order anal due anraDgement of the 
two great iamilies otiitieliect' ioA affection, governed 
and harmonized by Divine wisdom and goodnese, giva 
them all their charms! 

With due remembrance of my kind friends in your 
neighbourhood, 1 am sincerely thy. frient^ 

Edwabd Stables. 

Alexandria, Ilth ma letfa, 18)9. 
I have received a Muniilceiit compensatiob, for my 
feeble efibrt to express to my dear triends- the tender 
a&etion I felt fbr.them, by the reception, when in Bal- 
timore, of their mutual letter of 10* month nth'. My 
heart did not deceive me, vrtien it testified in your so- 
ciety, These dwell in the regi«> of love and gentle- 
_ nees;— and here my spirit has found an atmo^herein 
which it can breathe without difficulty or obstruction. 
It is clear, even to self-evideiice, that such a mental 
atmosphere may, and does/~exist; — and that it consti- 
tutes "the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace:"-:— 
and-of wl^ch, the tnost jragrant and .salubrious atmos- 
phere of the material world, ia hut a low and trandent ' 

But there is an unity of spirit, without the bond of 
ptace. It was exemplified in the instance of FHa^ 
and Herod, when they united in a determination to 
condemn the holy Jesus. Its otmstituents are admira- 
bly described by the prophet, in the desolated state of 
Babylon:— "Tlie wild beasts of the islands shall cry 
in their desolate housei^ and dragons in their pleasant 
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pslrees." For where die human imnd becomes tha 
faous^ «r hal)itation of such tempera •aAd jm^enatUt . 
«e n&turalty charauteri2e tbe "wild beasts" waA "dr&- ' 
§t»8," (and these were th» actual causes of the min 
of Babylon, once " the glory of kingdoms,") thqugb 
4wr« may be unity of spirit, the objects effected, l^ it 
mvst.he desolation; — Mid never wert, aor ceyef cfiq 
be <^peace, — nor quietness,— nor asBurance- forever." ' 
But, " behold the -Lamb pf God that taketh ^way the 
sin df the world!" No beastly temper.-^^i^ drag6n- 
like propensity deforms or deiifes his heavenly Being: 
but he is the omnipresent and living Fountain of " righ- 
teousneBS, goodness,. and truth;" "and of his' fullness 
have all we received, and gracefor grace." For the 
presence of every measure of these blessed realities, 
we are aid certainly indebted to. his manifestation in 
us,-na we are to his creating power for our existeRce. 
And never,4iever has any human soul xeccived the 
celestial visitant, and permitted him to diffuse the 
breams of his righteouscess and goodness through 
it,r^-but who has found the animating; picture of tbe 
inspired apo^e realized in its experience: "He show- 
ed me a pure river of water of Life, clear as cr3'stal, 
proceeding out of the. lArone of God, and of the Lamb." 
A Uircme is the emblem of sovereignty, because it is 
the seat D^a king: — and in proportion as the Divine 
government prevails in every aoid, there the lamb-Uke 
nalare is in donunion; — and every thing that proceeds 
from it is " pure, — peaceable, — gentle, and easy to be 
iittrealed, — fuH of mercy. and of good fruits, — without 
partiality, and without hypocrit^." 
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' -Truly, my beloved 'friends, there b nothing thU 
you bave ever known, Ihat is niore certain ttuin these 
blessed re&Ilties. -You hkve seen this heavenly Sove- 
reign; and He it ia who has conversed with you, sinCb 
j(ouy earliest rectJIection. But - his . vojce is without 
toiatd; — it is still; — It ia small; yet it is ineffdblertLad 

' ftlU cf 'Oisdom. -You know that the voice of loee is 
. imihotd tu^e, — but how clear are its impressiraiB! how 
indubitable ihe evidences of its nature, and its rei|uiBi- 
tioDs!- Ikis the same'wkh all the language of heaven, 
' .^nd wkh all the wcrds which Christ- speaks to piir 
aotils. Tli^ are- all spirit, and they are all vital :— 
as definite and unequivocal as the impression? of fove; 
imd like dtat, they stamp their true image upon the 
mind, and Tiaiinot be mi^nderstoc>d. In this spiritual 
and living language, the mjufeneji of godliness are re- 

, vetoed; — the fruits of the Spijit^are protktced;.— <nd 
the mindcomes to perceive, wiA al>solute certainty, 
that "the kingdom of God is flat in the words which 
nun's wisdom tettchethy — itU m power.'' It is the 
power of Jove, to make us E^eotionatc;-^-of joy, to 
nulke us joyful; — of peace, to make us<peaceable; — 
of gentleness, to make us gentle;— of goodnees, to 
make us -good, &c. &c. 

These are the elementary princi]rieB,-i-the A, B, C, - 
of the christian religion. Ajid so &r &om being " an 
unpleasant task," — it is a delightful employment to 
teach the precious children to know them, — and. to 
show them the combinatum of these letters into, sylla- 
bles, and words, and s^itences, — until they become 
learned in tiie literature of heaven, and made- " wise 
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nntfl salvation." And, to thaiige the metaphor to suit 
thy taste, my dear A." W., theae arfe the plants of our 
. heavenly Father's planting. They are capable of cul- 
tivation, and will bloom with immortal beauty. ' They 
are nourished by the "pure river of the water of life, 
find, yield their fruits every month; and their leaves 
arefor the heating of the nations." 

To my dear friend and brother and hia precious 
wife^I can say with cordial sincerity, that your saltir 
(ation and affectionate femenlbranCB «^*v6if 'ac- 
ceptable. And what can-I lender you ii^tettttn, but 
the assurance of reciprocal feelings, witd my'berf 
Irishes that all things may work together for the pre- 
sent and eTerla3ting~ good of yourselves and 'alt .tke 
members of your hou3^<rfd. ■ ^-'i"' *■• , 

I toiuch regret that n^ constant- ^m^g^ merits; ^ttj 
ring our Yearly Moeting, <lid not admit of time to find 
oat ytiur young friends. I was appointed assistuit- 
clerii, and'Upbn sev.^t^l committees; — the several du- 
ties of which, leR'me scarcely any leisure. We had 
»■ very intSfestirig and satisfactory Yearly Meeting. 
\^Ms^ it alu^ther, it was perhapa the me^so of any 
' I eve> attended. I have beeir present at several,- whe^ 
tiie Ude of life, arose as high, if not higher, in particu- 
lar' sittings: but t9 witness an "assembly of six or seven 
hundred men^— all of 'fhom knew they had the privi- 
lege of speaking,— :Bnd sub|ects of great interest delib- 
erated upon, and concluded,— and not one jar, nor <me 
discordant action or expression to occur from first to 
last,— was indeeda most grateful phenomenon, that I 
do not remember ever before to have witnessed, I ' 
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hope oiir hearts were ^led with gratitude ibr the ft- 
Tour; as mine is with {tfTection, in subscribing myself 
your sincere Mend, 

Edward Stablbb. 

^ . AleiudrU, lat mo. 6lfa, 1B30. 

Letters from our absent friends, like visits from tlieir 
persons, are always acceptable. They both have a 
ijireot tendency to awaken and 'refresh those ^atle 
andifndar aff^tions,who3e'nature is to bless the minil 
in whi4li they dwell, ~and to prompt it -to use all its ef-. 
&rts to extMid its own blessings by promoting the bliss 
' . of o^rs. Thy afiectionate letter of 13th ult., prodtKKi^ 
a.measare of these effects upon me. It revived the le^ 
•coilectiotr 4^ ^(tttffkindness and iellow. feeling with the 
,poor ' exercised tEaveLler. And I, moreover, rejoiced 
the evidences it afforded, that in thee I had a sister- 
spirit; alike desirous that the membe'ra of the human 
&mity might becooie acquainted with " the Truth as 
it is io Jesus, — and bewhereby freed from the many 
things which destroy they' peace. ' AU.fhen are de- 
sirous to "Witness this relief, — because, to all men-die^ 
tress and affliction are gnevoua. But many give their 
money for those things which are "not bread,"r— aqd. 
"their labour for that which satisfieth not." The 
world and its. glories are set before them in fascinating 
array; — they think that these will give the bliss-tbcT- 
are hungering for; — they try them, and are disappoint* 
ed; but still pursue the same delusive course. , 

The appetites and necessities of our animal nature 
are clamorous for gratiiicatioD; — and it is right tint 
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they shoulcl be rettaoH&bly utiefied; ''ysnr Fadter 
knowetfa that ye have need of these things." Bat 
when the soul degrades herself by making 'theie her 
treasures, then the "falU from heaven to eaiih," and 
finds her desires a " bottomless pit" that never can be 
^ed widi things of this -kind. How obvious then is 
the* benevolence and wisdom of that counsel: "Seek 
first the kingdom -of heaven, and the righteotuDe§B 
thereof," But in relation to ihu kmgdom, there ex- 
ists a deplorable degree of misconception among the 
children of men. In vain, hwe the scriptures testified 
from the highest autbority, that " the kingdom of h«»> 
yen is within va," — th^t it consists in " ri^teouESieai^ 
peace, and -joy in the Holy Spirit." In vain does the 
experience of all intelligent beings ocvitillually baar 
witness, that these are realities, and jnay be inocra,— 
and sought after, — and attained; and that witen attain- 
ed, " the work of righteousness is always peace, — and 
the efiect of it, quietness and assurance forever.'* For, 
in of^wsition to all this weight- of evidence, it appears 
as if lew were disposed to seek for it there; — or to ciJl 
upon that Life, in which " they live, and move, and 
have their being," — and that is always ready to bless 
4nd to gave them. But, on.the contrary, they are look- 
ing outward, and to futKrHy oidy; not considering that 
iafutttriiy, as well as at die present, the righteons oily 
oan be blessed;— and there never can be any peaoe'to 
die wicked, neither in time nor eternity. 

The wh(de tenor of human experience- confirms this . 
truth. A sick man-canned know the feelings of health 
uittil disease is ^removed, with its angui^ and pains. 
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Hubi^r oan only b» obviated by food, and dai^mem 
removed by. light, &c. In like maDiier, (and equally. 
certain by eaperience,) the powers of evil, being un- 
changeable in thek nature, must always act as dis- 
ease, hunger, and darkneea do; they muat produce 
misery and affliction forever. But when they are oast 
out of the soul by the powers of righteousness, Uiese 
also are alike unchangeable in their nature, uid their 
influences produce " peace, joy, and holineas of spirit" 
forever. How much it is to be lamented, my dear M., 
that U)U _/Se£J of living lacts EUid certainties is so traed- 
leasly overlooked by o«r fellow-ereatures; and Uiat, 
instead of labouring in U, where th«c might be coo- 
tinually "receiving wages, and gathering fruit unto 
lite eternal," — they turn their attention to the " winds 
of doctrines," and to unprofitable speculations, which 
leave their minds as much a prey to all sorts of evil, 
as if they made no profession<>f religion at all. 

I rejoice in believing that thy mind has long since 
been convinced that the "kingdom of Ood is not in 
word, but in power;" — and that thou hast fouitd its 
truth and certainty, in the power of innocence to make 
thee innoowtt;— of . love, to make thee affectionate; — 
of kindness, to make thee kind; — and of gentleness to 
make thee gentle, &c. And my beet affections com. 
mend thee to that prewons foundation of Eternal Power 
from which all these proceed; and, in the language of 
thcApostle, "ihat whereunjo then hast already attain, 
ed, walk by the seme rule, mind the same tiling;"— 
and there caimot be one shadow of doubt, that thou 
19 
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.wilt thereby be made. like the "tfing^ daught«','~il) 
glorious within." . . . - 

. My afTectioData remembrance is preseated to thy 
fatlKr and mother, and to Friends in your plaoe. I 
often think of you all, with mueh earnestness of desire, 
that in thti present day of conflict and trial, you may 
not suffer any " root of bitterness" to spring up in your 
hearts to trouble you; for where the. " gall of bitter- 
ness" subsists, ihere abo i» " the bond of iniquity," 
and its cause. Farewell. It will be very grateful 
to ~ine, to be remembered by thee in the covenant of 
christian fellowship;— and any communications from 
thy pen will be always acceptable to thy friend, 

EswA^ Stablsr. 

AIc:aiidria, Irt mo. lltb, 1830. 
, I am persuaded that the minds of all the human 
family are so constituted by our heavenly Father, that 
they are all -disposed to -goodness; and 'every person 
who Incomes unrighteous, does it by resisting the na- 
tive impulses of the soul, — or by permitting them to 
become degraded by a pursuit of objects, the attain. 
mettt of which requires the sacrifice of those exalted 
and beatific feelings which constitute at once the glory 
and happiness of existence. For such is really the 
situation of all those who exchange the principles 
whtch keep them mmxetit, for any gratification that 
tlTey cannot possess without becoming guUtg. For 
• every thing that is known or knowable, acts according 
to its .own nature, both in>1ieaven and in earth. And 
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k ia &B.\iareasoiiabIe, aad oontrary to truth and exp^ 
rience, to ex{>ect the blessings of righteousness irom 
the influences of any evil" 'principle or action,-T-as to 
expect coldness from tire, or dryness from the effusion 
of water. ■ ■ 

The inspired writers, speaking of the unvarying 
natures and influences of good abd evil, use the term 
firmer, which means almaya or amttnually. Tiius, we 
find the psalmist, speaking of Divine mercy, saya, "his 
mercy endureth forever;" — that is, it is always the 
same; and acts in the same way. The apostle John, 
speaking of the powers of evil in their influences upon 
those who are actuated by them, describes them by 
saying, "the smoke of their torment ascendeth-up for- 
ever and ever; and they have no rest day nor night) 
who worship the beast and his image."- Thou wilt 
perceive by the meaning of the compound word for- ' 
ever, that the influences of these thmgs cannot be lim- 
ited (as~ many suppose they are) to eternity, nor to 
time, — but are unchangeable, the same in bothc — that 
i^ the principles of good and evil as they exist in the 
mind, (their only residence, as it regards human br- 
ings,) always act acoordmg to their nature; the good 
producing goodness, both in principle and action,— 
now and hereafter, — by day and by night, — in earth 
and in heaven; — and evil likewise bringing forth its 
own fruits perpetually. - ' 

We are all at sehool in our present state of exist- 
ence; and are continually learning the most important* 
truths, in becoming acquainted with the invariable 
nature and effects of principles and powers. Our 
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hoaventy Father hstlr placed ua here for tkftt very 
purpote; and he has given to each of us a RieBsure 
of V his good ^irit" to instruct us. He makes use bf 
Ibe, realities of experience as mediums of education; ' 
and we cannot possibly be deceived, as long as our at- 
tentioa does not wander from these, and the knowledge 
they 4n&Uibly impart. 

Thy mind has long -been conversant with those, 
thinga which have made an. Eden to thee, of the same 
kindof exist^ice which has been a wilderness to many 
oth«Ts, by reason of the tempers and propensities of 
wild beasts and venomous serpents, which they have 
oonsented should rule over them. Thou hast also 
known what it' is to be tempted, as they have been. 
And the " good and perfect gifts," which the Father 
of mercies has bestowed upon all, have- been obeyed 
by thee, and have saved thee from their bitter sxpe- 
rience. Pear not then to surrender thyself entirely 'to 
the same precious government; let the angels of thy 
Lord keep thee in tiieir hands; and all the oonfedera- 
tsd influences of earth and eVil shall never prevail 
against thee. 

With afiectkmaie regard, I remain thy friend, - 

Edwakd Stablbi. 



aa 171h, 1830. 
Dear Fbiehd, — 

Thy letter of ISth monUi 28th is at hand; and I 

> am dispMed to comply with thy request, in furnishing 

Am with some of my views upon the subjects to which 

ft re&rs;— after premiung, that I should very mwih 
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regret to contribute in any degree to establishing in 
thy mind a persuiision that my opinions^ or those of 
aoy other person, can be of any real importance, in 
relation to ttmea and circumstances ^ remot^ aa the 
history and ojiinions of the ancient Jews; except in ao 
fcr as they illustrate the operations of the prmci^ 
and potoera which produce good and evil in human 
nature; and conae<]uently render mankind happy or 
miserable, u they are governed by the one or the 
other. These are the really important points to us 
aH; and every thing else dwindles. into insignificanoe 
in comparison with them. , 

When the holy Jesus stated the sublime reaMy of 
the Divine character, he appealed to a fact in creation 
which has always been as conapieuous as it is now, 
and always the same: "Ye have heard that it hath 
been said, Thou shalt love thy friend, and hate thine 
enemy: but I say unto you, Love .your enemies: bless 
Ihem that curse you; and pray for them that despite- 
fully use you, and persecute you; (hai yoa.may he ike 
children of your Father who U in heaven; fo^ he maicelh 
hie sun to rise on,^ evil and on the good, and tendeih 
■rain on the just, and on the nnjwt." Such is the im- 
mutable nature of the Sovereign of the Universe : but 
it is not so with man, (nor with ^ny man.) He is 
changeable; " he cometh forth as the fiower> and is 
cut down; he fleeth as the shadow, .and oontinueth 
not." The beginping of his career is in ignorance " 
and weakness; and the estimates which he fonnaof 
all things, aje modified by his own state or c<Hidition. 
19* 
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"When I was a ohild,V said the. illuBtrions Paul, " I 
thought as a child,-— I spake a« a child, — [ understcwxl . 
aa a child." The same things are ol^e true of every 
nteinber of the human tamily. 

When therefore we notice the great discrepaDCies 
in iiuman character, and sentiment, and oouduct, In 
the difTerent stages of existence, and knowledge, utd 
virtue — ^especially as it .regards his appfeheosioas of 
Divine Tequisitions) would it be reaomahle or just (O 
ascribe these mutations to changes or flnoluations in 
the Deity, rather than to the changeable oatuie of the 
creature? .No: I think right reaspn will compel us to 
say with' the apostle, "Let God be tme, atut ever/ nan 
m.Am*;" That men, under the influence of igDoraaoe, 
pre^idioe, or vitiated afiections, may, and do come to 
Miev« that tfisy aughi la do things totally repugnant to 
the Divine will, is abundantly declared in history, and 
manifested to dtdly. observatitHi. The eminent Paul 
declared beibre Agrippa, that be verily tiunight be 
Mght to do many things agunat, or contrary to tl*B 
name (^ Jesus duiot. And Jeaas himself tertified to 
faia diacifdee, " the time cometli, that whosoever killedi 
you HiUfAMi: that Iwdoetli God' service." "And tbert 
llungs will they do irato you, becmue ikey Jkotie .mt 
known Ae Fatker, nor me" And the m^^r Stephen 
inolwJes both the anoient Jews and those who wen oo- 
«n\ with himself, in one general reprehensioiK "Ye. 
iiiffnecked, Mid undrcumciBed in heart, anl ears, ye 
do alwcys retitt Ae Sabf GkotI; «a your &tb»s did, 
■•'do y»." 
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' The ancient, Jews, being men- of like pa^iona with 
other men, were thereby rendered liable to perverted 
views of the Divine nature,— ^a well as the present 
toembers of the human fomily. The same sublime 
and unalterable evidences of immutable goodness, wis- 
libm, and kindness, being, and having been alike con- 
spicuQua to. all, ,evea in the economy of the outwapl 
creation; yet we perceive that ifc*/art baa not pre- 
vmted either ancients or modems from, believingi that 
wars and bloodshed -were consistent with the will of 
God. On the contrary, it haS been a common occur* 
renoe in all ages, for. whole nations to ascribe the sue- 
oBSb of their ferocious and desolating conflicts to the 
favour and assistance of the God of love. Even pro- 
fessors of the religion of Christ, with the history of his 
pure, gentle, benevolent, and peaceable life (when 
manifested in the perstmofthe blessed Jesus) h^bm 
them, — have exhibit^ the same dispositions, as promi. 
nently as Jews, Mahometans or Pagans. Need it ihen 
be a thing incredible to any, that ancient as well as 
modem historians j[being men) might in like maoner 
be mistalien,. when they admitted the persuasion that 
the Deity commanded people to destroy dx«r fellow- 
creatures, and that he " fought for themi" The God 
of mercy gave to them who were able to receive it, 
t^ game evidences of his true character that. he does 
to us; — and beibre -Moses eq)ecially, he " pnyilaim- 
ed himself^" in the most solemn and impressive man* 
Bei:, " the Lord, the Lord God, — merciful and gradoui, 
lat^g m^erixg and oZwufont in ff/odnett and truA.''-~r 
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Now, can the ratitniKl understanding of any man con- 
Gistently ascribe to &nj'«f these qualities, a disposi- 
tion to command the banishment ' of all mercy ham 
the' human heart, and to inflict iadiscriniinat9 destruo- 
tioQ'Upon men, women and chSdren? 

In the forepart of his life, the patriarch Abraham 
was also a warrior; and from the testimonies given to 
his integrity, there can be no doubt that he thought lie 
had the Divine sanction to slaughter the kings who 
had desolated the land in which his relation Lot rea< 
ded, and taken him captive. But upon his return from 
that czpeditionT he was met by Melchizedek, "iangef 
peace — priest of the most high God," who, actuated l:^ 
"the power of an endless life," and not, by the "law of 
a carnal commandment," Uessed Abraham (not in a 
form of words, but) by instructing his understanding in 
the nature of "the gospel, which is, the power of God 
unto iahaUim," (not destruction) by which " the righ- 
teousness of God is revealed &om faith to faith:" and . 
from that time, Abraham mu a warrior m> more. And 
then it was that he occupied the condition which was 
afterward commemorated by the holy Jesus: "Your 
fether Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he ea» it 
<rhI was glad," 

And truly thef voice of fact proclaims to all ages and 
times, that the victims of those tempers and disposi- 
tions, without which war is Impos^ble, are necessarily 
miserable from the very nature of things; — while the 
subjects bf the. " wisdom that is from above," and- if 
"pure, feaceable, gentle, and easg to ie eabvated, JvB 
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^ mercy, and of good fruita, without partUtHi]/ and 
without hypocriay," — are thereby filled with "joy and 
gUdpess, and sorrow and aighing flee away." 
I am aflectionately Ay friend, 

Edwakh Staelee. 



Akxindiia, lit mo. SSud, 1830. 
My beloved Caroliqe does not need a verbal assu- 
rance to convince her that her letter from B. was tn^ 
)y acceptable. The feelings of her own afTectionate 
heart, upon similar occasions, will furnish a rule of 
dsoiaion which cannot deceive her. We heard of thy 
indiqusition, my dear C, through several channels, 
and many times wished that it was our privilege to 
visit thy sick couch; but as circumstances were. We 
oould do no more than sympathize with thee, and cul- 
tivate the affectionate wiafi, that thou mightest soon be 
w«ll enough to assure us of thy recovery with thy own 
hand. 

, It is surely among our greatest social privileges, that 
we may know and partake of spiritual or mental com- 
mauion, in as great reality as we can of peraonal. 
Our souls are sensitive, as well as out bodies; aiki 
why may not their perceptions and intercourse be as 
vivid, and unquestionable? Doubtless they are so; 
and all mankiod'are witnesses of this important fact; 
a fact which establishes the position so clearly to the 
christian, that it is not only true that we may have 
" f^low^ip one with another, but also with the Father, 
and with his son Jesus Christ." Nor do I know of any 
irapediioent to an .universal proficiency in the know. 
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ledge of this, — as great, and as certain as our know- 
ledge of natural truth, — but the intei^osing faseina- 
tions of " the kingdoms of this world, and the glories of 
them." These are the first objects that receive the 
attentions of human beings. They minister to the 
necessities and gratification of our terrestrial nature; 
and we become distinctly enamoured of the HUngt 
which are severally presented through the mediums 
of the fve animal senses: Love leads to marriage; 
and they ultimately become the_^re husbands to which 
the sOuI is united. 

But, my dear child, He who is "the chiefest among 
ten thousand," and lovelier than any of the childred 
of this world, — does not fail to present himself, with in- 
finite kindness, to thee, to me, and to all our brethren 
and sisters, — as he did to the won^an of Samaria; and 
he declares to us, as he did- to her, " all that ev«r we 
did;" showing us at the same time, thai' nothing of a 
terrestrial nature can satisfy the thirst of our immortal 
spirits; and offering us the "living water, that shall 
be in us a well of water springing up unto everlasting 
life." And truly, its precious streams are conspicu- 
ous: — they consist of the principles of righteousness; — 
to drink of them will quench the thirst of the soul?— to 
teash in them will cleanse it from every deAlement. 
And every vUal power that is sustained by their nur- 
■ture, becomes a " tree of life which yieldeth, its frtiits 
every month," or continually. 

Iliy mind has often tested the truth of this represen- 
tation; for "thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity." And -so far as this has been realized in thy 



t, Google 



LEITEB OF &DWARD 8TABLEK. 227 

experience, the natural and necessary efiect of such a 
state of thy affections has been produced;— ^nd " God, 
even thy God, has anointed, thee ^thereby) with the oil 
of gladness, above any of thy fellows" whose wander- 
ing attachments had connected them to different ob- 
jects. That thou shouldst also have been tempted in 
the same way, is not extraordinary, nor unprofitable. 
Our blessed Example "was in all points tempted, like 
aa we are;" and it is an experience which is common 
to man. It is profitable, because we not only become . 
thereby acquainted with our enemies, but with - the 
Holy Spirit and Power which saves and redeems us; 
and under whose Divine patronage, ""neither death, 
nor-life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
lis from the love of God in Christ JeSus." 

-Thy little friend C. is in good health, as sprightly 
as b roe upon the mountains, and as intelligent as any 
creature oC her age that I have ever known. When 
her years shall admit the possibility of making the im- 
pression, I will endeavour .to render thy naorie as dear 
to her as thou canst wish. 

- With sincere affection, I remain thy friend, 

Edwasd Stabler. 

AlBwindcia, Irt mo. 27lh,' 1830. 

We all considered it a favor, my dear young friend, 

to have thy fathcrle acceptable company and religious 

services among us; and my family and myself had 

cause to esteem it an especial gratification, that he 
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nfule hia bomb widi us. But the estiinate wfaioh it 
fcvmed c^ the value or impnrtance of puUio religious^ 
oj^rtunitieB, ia so low that, in our dtima paitioulariy, 
if tbey are af^inted to be held in hours of buaineBS, 
the people will not leave their trades- and DierchaikUn 
to attend them. Had thy fether's proepects admitted 
of hie appointing evening meetings, hundreds would 
probably have attended, where tens only attended the 
da^ meetings. I suspect the cause of tjjis will be fiHuid 
in the force of custom and usage. The greater part 
of religioua professors have none but evening meetinga, 
except on first-days; — Uiey beoome of course reluctant 
to oonfoim to any other r^pilati<m, especially if it ia to 
be done at pecunutry sacrifipes. , There is, however, 
a oonaolatory thought which presents ilselC in coonee- 
tion with this sabject: — the Father of mercies is csn^ 
present, and seeks those who will not seek him; and 
makes himself kno)vn to Ihem that aak not for him. 
And it was not pecuUar to the first disciples, to be 
oatled while ^ey were engaged in their secular em- 
[doyments, to follow the '■ manife^ation of God in the 
flesh;" they were instances only of an universal dis- 
pensation to all the members of the human fomily. 
Of this we are all made sensible; "when we turn to 
the rig^ hand, or when we turn to the left," from the 
path of innocence and rectitude, by the "still small 
voice" that im{M«sses the mind without noise,' but with 
inesistible power; showing not only the wrong way 
into which we liave turned — but clearly demonstra- 
ting the .right ORe,*— saying, " This is the way, walk 
in it." 
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Jl^ be&rt i^ fully prepared to acknowledge the great 
benefit of religiou's assemblies. But I f^el for those to 
whom they are wearisome; because they have in times 
post been go to me,' especially wheb they were silent. 

• The mind, in inexperience life, is situated as Zac- 
cheus was, in relation to the blessed Jesus. He was 
dewrouB to see Iiim, " but could not for the press, be- 
cause he Was little of stature." In like manner, there 
are to us many fo^' interposing presentations, while'our 
spiritual stature is small, that prevent us from perceiv. 
ing the Divme manifestation. And I can recdlect 
with certainty, that many times m my youth, when I 
have gone to meeling, I have been anxiously desirous 
to meet with that consolation and instruction of which 
I had heard and read; but, upot> inward inspection, I 
oould only see a multitude of odier things, over which 
I was not as yet capable of seeing. But I have since 

. perceived with clearness, that there is a melm of as- 
cending above these, as efUcienl for us as the syca- 
more tree was for Zaccheus. And the same un- 
changeable mercy and goodness which created the 
tree, affi>rd8 to us his "good and perfect gifts," of 
which, if we avail ourselves, IVe shall indubitably 
arise above those obstructions which prevent us from 
discerning, our- greatest good. They are -mentioned 
by the apostle James in beautiful. contrast with thii^ 
of an opposite character, in the qualities- of the wisdom 
which is from above, that "^^^i^^t pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and easy tp i>e entreated, — full of meroy 
and of good fruils — without partiality, and without hy- 
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pocri^." Each of these 'm calculated to elente'Ds 
lugher and highor, above the qualities of "the wisdon 
which is from beneath;" and these latter quaHUes con- 
stitute " the press" which hides Srtia oUr ^scovery tW 
glorious manifestatioD of Christ within as,— at once die 
AofK and Ac cause of gloiy. 

I hope our young friend C. has arrired at her 
jdeasant home, with the comfortable experience of ki- 
creased conTaleacence. She b a precious child; ■ and 
I entertain no doubt that it will be well with, her, 
wbether she remain an inhabitant of tinne, or become, 
a i«sident of eternity. My beat love salutes thy fetber 
and mother, brothers and sister, J. T. and wife, M.^P. 
atid fiimily, and ^tbe young wmnan whom I saw with 
thee at J. W's. last fourth month; my ^fections have 
been attracted to'her every time I have seen or thought 
of her. C. P., his wife and sister, are also afieotion-' 
ately renifemhered. 

I write under the pressure of a severe head-ache - 
(rheumatism I suppose) ofmany days continuance. I 
hope it will furnish some excuse for so- poor a letter to 
my young friend, from her very afieotionate -friend, ' 
fiDWABD Stables. 

Aleiondria, in nu. 31«t, 1890. 
What shall 1 say in reply to the afiecticn&te testi. 
monies of regard, which have been so liberally be- 
stowed by thy ftfther and mother, and thyself, upon 
thy friend, who has nothing of his own that he can 
deem' of equal value, to give you in retumJ That I 
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cordially love you, is indeed true; erery feeling of 
my heart affirms it, and pron^its me to admowledge ' 
Willi gratitude, the favour olycvr precious love. 

The legible record of mfirmitg and he^pleatnets, 
which I am compelled to peruse daily in the book of 
roy own life, makea it impossible for me-to beliove 
that I occupy such an exalted station as thy partiaii- 
ty has assigned me. But my deficiencies are calcu- 
lated to awaken my 'spirit to vigilaoce, that I may 
perceive when " the Son of man oometh ill the glMiy 
-of hi^ Father, and with the holy angelB,"~4o gather 
the wandering powers and aSections of my mind 
"from the four winds,— ^^vtn the utteraiost pam of 
eairtfa, to the uttermost pairts of heaven." Tl^ is the 
unq>eakably gracioos purpose for which he comes- 
into the world; and all human nature is made a tac 
-ther to him, (uid this is the reason why ha is called 
the Son of man,) but God alone Is his Father. His 
holy fuigels, er " ministering- spirita," are the prinoi- 
files and powers of ri^teousness, by which man is 
redeemed and saved from " ail that is in' the worlds— 
the lusts of the fle^, — the lusts ^of the eye, — and the 
pride of li^'V- whether they come. &om the north, 
•outh, east, or west. And in propoitioD as our souls 
are thus redeemed or saved, we are brought lo the 
" uttermost parts <^ heaven;" which, as the apostle 
saysf." is TightQOuaiess, peace, and jpy." 

1 am fully perauadedthat the minds of all Ibe hu- 
man family are so formed by the Father of mercies, 
^at they are alt disposed to goodness. Aad every 
persoD who becomes uniaghtaous, does so by -r^uluig 
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the native impolsei of the soul, or by pennitting them 
to become d^raded by a purauit of objects, the at- 
tainment of which requires the sacrifice of those ex- 
alted feelings which constitute the glory and beati- 
tude of exifltenoe. Such is really the condition of all 
those who exchange the principles which keep them 
innocent, for any gratification that they cannot obttfin 
without becoming guilb/. ■ For every thiog in heaven 
and in earth, acts and works acoording to its own na- 
turn. We know that fire keait, and water moi^letu, — 
oochangeably and perpetually: and it is equally cer- 
tain that the *' work of righteousness is peaqe, quiet- 
neas, and assurance forever." 

The meaning of the word Jbrever, seems to^ have 
been strangely misapprehended bymany. From the 
way in which they use it, they seem to suppose- that 
■ it applies only to that portioit of existence which suc- 
ceeds the death of the body : whereas its true meat- 
ing relates as fully to time, as it does to elehtUtf; for 
it implies always,— cimtimudly, — vnremitUdly, &o. — 
When the psalmist, for iostance, declares that " the 
mercy of God endureth forever," we -cannot ration- 
ally attach any other meaning to his words, than its- 
iHtiversality and perpetuity. And the apostle John, 
speaking of the influences i^evil upon those who are 
actuated by it, states (in conformity to universal ex- 
perience) that " the smt^e of their torment sscendeth 
up forever and ever, and they have uo rest day fior 
night, who worthy the beast and Ms image " 

We are all at school, in our present state of exiet- 
eace;— and are learning continually the most impor- 
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tant trnUis, in becoming acquainted with tiie inrari- 
aUe nature and efieois (iffninc^ietKid power*. Oar . 
heavenly Father has placed us here for that very pur- 
pose; and has given to each of ua a mefieare of hia 
own ".good Spirit" to direct us. He makes use of 
the realities of experieiioe, as agents ineur edii'catioD: 
and We cauDot possibly be' ^c«ived,ao tcmg aa our 
attention is not permitted to wtuider from their instrac- 
^tiMi, and the infallible knowledge they impart. Thy 
mind has long been cfrnversant with them, and with 
the livii^ inspiration which has given thee « tme 
undersUndiag of their nature and tendencies. Thy 
crftedienc^ to the laws" of iimocence has 'made ajiara- 
diie to thee, of the same Order of e&iatence which has 
been a toiiderness to o&ers, — because thei/ have ooa- 
sented that the tempers and propensities of wild beaste 
and malignant serpents, should inhabit and rule over 
tiiem. Fear not then, my beloved- friend, to surrender 
thyself wholly to drti same precious goVetnmeat which 
has- hitherto so evidently bleased thee. ' Let « th6 an- 
gels of thy Lord keep thee in th^ haliHs;" and all 
the confederated powers of ejQ shall neither ham 
nor hurt thee. 
' I wish to hfi affectionately remembered to Ihy pa- 
rents, asd many more who are ibnked aniong nay 
endeared friends. 

- ' EdWABD STAEUtt. 

AleundrU, 9nd mo., 1890. 

I am actuated, my dear coumn, as all ray feUow- 

oreatuiea are, (and ever have been) With an irr^rea- 
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aibl« desire for happne^; I am', therefore, preparad 
to 'feel with and for diee in th^ degressions and per- 
plexities. As the animal part of our bein^ is the fint 
that receives our Utteation, it b not wonderful that we 
should all be more or less attracted by those thioga 
whioh seem to promise gratificatitm to our inclioa- 
tion^ eepecially, when we perceive the additional al- 
lurement of the, example of " kindreds, nations, tongues 
and people," prostrating all dieir enei^es and auc- 
tions in devotion to th& same golden and glittering 
images. But alas! alas! for poor humatl nature, if it 
were left at yeaee in this degraded state of its hea- 
ven-descended powers! 'Diq- earth would swallow 
th6m upland all that pertains to them; and the glorious 
destiny for which they were created, would be defeat- 
ed; «nd, like tbe {irodigat in the foreign land, every- 
sensibility of the soul would be famished, with>Jiothing 
better to sustain it than the husks-on which the swine 
are fed. Bat the mercy and kindness of the God of 
love will not abandon us to such a condition. 

" Han ihall be m Uy piined ! 

Tbe ftoriooa fbrcigneT diitiesa'd, th^l Bi^h 
On Virmut, and th«t coogratukte tbe tlgb ;" - 
because it evinces that all tbe "kingdoms of this 
world, and the glory of them" {emphatically inclod- 
ing its rel^ioH) ate totally incompetent to bestow lAol 
feace wfaich the Divine naiure manifested in and gov- 
erning the huTtum, can alOne produce. . This celestial 
%ea not to send peace upon such 
ut a sword. Anif thus we see 
rhenever (like the %rian king) 
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we build a Babylon by thfe might of our power, for 
the house of our kingdom, and for the- glory of our 
majesty. .Then thia blessed "Watcher" who con- 
tinually regards our situation, and this " Hojy One" 
wlw seeks to save and to bless, us, — oommands " to 
hew down the tree which b rooted in the earth, and 
to cut off its branches, shake off its leaves, and scat- 
ter its fruit," in order to wean our affections teora the 
lig^t ima inations, represented by the birds of the 
•ir, and from sensual appetites and tempers, exempli- , 
fied by the beasts of the earth. 

I cannot doubt the goodness and wisdom of the Al- 
mighty;-! must therefore believe that the varioua 
states of experience which are witnessed by the chil- 
dren of men, are consistent with both; and in the im- 
portant particulars of the terrestrial and spiritual rela- 
tic»is of men, all .the human family must inevitably 
reap according to ihelr sowing. If they sow to the 
flesh, which is a native of this world, they reap 
carnal things j and if they sow spiritual things, they 
necessarily reap the same. 

The great and unohangeaUe diderence between 
the religion of C^st, and all others, (though falsely 
called by Its- name) c<»isists in the entire spirituality 
of the former. . Its ob^ct is God, who is a SptrU; ila 
subject is the human soul, which is a tpirit. The 
sacrifices and ofierings which h enjoins, ars tpiritnal; 
and the administrator of it — who is Christ the Lord- 
is God's apiriiual ^tpring, " who ;pnlp haifa immor- 
tality, dwelling inUght.which no (natural) man can 
ajqwoach unto, whom no. nutn hath aeea ao> can 
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Bee," (1 Tim. vi. 16.) And thia iocapacirf of seeing 
him, is funded upon the immutable feet, that " tbe 
natural man receiveth not the things of the &jant of 
God; they are foolishness unto him; ndther can ha 
know them, because they are ^ritually discerned." 
While people aie taught to believe,— ^nd -aife 4» 
posed to do it, — that "the mmister of the true taber. 
nacle which God hath pitched and nottnan," ■ma an 
outward vuil>(e perton, instead of tbe Divine Being 
who was manifested in h,— and that the religitsi be 
came to introduce consisted in creeds, and dot^ines, 
and carnal observances, — and that it is necessary to 
contend for these, by employing tiie weapons and in- 
dulging the fedings of enmity and strife towards our 
tbllow-creatures, — there can be bo -end to " wars, and 
nunours of wars, to earthquakes and faminea, — tbe 
sea and the waves roaring, and men's hearts &iling 
tbem for feiu'." . But as these awful phenomena an 
tbe necessary fruits of an outward and terrestrial reli- 
gion, they "must first take place," that they may 
practically demonstrate their total inefficacy to pro- 
duce "peace <ya earth, and good will to rosa;'" — and 
that the cause which {HXfduces such effects, is there- 
fore any thing else, rather than the gospel. As tbe 
aoul becomes convinced of ^lis, and is prepared to ' 
withdraw its homage from, and abandon its depeotU 
anoe upon outward things, it.u then quailed to wel- 
come with hosaimas, the presence of the ^iritnal "sen 
of God,"— becoming the "son of ijian" l^ being boin 
in man,. and posses^iog pow«r to overcome tlie esa- 
mies oT man, — which aie tbe "B]»ritual k 
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in high places" spoken of by the apoatle, — to heal all 
his diseases, and to raise him from death to li(e. 

A letter from C. H. informs us that the beloved and 
excellent Elias ?Iicka passed from his hahitatjon in the 
earthly tabernacle, on the 2Bth inst. He b gathered, 
I hsrve no doubt, like fruit fully ripe, to en eternal state 
of /blisa, where the wicked cease from troubling and the 
weary are at rest. His life has exhibited a lovely ex- 
ample of the blessed effects of obedience to pure prin- 
ciples. How wonderfully he has been preserved in 
meekness and gentleness, amid all the tempests which 
have assailed hirii! The foundation upon which he 
built, was-the immovable rock of Divine Truth; and 
therefore no winds of doctrine, na floods of persecution, 
could either shake^or overwhelm him. 

My best love salutes thee and all the members of the 

Edward Stableb. 

AleiMidrii, 3rd mo. 6tb, 1830. 

Thy two letters, my dear C, are at hand; the letter 
to my Anna, giving an account of the peaceful close 
of the well-spent life of thy beloved grandfather, af- 
forded us the first information of that important event. 

I 4mly and most affectionately condole with hia be- 
reaved relatives, on account of their loss of so great a 
treasure as he was to them. But for him, I cannot 
mourn; because 1 am assured thai, the imperishable 
ci<0WDS of " glory — immortality — and* eternal life," are 
bis unspeakable posseasion. He has " fought- the good 
fight" against the principles and powers of evil. He 



SM LETIBK OP XSWASD ET.UI2R. 

" has fini^ted hie course" of assigneil duties. He has 
" kept the faith" that " work^ by love to the purify- 
ing of the heart." And what more could our fixidest 
irifihea desire for hlml Aa it re|;ards his fellow^rea- 
turea,— more eapeciallf those who had the advants^ 
of a personal acquainlsnoe and intimitcy with him, — 
hi» conduct and conversation, — his innocent lile and 
bultless manners, — ^have apokeA, even tnot% power, 
fidly dian his tongue, or Jiis penj-^emonstratiag the 
roomentDus and all-interesting truth, that it is the Di- 
vine Life, {and not words and theories about it,) that 
impresses the" image of God'' upon the human aoul: 
and that this image does not consist in thi^>g, farnt, 
or caiaur, bid in "graciousaesa,— 4nercy,— kmg suflbr- 
ing, — and the aboundings of pxNhMas.aad truth." His 
adversaries, who were ofiended at him because of the 
apirituality of hia views and teachings, — have endea^ 
VDured " to sift him as wheat." " They shot at him, 
and hated him." But their arrows were repelled by 
the armour of righteousness, frith which he was de- 
fended. And the closer he was provm, the more the 
excellency of that Uoing pouer which was his support 
and dependance, became apparepL So that the fiie 
of their anger could neither hurt him, nor impress 
even its smell upon the garments of innocence, with 
vhich be was clptbed. 

The impartial and unchangeable kindness of the 
Father of merely my young friend, has gtvea to all 
of us access to the same univsrsal Fountain,, the 
streams of which made hira^ so pure. For, " the iSpint 
axid the bride say. Come; and let turn that is athiis^ 
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CoiDe;-^-^ind let himtbat beaTeth, SByg.Conie; yea, bU 
that will, may come, and drink of the water of life 
freely." I have not a shadow of doubt, that die invi- 
latioa is thus universal. It is uttered, net (Hily in the 
voice of words, but more veritably and infallibly in 
the language of foeta and feelings, — powers and im- 
pressions, — which are easily and universally under- 
stood. And if the children of men would be persuaded 
to hearken to the "still (noiseless) voice" which speaks 
through these, they would not remain so greatly mis- 
taken and deluded, as too many of them are. 

How oAen hast thou known and felt for thyself, 
and in thyself, the sweet influences of this ine&Ue 
Teacher! And thy innocent spirit can bear testimcny 
that he is " holy, harmless, undefiled, and separated 
from all sin;" and that all his teachings are to induce 
those that will follow him, "to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, — and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world:" — not to abridge their en- 
joyments, nor to narrow the range of their felicity, but 
to secure to their possession " a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory." For, all those who have 
obeyed his authority, in all ages, have found them, 
selves hedged round by safety; and though "thousands 
might &11 at their side, and ten thousands at their 
right hand," — yet the agents of destruction could not 
come nigh them. 

Witness the pitiable victims of pride, — and hatred,^ 
and fierceness, — and avarice,— and cruelty, — and in- 
justice, — and intemperance, &c. These cannot be, 
nor never were successfully resisted, by the feeble 
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powers of words and doctrines, — creeds and systeme! 
No; our heavenly Father knowelh diat we have need 
of more efficient help than these can afford: and hia 
everlasting kindness has accordingly "given his an- 
gels charge over us, to keep us in all our ways."— 
And these angela are the living impulses of his own 
Divine nature, manifested and working in us to pro- 
duce humility,— love^ — gentleness, — liberality, — mer- 
cy, — justice, — temperance, &c.) which "bear lis up 
in their hands," and infallibly save us from dashing 
against the things which our eyes have seen to have 
been the ~very ministers and artificers' of destruction to 
the wicked. 

Had I been near enough to you, all my afiections 
would have urged me to have been present upon the 
solemn occasion of my beloved friend's interment. 
But 1 doubt not, that many of you were sensible of the 
presence of him who is greater than Solomon or Jonas; 
and that you were comforted in the experience of that 
everlastmg unity which subsists in spirit, and is full 
of peace. 

Thou wilt be pleased to hear that all thy friends 
here are in usual health. Thy little bright-eyed 
sprightly name-sake improves rapidly. Making what ■ 
I suppose to be a sufficient abatement for parental 
partiality, she seems to me one of the most intelligent 
little creatures I ever saw. At two years 6ld, she 
speaks the English language almost as plainly as any 
of us; and I am oflen surprised at her pow^ of avail- 
ing herself (apparently without effort) of proper terms 
to express even new ideas. My love to thy parents, 
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and to aU my fiends, Id which I am cordially joined 
by eveiy member ot my tkmily. 

Would ^ere be any impropriefy in requesting thw 
tQseiid meacopf of thy dear grand&ther's last lettul 
If it will not. be improper, thau wilt, by sending it, add 
one more favour to the many. I have alraady received 
at thy hands, and by no meajiis diminish the afieotion- 
ale attachment with which I am most sincerely thy 
friendf , _ 

EnwABfi Stableb. 

AlszaDdria, 3rd nw. ISUi, 1830. 

My dear friend's letter of -^— was duly received, 
Wid produced the uaual effects of his acceptable conv 
ronoications. It excited and refreshed, in my mi^d, 
that class of moital aeneatioDs which are always asso- 
ciated with cumibrt and enjoyment. Were I to follow 
OQr incUnatioDa, I drauld assuredly be incited to make 
the e3brt to join you at your approaching Yearly Me^ 
ing; for I have never felt a greater satisiaction than 
when 1 have been commissioned and qu^ified to open 
to my fellow creatures, the exalted and interesting 
truths of the gospd of Christ: but I know that the 
" excellency of the powec" by which alone diis can be 
done, "ifl of God, and not of ue." It would therefore 
be great temerity in me to construe my inclinations 
into a emnmuaitm, or to depend upon them to furnish 
the proper qual^cation for this momentous engi^e- 
ment- 

I should rejoice if 1 fiEid the pen of a ready writer, 
tfa^ I might embody in « more permanent form than 
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mercy may be, as welt as have beeo, displayed to my 
UDderatanding. I know it ta be the privilege of all in- 
tsUigent creatures, to have aooeea to the God of love 
Mtd of power; 1 ^o know that there is oootber way, 
twth, or life, by which this access is attainable, but 
Ae one living m&idfefltafioB, or birth of this, "wisdom 
Kod power of God"which isoalled "Christ." By this 
manifestation, aU the fruits, or efiects of the Spirit, — 
love, joy, peace, goodness, &c., are produced in the 
aoul of man; and it is a self-evident fact, that without 
the agency t^ these to produce, in endless succession, 
th^r own proper effects, the soul muxt remain a stran- 
ger " to the. oovenanL of promise, and without God in 
the w«-ld;" and, of course, an iahabitant of that wil- 
deraesa ooodition, in which it is a perpetual prey to 
Uie devouring and destructive tempers and pnqiensi- 
ties, which are natural to the wolves and leopards, and 
lions and serpents.of the wtldernesaes and deserts of the 
outward world. 

Again,. if the soul &11 from its native innocenoe and 
privileges, and become the vassal of these destmotive 
and tormenting influences, the same celestial manife»- 
tatlon of God in the fle^, of which the soul is a tenant 
at will, is its only possible Redeemer and Liberatoi; 
because it is from hjra only that every good and every 
perfect gifl comes. It is be who can "cHange the wil- 
derness into Eden, and the desert into a garden of the 
Lord," by supplanting the doleful, ravenous, aikl inal%- 
nant tempers of the mind,^ — inspiring, — inbreathing 
ius own Divine nature into i^ which ther^y becwnts 
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impresMd witb bia image of bolineas and love, the <^>o> 
ratiooe of which, produce "joy and gladness, thaioka- 
giving and the Toice of melody," as inevitably as their 
antagonists, wickedness and hatred, bring forth "weep* 
jng and wailing, and gnashing of teeth." 

These are some of my views upon the cvigu, nature, 
and efiecla of the principles and powers which consti- 
tute the realities of the Christian religion; and they 
appear to me to render all honour and praise to Christt 
th« only Potentate, King of kin^, and Lord of lords. 
I lamain thy friend, 

Edward Stables. 

Alexuidrn, Srd bw. 33^1830. 
Do not suppose, my young friend, that I have fbc- 
gotten thee, because I have not yet replied to thy kind 
letter of Isl month 37th. My friendship for thee is not 
fbunded -upon fugitive circumstances, but is built, I 
hope, upon the basB of religious fellowship, whidi 
femns the sweetest uid most durable ground of social 
communion. I am fully aware that there is (as thou 
sayest) a great diversity of talents; but it is at the 
nme titne equally true and enoouragihg, that in every 
instance, he or she who is faithful over the few things 
which are first c»mmitt^ to their trust, will infallibly 
"be made rulers over more;" — until they shall oome 
to abound in ". the good and perfect gifls" which are 
benevolently and liberally bestowed by the Father of 
mercies. I think there is good reason to believe, that 
xsKa do not so generally mistake, by forming wrong 
eaUmates of the muiiber of talents bestowed upoB then). 
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M they do in respect to what constitutes the t/denta ap- 
pertaimng to eternal Hfe. They either tlo not use them 
for the purposes intended hy the gracious Giver of 
them, — OF the^ substitute a dependance upon other 
Mngi which never did, nor never can produce the de- 
sired efiects. This latter mistake has been the parent 
of all BUperstitioD; and time itself would fail to enume- 
rate the sigha, and tears, and miseriea, which have 
sprung from its desolating dominion. 

"The truth as it is in Jesus," is simple, but perfect. 
It conmsta in the late of God, written in living charac- 
ters, — not upon paper, or tables of stone, but upon Ute 
heart. And in looking to other things, men become 
bewildered in a cloud of hnaginattons and uncertain- 
ties, which keep them from the truth, and leave them 
without help in their adversities. It has been in this 
Way that a deplorable, instead of a ben^eial use, has 
been made of the scriptures of Truth, which conMin a 
record of the experience and counsel of saints and 
prophets: Instead of adverting to Uie principles and 
powers, by which their heavenly Father wrought in 
them " both to will and to do of his good pleasure," 
imbuing them with wisdom and holiness, — the children 
of superstitioo have made images in their own minds, 
(as the ancients did of gold afid silver, wood and stme) 
agreeably to their several fancies; and have not only 
worshipped them, but used all their energies to per- 
suade all people to bow down to them, and worship 
diem also. 

And yet the scriptures -an not to blame fbr ttkese 
perrersicmii : tbeir directions are clear and simple. 
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WilDess the [ffeacbiog of the Ueaeed Jeaua : " BIwaed 
ore the p»re in heart; blessed are the meek; blesoed 
are the peaee-makeraj blessed are tha hungerera aod 
thirsters afW rigSteottaTtesa," &c. The apostle Petec 
is also exoeediagly plain : "Add to your faith, virtue;— 
and to virtue, knowledge^— tempenmce,— patieace,— 
godliness, — 4>rotherl}c kindness, and' charity." Surely 
the intelligent human iamily know what (A«*e lhaig» 
are, as well as they know what animals and vegeta- 
bles are. There is no mifsUry about them; nor are- 
their natural e^cts either concealed or unsearchable; 
but all may know tbem, from the least to the greatest. 
If they are cultivated or oocupied, they will prove 
themselves to be -Dr/ine gifts and la/end, capable of an 
everiasting increase; and they will enrich their pee- 
ge^aan with the treasures of pttriiii,~~meekness, — mer- 
Of, — faiO^viness, — Pirtwe, — huaeledge, — temperance, — 
patieiKe, ^c; verifying the further declaration of the 
apostle: " If these things be in you, and abound, they 
make you, that you shall be neither barren nor un- 
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Now, my dear M., what greater blessing can any 
sensitive soul desire, than to " have an entrance thus 
abundaotly ministered to it, into the kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ?" And the apostle 
aacribes this blessed consummalitm, jiot to the notions 
of men about these things, but to the influence or ope- 
ralkm of ike things themselves. (See 2ad Peter, t^p. 
ter 1st.) 

Though the remoteness of our habitations prevents 
IH front enjoying frequent personal iotenwuise, yet it 
21» 
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ia K preciotu pririlege that our mimla are not eqmlly 
riwckled. We osn rtill commuoe in apirit; and by 
ouitivatuig the preoiouB g^fta of our heavenly Father, 
we ntay approach nearer and nearer to Him. 
■ The many dear fri^ids that I should probably meet 
widi, were I to go to your approaching Yearly Meet- 
ing, fumishes a itroog impulM to toy natural kSbo- 
tioRS to 4a to. But it would be temerity in me to pro- 
ceed upon that ground alone, with the expectaticm thai 
I should thereby be qualified for reli^ua uaefidneM. 
I am therefore constrained to relinquish the prospect, 
{t would, however, give me pleurure to bear, through 
the medium of thy pen, bow you fare. My alfe<XioMle 
remembrance is presented to thy father and mother; — 
and to all my friends in your oeighbourbood who may 
iiK[Uire after me, please to present the kind satutatJbn 
of Ay afikctionate friend, 

Edward Stak^. 

Alewrdrin, 4th mo. 17th, 18». 
Many thanks for thy kindness in sending me ao 
soon, the Isst letter of thy venerated ancestor. It was 
just such an one as I could have desired, 4fl had been 
possessed of tbe privilege of choosing. I have read it 
to a number of persons. Friends and others, and have 
met with no disaeAdent, — all approve of it. I see 1^ 
the papers that it has been printed; And T intend to 
procure a number of the printed copies for distribotkai, 
with a hope that the earnest reoommendatioD wbich it 
contains, of the spiritual medium by which s)MritiHtl 
discernment is atone practicable, or spiritual influenoatf 
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[midiiceil, — may have the edect to turn the atteation 
of those icho peruse it, from the more than worthless 
systems ai human thed(^y, to *' the light of the know- 
ledge of the'^ry of God, in the face (or living pre- 
smce) of JesQs Christ," who is " the true Light that 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world." 

It b much to be lamented, that the hurnan mind 
should be generally so shackled by erroneoua impres- 
sloaB, B3 to be incapable of admitting the eimple liict, 
«o plainly. slated iu. the scriptures and confirmed by 
experience, that " Christ, the wisdom of God, and the 
power of God," is otraiijwesent and eternal ;-<-that he 
is a pure and holy Spirit, — for the receptim of whom, 
all human Bature is a prepared body; that the reli^oo 
of whioh be is the author, is entirely a spiritual thing, 
coonsting in the operations of the Divine life upon the 
human soul, to fill i( wiA perpetually increasing mea- 
sares of " righteousness, goodness uid truth;" — and 
divesting it thereby of every temper and propensity 
wkicfa can hurt or deetroy. In this way it is, that tlie 
Idngdrans of this world can become the Idngdoms of 
God, and of his Christ. And by these holy ioiluenoea 
and c^ratiotts, he demtmstates that "he dwells with 
us, and is in us." 

But, alas! how many millions of money are expend, 
ed in the w»»ld, to persuade the children of men to 
plftoe tbeir coafideace in systems, which are tJie r»i 
vene of these heavenly powers; ai^d are made up of 
the uteaknesi and folly o/* men! For truly, it caooM 
be justly deemed any thing better than weaiuioss and 
it^y, to teaoh that any thing which men can say or do. 
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ou in aajr degree answer u a subetilule fur the power 
and wisdom of God,— <»r contrive a better way to mats 
men good and happy, thaa by their operations. The 
works that human systems have always done, have 
been to distract the attentitHi by a multiplicity of doo- 
trines and opinions; so that the living realities which 
are continually springing up in the mind, and are the 
real agents by which good and evU are gmierated 
there, — are neglected and overlooked: thus fulfilling 
the declaration, " They made me the keeper of tba 
vineyards, but mine own vineyard I have>not kept." 

In this state, a raulUluile of causeleta fears and de- 
lusive hopes are alternately excited, — which place Uw 
mind in a condition ' resembling a ship on a steamy 
oaean, always agitated, and sueoe»vely etevated or 
depressed, according to the rise aiMl fall of the wavea 
upon which it floats. What a precious and merciful 
firivilege it is, my dear fidend, that in the midst <^ 
this tumult and confvieioD, we all have access to that 
Ueesed Being who created Ihe itbmda, and has tba 
same power to make us i&e them, firm and immov- 
able, though surrounded on all ^des by fiuctuation! 
To this state, the admcmition is addressed, — " K«^ 
ailenoe before me, O islands, and let the peo[de rwew 
their strength." 

I rejoice in the persuasion, that thy mind baa long 
been familiar with ^e pure influences of the Holy 
Spirit, which alone performs the miracles of faealiDg 
aitd preservation. And if it be'asked, Who is it that 
"haih vrought and d<»ie this" for diee, as well as in 
all "generations from the b^ioning?"— 4he answer 
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must be given in the language of the pi^het, " I the 
Lord, the first, and with the last, I am he." And It 
ia of the grtratest conse<i«ence, that ihou shouldat know 
that it is he dUme whose light has shone upon the«, 
and enabled thee to discriminate clearly between th» 
nature of those principles, which, being diffusions of 
Ao Divine nature, are "the sons of God" — and that 
olasa of adverse powers, which constitute the being 
and nature of satan. I do not hesitate for one mo- 
ment to believe, that lihe Job thou hast seen these 
"HOiis of God" presenting themselves before the Lord, 
m thy own mind, and "satan presenting himself" with 
diem. Possibly thou mayst not have taoticed the iden- 
tity of thy experience with Job's; but that does not 
alter the similarity of the fact. For, if it be true liiat 
svery thing which is "pure, peaceable, gentle, imd 
easy to be. entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy," — are of 
"the wigdMn that cometh from above;"— then it must 
also be true, that every thing which is " earthly, smi- 
sual, and devilish," must be from " the wisdom that id 
from beneath." 1 suppose that thou hast never had 
ft doubt as to the origin and tendencies of either class; 
nor as to the reality of their presentation before the 
Tiew of tby mind. I am, therefore, fully warranted 
in asserting, and thou in believing, that it is thy hea- 
venly Father who hath o/^ (Ac /orraer"' built a hedge 
about thee, and about all that is truly thine;" — by 
which the latter has been fenced off from thee, — and 
■ boat of destructive enemies (the least of which would 
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hare changed thy Eden into a wilderness) lu^ve been 
prevented from hurting or destroyiog thee. 

I feel ft strong trttractioa towards your next Yearly 
Meeting;— and atler its clos^, to some of the northern 
ud western parts of your Slate; and if nothing riiould 
oeouF toobecure my present prospeetj I riiall pK>bah)y 
aisk permission of our ensuing nH»thly and Qoarlerly 
loeetiags, for the purpose. 

All my dear family join me in an affeoticKtate salu- 
tation to thy beloved fattier uid mother, and as usual 
'wfull tide of love ilows to thyself trcHn every one <^ 
OS, including thy friendt 

. Edw^kd Stablbs. 

AtonndrU, 5Ik mo. 10th, 1890. 
It gave me great pleasure to hear, through our 
IMaod Willet Hicks, and through various other chan- 
nels, that your late Yearly Meeting was favoured 
with such evidence' of Divine regard, as rendered it 
a season of much refreshment and instruotion. Vy 
thot^hts and afleotions were often with you, — attract- 
ed there by the nature of the occasion, and hy Hm 
sincere attat^ment which binds my heart to many oi 
my Philadelphia friends. I have also heard, that the 
odter Yearly Meeting has finished its creed. It is fa) 
be lamented, in relation to it, thftt there should exist 
in ihe view of" its lei^ng members, a nece^ity ftf 
any such thing; — when all mankind have access to 
the faith mentioaed by the apostles, as "the gift of 
God;" — "which worketh by love, to the purifying 
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of the heart;" " which is our victory over the world;" 
and " showeth itself by its worka" 

What a strange infatuation it is for men to sujqiOHe, 
that words of any kind, whether written, printed, or 
uttered, oan ocmstitute the iaith which performs theae 
important woi^s! And yet the wise and learned of 
thia world, seem to have been - disposed always to 
blunder upon the absurdity; notwithstanding tiie con- 
fluent testimony of facts, scripture, and reaecm, to the 
coatrary. Witness the multitude of contradictory 
statements with which the world is, and has been 
deluged, under the name of faith; — and of which the 
wise, and noble, and learned, (so called) have always 
been the authors and promoters. But all who have 
oome to the possession of that faith which b the gift 
of God, and not the manufacture of man,— have found 
it to be a living reality, — possessing .and esercising 
the powers ascribed to it by the holy men of old. It 
never made a sectarbt, nor ever prescribed- a creed. 
But its blessed office has always been, to make all 
the children of men righteous, and hap[^;— to gather 
them all into the same fold, inclosed by the same pro- 
tecting virtues, and nourished by the same heavenly 
food. 

As the ■ principle of eoU is truly said to he "going, 
about as a roaring lion, seeking whom it may de- 
vour," — and all the world has borne witness to the 
reaUty of its emstence, and suffered by its destructive 
iR^U8fice«, — and known the nature of tbe powers by 
which it works: so, it is alike self evident to all, that 
the living energy of Divine goodness is also perpetu- 
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aUy present wkA ibe children of. men, — ofienog ita 
precious gifb to their acceptanoe. And as they be- 
oome willing to accept the-donations, they find to their 
unspeakable joy, that he gives tbem powen, (powen 
that are as l^nowable as ihp {toBren of evil,) that 
obapge the " wilderness into a fruitful field, and matie 
the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose." But no 
written creed, — no outward profession, ever had the 
smallest power in this important concern: and fheie- 
lore, the homage of, the soul devoted to things of that 
kind, is as entirely uiolatrjf, and they are as really 
idoh, as the golden calves which Aaron made, or the 
Dagon of the Philistines. 

Surely, I need not tell thee that my. motive for men-., 
tioning these truths, is to invite thy attention to their 
presence and development in thy own mind; for there, 
(as it regards thy own present and ctmtinual happi- 
ness,) the kingdom of God must be found; -T-andthere^ 
the heaven that results from his dominion, must be 
experienced;— -as it is said in scripture, — " Heaven 
is my throne-" His life-giving presence is all-su& 
ficient to rule, support, and nourish thy spirit, until 
its every faculty and every power shall be purified 
and exalted; and it can make thee a daughter indeed 
of the King of kings, " all glorious within." 

My monthly meeting has gjven me ^jpi nute of its 
ooucurrenpe with my prospect of reli^^s duty, to 
attend the next Yearly Meeting in New York, and 
some other parts of tb^t State, and of the interveniog 
States, on my return. 



t* Google 



With the remembrance of love to all the members 
of your &mily) I am thy aflectionate friend, 

EswABD Stabcek, 

Divine love now shone conspicuously in the charac- 
ter of our beloved relative. In a stale of child-like 
simplicity And meekness,- his mind was indued with a 
deep and clear perception of Divine truths. Under 
the dominion of these ble^ed principles, which kept 
him actively employed in promoting the good of his 
fellow-beings, he felt commissioned, in the 4th month 
of the year 1830, as he states in the foregoing letter, 
to resume his travels in the ministry. The following 
minute of ccmcurrence, the last he ever applied for, 
was obtained from the monthly meeting on this occa- 
sion, viz : 

" Our beloved friend Edward Stabler, an approved 
minister, opened in both meetings, [the meetings of 
men and women for transacting their respective busi- 
ness, are alluded to, which are separately held,] a 
prospect he had, to visit in the love of the gospel the 
i|est Yearly Meeting of Friends to be held in New 
York,, and such of the northern and other patts of 
that State, (and the intervening States upon his re- 
turn,) as the s^ise of religious duty may requirei 
which claiming the serious consideration of Friends, 
full unity was expressed with his prospect, and he 
was encouraged to proceed," &c. 

His progress in this journey, and his tender feel- 
ings towards his &mily, are interestingly described 
in the following letters addressed to them. 
22 
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Skunateles, Now York State, 6th ma. 99d>, 1B30, 
I have been calculaliiig the distaoce which now 
Mparatea tne from my precious wife, and my equally 
preciotis children, — and find it to be upwards of six 
hundred miles. What a distance from all that is 
BKiat dear to me on earth ! But I am favoured whh 
oninterrupted health, and (what is a still greater &- 
TOur) with a mind rendered peatsefut, by an abidiog 
■ense that I am in the way of my duty; and this sense 
reconciles me to the great privation of all my delight- 
ful home enjoyments. * * * j hope 
this day to hear from thee at Aubum, to which place 
1 requested Friends *at Utica to forward my lettera; 
and if I receive none there, I shall leave word to hare 
them sMit Btill farUier on. I do not expect to go much 
farther west, but shall probably in a few days turn to 
the eastward and southward, to attend some of the 
DMMttngs in progression between this place and New 
Yorii city, on a returning course. 

This is a wonderful country; beautified with lakes, 
canals, villages, and highly improved farms.- We 
travel by the canal boats with perfect safety, night 
and day, with good living and good company, without 
fatigue, and at very moderate expense. J. H. is now 
my companion; and I am writing at L. P. M.'s on 
the beautiful mar^n of the beautiful Skanealeles 
lake. If I could write with facility, 1 would attempt 
to delineate its picture fbr the amusement and gratiii- 
o^n of my dear family; but my crippled band will 
d^riva you all of tbe pleasure of a desaription^ uiAil 
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I may be favoardd to reach h<mie, when my tcmgue 
will much easier perform the office. 

■Our frieoda cootinue to receive us every vb&K 
with much kindness and hospitality; and wben *e 
have meetings, the people of other societies who at- 
tend, seem to be impressed with great interest; aa^ 
solemnity has in every instanoe been the sweet cover- 
ing of the assemblies. 

I long to hear of thy welfere, apd of the health of 
my other dear ones; but 1 hope I have surrendered 
you up to the keeping of Him wlio loves you better 
than a poor qreature like me oan love you; and be 
has unlimited power and goodness, both to devise and 
accomplish the best for you: to him therefore I mutt 
leave you, bother with my own soul, which is scarce- 
ly more precious to the afiectiotis of my heart than 
yoU' are. I dwell uptui the idea of each dear «m, 
with distinct and excited love. How are you alll 
Oh! how the glowing impulses of inexpressible love 
flow towards you ! Will some of you please to write 
to your poor wanderer, soon after you receive thia? 
As I said, I expect to go to Auburn to-day, where 
there is a meeting appointed for this evening; — to 
Scipio the next day; and so on to difierent places, 
sevea or eight days more in these parts, and then 
commence the returning route. Therd are wveral 
large settlements and towns, to which I shall proba- 
bly be directed on my return to \ew York, that may 
take up ten days or two weeks afW my leaving tbu 
section of the State; but thou mayst rest sesured, that 
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the icfluMice which draws me towards thee and my 
dear children, wilt not permit me to spend my time 
in idleness, any more than will the obligation of reli- 
gious tluty. 

I find, as usual, a lai^e and interesting field of ser- 
vioe in the openings of Divine Truth, as to th& reality 
and presence in every heart, of the "tree of life," 
("Christ within the hope of glory,") which produces 
there "the fruits of the Spirit," in all the powers of 
"righteousness, goodnesis, and (rath." These pre- 
cious things, explained in the way of conversation, 
where restraint is thrown ofi*, and each one left at 
liberty to state objections, if they have any, or to ask 
for further explanatioiis where there is not perfect 
clearness, — constitute in my view, a portion of exer- 
cise not, less profitable than public meetings: and I 
find as great a reward for attending to the openings 
of duty in this respect, as in the other. 

My love salutes you alt, including friends and re- 
lations as if named, and I am as ever most afieclion- 
ately your own 

Edward Stablek. 

Ulio, Tth mo. 6th, 1630, 
Your jtnnt and most acceptable letter of the 23rd 
uhimo, I received at Scipio, about eight miles to the 
west of this place. There are many Friends in that 
tUatrict of country, and I attended alt their meetings; 
and with great cheerfulness and goqd-will, -they ex- 
tended at my request information among theirneigh- 
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Mid I judge,, from their seriousness and iatense atten- 
tioti, that they were well satisfied; and such was the 
rdport also of Friends who beard them express their 
&ppn>batic»i. 

I wrote to thee oa the S9th ult.' from the banks of 
the beautiful Skaneateles lalce. That letter I hope is 
at haod before this time, atid that you have thereby 
bean relieved irom anxiety about tne, aa my liealth 
then was and still is. very good. 

There are a few Frienda in this large village, and I 
expect to hare a meeiing with them this evening. It 
is expected that only a few of the inhabitants will at- 
tMid, as Friends tell me that they never have been 
able to prevail upon many of them to come to meetings. 
Money seems to be too much tiie object of their devo- 
tion; and the dictates of the priests, too much their re- 
ligion. But I nevertheless hope, that in many minds 
there b somediing better than all this, (like the [h^ 
[^ets in the caves, or Jesua in the sepulchre,) which 
will arise and become known, wliere it is now buried 
under ^rthly feelings and interests, or entombed in 
sepulchres of stone, — and will jret perform miracles of; 
deUvenmce and instruction. 

I expect to go in the stage to-morrow to the 4own 
called -Br idgewater, situated to the south of this, where 
there is a meeting of Friends; and if they should tuiii 
out to be such living and a^ctionale ones as thme I 
left at ^uneatelea and Scipio, I shall feel at bcgne 
aoMogtbem. *. * • The ooufitry about Scipio, 
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ftom which I bore )ust returned, take k aitogeihftT, 
surpanes ia fertility any country 1 erer saw; oad the 
bteutiful lakea render it lovely beyond description. 
The laud along Cayugn lake, which is four miles wide 
and forty miles long, is thiitful to the very edge of the 
water, (which is as transparent as the water of a spring) 
aad at every three or Soar tnilee thece ia a village. As 
&r as the eye can see, the intervals are occupied with 
fin^y oultivated iarms, luxuriant in wheat, corn, &c^ 
and then the eas^ and cheapness with which they send 
their produce tb market, by the lakes and canals, ren- 
der it an easy matter, not oa^ to live in abundance, 
but to increase in -wealth, until the inhabitants become, 
very generally, independent in their circumstaQcea. 
Should the Chesapeake and Ohio canal' become as 
beneficial as these are, our town must again rise in 
wealth and diatinotion. 

Do theae remaHis mak^ thee suspicious that I am 
twnpted to become earthly-miaded in advancing life? 
E hope it is not the case; but when I look at our 
numerous flock of beloved children, it is pleasant to 
800 th^ probability of our property becoming more 
Pi^uable, and the means to educate and enable them 
to live comfbrUbly m the world, proportionately in- 
creased. 

It is very pleasant te hear that my dear sister De- 
borah is eo much improved. Send my love to her 
when you naxt write to our relations in Samly Spring 
neighbourhood. * * • Tell the dear little boys, 
Henry and Richard, (hat I am delighted to hear ^ey 
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are ae> good; that I do love them, and that (hey aof 
male me love them moi;e and tnoroi by incRasiiig in 

If you have an opportunity to send to M- J-i give 
iny afieotiooate remembraBce to her, and say that her 
saluUtion, " like a brook by the way," was truly re- 
freshing. A- J'b, remembrance and kind message 
Were truly acceptable. It has frequently iiappened 
when I have been from home, that W. L. has saluted 
me with a messige of brotherly love. I wish William 
or Thomas to give my love to him. What is the rea- 
son that my dear 'Hiomas never sends an account of 
himself to cheer his absent father? I hope he keeps 
in health; for he is embraced in common witK all the 
rest, by. the ardent and unabated love of your 

Bdwabd StABLSBi 

Pyiulclphia, 8lb mo. 3rd, 1830. 

1 think, my dear Mary, that thou and ray precious 
children can scarcely form an adequate idea of this 
great comfort and relief that are aSbrded to my («»- 
Mitutionatly) anxious mind, by the reception of your 
letters; especially when like the last they convey the 
delightful intelligence of your general welfore. 

After I wrote to you last, I went with ruy kind friend 
Willet Hicks to Westbury.' Quarterly meeting, whioh, 
htAd three days. ■ I mads my home with our friends at 
Jerichfi; — found and Eeft them all well, and received 
from them all, the most affectionate attentions. O!0 
seventh-day I returned to New York, and attended 
their two meetings on first-day; in which I bad open 
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1^ solemn lerrioe to crowded audiences. On leav- 
ing New York, the oountry air revived me from the 
debilitating eSect of its oven-Hke heat at this time of 
the year, and ao afiectionat^ receplioo by my friends 
in Trenton and in Bucks county, added its salutary 
influence. 

I went on to appoint and attend meetings all last 
week, until I arrived at our dear friend John Oomly's. 
At Byberry where he lives, I attended an appointed 
meeting; and on first-day morning, he and several of 
his family came with me to Phitadel^ia. I went to 
our brother's, and was very kindly received; but sister 
A. had previously made an arrangement b> go with 
their children to the Springs, near Wilmington; and as- 
it was Important to her health,! insisted upon her not 
staying at home on account of my arrival. .Tcday, 
the Philadelphia Quarterly meeting' will be held; and 
to-toorrow I expect to go to Abingtcm Quarterly^meet- 
ing. On sixth.day, I have a prospect of attending an 
appointed meeting at Haddonfield in Jersey; and as 
&r as 1 now see, I shall.: then be permitted to turn my 
ft«e- towards h<nne — dear home — and its still deare^ 
inmates, where I- hope, by acticns, and. .words, aod 
every mode of endearment, to oonvince them how very 
precioUB they are, individually. and ctJlectively, to the 
heart of their own 

Edwabd Btailbk. 

* During the five tnmllis, which intervened between 
his return from this journey and the time of his deatln 
the subject of this narrative was frequently engaged fa 
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commuaicatii^ to his absent friends the views he was 
lavoijried with, and his strong desires for their welfare. 
The ensuing letter, having some reference to lis late 
travels, was sent to one of his cbrrespoodents who tvas 
afflicted with severe rheumatic affections. 

Aleruidria, 8Ur mo. Slst, 1830. 

It appears to be one of the terms of our present pro- 
batory state, that we must pay an especial price for 
all our exclusive attachments. Since the morning I 
parted with thee, at the door of our beloved and hos- 
pitable friends at Jericho, my mind has often been 
taxed with numerous feelings of regret, that our habi- 
tations were so remote from each other, as to admit so 
seldom of personal intercourse. My attachment has 
■increased with our Acquaintance, and I have rejoiced 
to perceive in thy gentle spirit, a vivid susceptibility 
' to those impressions, — and,-an intelligence to estimate 
properly those realities wbich are more iinp{>rtant than 
all others. 

The material world, with its evanescent glories and 
enjoyments, too much absorbs the attention of the mul- 
titude. Its interests and its pleasures are woven into 
a vail, which hifes from their view the vision oispirU- 
uai ^mga;—r^o that some even doubt their certainty;^ — 
and others who admit their existence, remain in the 
"outward court," and endeavour to be contented "with 
guessing what and itih4re they are. This state of things 
is surely deplorable for them who indulge it, — because 
. it estranges them from the-noMest order of enjoyments, 
' and causes-them to grope in darkness, and in a foreign 
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lancl, for those gratificatican, without which no immor- 
tal' spirit can ever be' satisfied. But thou, my dear 
friend, hast known that' Light which is " above the - 
brightaess of the' sun" in its notm-day splendourt It 
has shown thee thy ihavghls and thy desires, and the 
olgedt of them. And among these, it has distinguish- 
ed between the predota and the viie; and has enabled 
thee to choose the former. Its nature and effects prove 
it to be a "light from heaven:" for sun-shine (thou 
knowest) never showed a tJtoughl, nor revealed an 

But notwithstanding it {s a conun(»i privilege of the 
human &mily to know this Light, and the objects it 
discovers and distinguishes, — ■J'et hew easily are they 
" blinded by the god of this world !" Its pomp and its 
glitter delude them into the persuasion, that the good 
which they are seeking,, will be, found in ihem^ but 
they perisli, and leave their worshippers disappointed 
and disconsolate. "Ye have taken away my gods 
vjhick J have vmde, — and what have I more?" 

May I not .congratulate my beloved friend, even 
• upon the distressing dispensaticms to which she has 
be^Q subjected, — in aa far as they have been instrik 
mental in rending this vail, — and disclosing to her 
mental sight the blessed vision of the " mercy seat," 
and the true " cherubims of glory which overshadow 
it; — and the real " altar" upon which the ODtaul aaeri- 
_ficet are made, that reconcile the soul -to its Creator, 
' and constitute the true atonement which restofesit lo 
an unicm with the Divine Jiannon3r,.Whieh God {»t>- 
Dounces good, — hecavse ttu to. When I have nt t>o- 
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«de thee, and have wjutessed with tremulous sympa. 
thy, thy tender frame tvringiDg with spasmodic pain;— 
n^hen I have heard the deep sighs of thy sit^ring, hot 
patietit bosom; — I have foutid it impossible to betiere, 
that these Tisitations wer? the messeDgers of cruelty to 
such an one as thou art; — but rather, that the Father 
of mercies was treating thee as a beloved daughter, 
whom he was gradually weaning from everj/ tie — to 
even) thing, but his own " excellent glory," — his own 
surpassing beauty. How gladlj* would my misdeem- 
ing afiectim have shielded thee from affliction! But 
my powers were as limited as my judgment; and I 
was prevented ifora arrestjog ' the prr^resa of those 
(^rations, by which it was intended by infinite Good- 
ness to refioe,. exalt, and beatify thy innocent spirit.' 
. I have had a long travel mnce I saw thee; and wa> 
fkvoured- through alV- the changes of time, place, and 
circumstances, with a cheering consciousness that I 
was in the path of niy duty. I returned to my precious 
family on the 12th instant, and found them all in good 
health, with an aSectionate welcome £)r their long ab- 
sented if anderer. Thy letter of 1st ihst. was handed 
me in Philadelphia, and it was cordially afioeptaUe. 
It would, however, have been doubly so, could it have 
contained the pleasing inf(«mation that thy health was 
reiUored. The present which accompanied it, I shall 
ma([e my constant associate; not that I stand in need 
of its aid to pM me in mind of the donor, for the idea 
is indelibly imprinted upoo my heart by the stronger 
a^Mtcy of christian love. 
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'Aaaure thy parents^ brotheis and sister, and also th^ 
cousiq, of my kind mmembrance of them. If tbou 
knew how much satisfaction I receive from thy letteis, 
I think thy kindness would induce thee tO write-again 
aooo aUd frequently to thy friend, 

EswAKD StaAlss. 

The following lelt^ was addressed to hb eldest 
daughter, (now deceased) rfbo was then married, and 
living at the-ville^e of Waterford, in the State of Vir- 
ginia. 

-AleioodriB, FourthnbT. tbelOUt-oTllth mo., 1830. 

My dear Elizabeth's letter addressed to me iii Bal- 
timore, was duly received^ and it affiirded me so much 
aatisfaotion that I would have acknowledged it from 
there, if the business. of the-Yearly Meeting had ad- 
mitted of it. I felt thankful for the degree of health 
which my dear child had be^n favoured with, amoqg 
so many sick ones, and that her only attack of disease 
had been of so mild a -dtaraoter. 

Thy letter received to-day, infonns me of thy dear 
little son's having the whooping cough. Several of 
my children had it at this seaaon of the year, — and, aa 
well as I remember, more favourably than some of the 
others who had it in the spring. I hope it will turn 
out as favourably for thy little boy. 

My health has not been very good, unoe my return 
from my northern visit last sunune* I have had 
aereral returns of slight^ disease; and latterly, ths 
erysipelatous eruption (which thou mayst nmember 
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succeeded the- long illness with my h&nd and ann) 
has bndipn-ottt a^n with its accustomed violenoe. 
These' impediments will present me from attending 
our Bsxt Quarterly meeting; but I espect ttiere will 
be oo scarcity of ministers. Gaorge Hatton and Han- 
nah Parker will probably be there; and ak Daniel 
Quinby expected to be with us on tha first o^ this 
. week, and did not come, I have thought it a poseiUe 
case, that he may also have felt a coneeni to be pres* 
ent at 'the Quarterly meeting, and have directed his 
course accordingly. 

We all particularly regret the occurrence of wboq>- 
' ing cough, as a messenger forbidding thy visit to us; 
' as we were anticipating with great pleasure the pros> 
pact of having thee with us for a few weeks. But 
* we must submit; -and if we can do tt under the fiill 
' persuasion that He, whose Divine Providence is in all 
' things actuated by infinite goodnees,— orders and ar- 
ranges all the concehiB of time for the best, we shall 
. find it eagter to submit than to murmur. My warm* 
est love salutes' thee, my beloved child, with earnest 
desires for thy preservation fiom all that can hurt or 
destroy, as respects both mind and. person. My love 
is to Jose[^ and the dear little boy,and all my friends.- 
I am thy affec^nate father, ' 

EnWAttD STABLfiK. • 

The foUowing^remarks occur in a letter to an inti- 
mate friend, datod the Ist of the 10th mo. 1830. • 
I rejoice, my beloved brother, in the evidences 
which are bursting forth all over the world, that the 
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nuBdB «f the human family are ezpan^Hg beyond the 
restraints of superstition and selfish bigotry; and that 
the spint of inquiry in all the interesting departmeota 
of human knawltidge, ia rapidly eliciting truths of all 
sort*; l4>ich, advaqping in the mightiness of their own 
jnK^stjbte power, are crushing into annihikition the 
pigmy strength of false science and false religion. — 
" I have just found out such a thing," (said the iUus- 
tiious Paschal when a boy,) " and ihat is the reason 
why I am trying to find out what I am now attempt- 
ing." He was pursuing mathematical truths, with- 
out a teacher, and without books, and without any 
knowledge of even mathematical terms; but he had 
found some truths, and the discovery was so delight- 
fid that he was ardently in search of otiiers. And 
ia not rehgioua truth (the mighty agent by which the 
soul is made capwble of ascending from earth to hea- 
Ton,) more lovely, more interesting, more important, 
than mathematical truth? How then can It be other- 
wise, than that the discoveries which are made, and 
making in this defMrtment, shall also ravish with their 
beauty, and enrapture with their delights, — and cause 
the minds which perceive them "to mount up with 
wings as eagles, — to nm and not be weary, to walk 
and not &int?" 



The first gf the following communications, is an 
extract from a letter to an acquaintance, who had 
requested information in regard to the effects of their 
known temperance, on the Society of Friends. 
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The present appears to be a proper occHKioti to 
state, that tbe attention of BaMmtre Yearly Meeting 
had beep, maay years before, first called to a oraisid- 
eratioQ of the unnecessary use of ardent spirits, by 
our friend the late Evan Thomas, a valued ^aiinivter 
residing in Baltimore. Through a long life, he bqjs 
a clear and ocuisiatent testimony against the unneces- 
sary use of inebriating drinks, by entirely abstaining 
from them; and, a short time before his decease, in 
a communioation addressed to the Yearly Meeting, he 
stated that lor the last sixty years of his life, he had 
not, to his knowledge, taken one drop of distilled 8]h- 
rils as a beverage. Many others had seen, with him, 
the evils of this practice, and found safety in personal 
obedience to their convictions; but he felt an obliga- 
tion to go further, and call the attention of his friends 
generally to the concern. The subject became one 
of serious deliberation, in the lirst place, by the mem- 
bers of ^is own meeting; then, within a wider range; 
and at length throughout the Society. It worked its 
way by the mild &rce of Example ajid precept, until, 
like the gentle rising of the tide, the whole Yearly 
Meeting was covered with its inflaence. 

AleuDdiia, ?th mo. 93rd, 1830. 
The letter of my Mend W. C. came to hand just 
after my return from an absence of nearly three 
months; and a number of concerns which necessarily 
engaged my attention, have prevented me from reply- 
ing to it until the present time. 
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fbb experience of the Society of Friends has 
proven to their wtis&ctioD, not aoly that ardent (pi- 
nt* are unneceseary, as a drink, to promote health, 
eheerfulneia, or prosperity, — hut that all these, and 
ri^itsousneBB in all other reapects, flourish best, and 
are more easily practiced by refraining froio their use 
altogether. We have few statistical accounts, that 
1 relMe to the subject. The tecord of births and deaths 
is perhaps the ouly one; but as life is prolonged or 
shortened by many, other circumstances besides the 
uae or disuse of ardent spitits, it does not seem to me 
that a record of that Idml could be of much use in 
. fu w is hi n g ai^uments «r illustrations. But it is nev- 
ertheless practically true, that innumerable calamities 
are snacessfully feneed ofi* from the Society, by the 
bulwaric of temperance in relation to this article. I 
hare known the Society long; and as &r as I can be 
deemed a dispasBiooale witness, I am prepared to tes- 
tify, that I have not known any other which contained 
(in the same number) so lai^e a proportion of tran- 
quil, prosperous, and happy people. 1 have not been 
unmindful to trace these most desirable effects to their 
causes; and it appears to me, that the Society has 
been indebted for this delightful pre-eminence, to the 
experimental nature of their alucation. The atten- 
tion of their children and fellow members has been 
directed, not to ikeorka, but to Hangs: and while some 
have been contented with ^culation, they have been 
more or less engaged to practice " righteousness and 
temperance;" anci their tranquillity and com^rt, indi- 
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vidua11y,and collectively, have always been propor- 
tioned to their faithfulnesa. 

The existence of the Society of Friends has been 
in some degree important to the world, by exhibiting 
an example of the effects, to a certain extent, of prac- 
tical righteousness. Had the example been perfect 
in them, or in any other geojrie, the e^ct would have 
been overwhelming; and would long since have set-'' 
tied the question, " upon what part of earth's surface 
the garden of Eden was situated," by showing that it , 
existed upon any and every part, where ths prac- 
tice of righteonsneas was perfected. 

I am with innch respect thy friend, 

EnWAKD Stablbb. 

Alexandria, 8th too. SOtta, 1830. 
Very gladly would I be to thee, my dear friend, 
and in myself, oil that thy Idnd partiality supposes 
me to be: but I am humbled under an abiding con- 
sciousness, " that in me, — that is, in my flesh, dwalleth 
no good thing." Yet there is no cause for discourage- 
ment nor dejection on thb account, either to thee or 
to me; — because we can derive from it the certain 
conviction, that " the excellency of all holy power Is 
of God, and not of us." This conviction will prepare 
us to abandon all dependance upon ourselves, and in- 
duce us to look to the munificence of Him, to whom 
" the kingdom, the power, and the glory," exclusively 
beloog forever. We are all receivers otily, of the 
treasures of his love and goodness. The wisdom and 
knowledge, by which he casts out of our minds the 
23 • 
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evil afintM of JbUy ftnd igtionatce, are his oVa: there- 
fore he tells us " not to rejoice that the evil spirits are 
subject t9 'Ma; — but rather, beoauae our Barnes are 
written in heaven." For though the kingdom, the 
power, and tha glory, belong to Aim ofone, — yet the 
«^cta which they produce in our souls, are ours:—' 
and heaven becomes our blessed poesesaon, or habi- 
tation, by means of.jdie "peace and joy" which are 
wrottght in m by the ^wem of righteousness, that 
are the fi;oit» of the Hefy Spirit. 

Lightly aa tho^ sbemast to ^timate thy importance 
among my tiarreapondenU, thy attachment 'is an in- 
valuable treasure; and all that I oan do to deserve 
it, is &r below its worth. I will not therefore pretend 
to mer^ it; but ] will gtadly avail myself of ite exUt- 
ence, and <}f tia lendeaey to prepare the way for 
mutual contidoBce, — to call the attention of thy mind 
to those pure and heavenly pover^ which have been 
ttie Ismates of thy heart all thy life long. To jQieir 
impulses, thou hast been indebted hi all thy joy; — 
and even when, from immaturity of experience, it was 
impotsible for thee t» advert to their agency,— they 
have nevertheless preserved and protected thee. It b 
equally true, that all the distress. which has afflicted 
thee, has issued Avm other fountains. But, in this 
mingled experience, no strange thing has happened 
to thee. The same trials and experiences have been 
witnessed before thee, by saints and martyrs, pn^hets 
and apostles. They were assailed by temptations, as 
thou hast been; — they felt them, as thou hast done. 
And their victory ovei them, was by the operations 
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of the s^ltanme Divine and 'immutable power 'whicb ■ 
' invites thy innocent spirit, by all its Iwly and a_9ec- 
tionate impulses, to " come with him frctfn Lebanon; 
to look to him from the top of Amana, — ;from the top 
of Sbenir tmd Hermoo, — from the Itws' dens, — from 
the mountains of the leopards." That is, to renounoe 
«im1 fbraake all earthly dependencies, wh^her eleva- 
ted and conspicuous, (like the ^lountaina of Lebanon, 
Amana, Shenir, ani Hermo))^) or abounding in itnimal 
strength and ^rceness, like t^ lioifs and leopards. 
And the reason why thou art dius invited, — and tlie , 
proof that the motive is iinw,— are seeq in the _,Au^ that 
all external things, hDweve^ exalted and power^l, 
are neither rigfOeouettetS, goadnets, nor trv&i nor can 
they produce th« eflects of Aeie, any more than the 
thorn can produce grapes, or the thistle figs. 

Outward things are: indeed good, Tery good for the 
purposes they y/ate intended to answer: but the im- 
nuxtal spirit cannot, derive its aobice nor its sustenance 
horn them. But there is most really a " tree of life," 
the Iruits of which arc ordained and qualified to satis- 
. fy its cravings, and to supply all its necessities.. This 
tree of life i« " Christ, the power of God, and the wis- 
dom of God," "manifested in the flesh;" in thy flesh, 
and in mine, and in th&' flesh of all mankind. He 
comes in unspeakable mercy, to " convince the world 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment;"— >Bnd "to 
bless us, by turning every one of us from our iniqui- 
ties." Oh! how great is that delusion which ieachea, 
and believes, that Christ can be limited or confined to 
one blessed person,— or to one age of the world! See- 
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ing the scriptures testify that he is " the same yester- 
dajt, to-day, and forever;"— and that he is " the true 
Light, that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
worid." 
, The bright assemblage of pure and liring energies 
which are found in every human soul, are luminous 
miMSses of bis presence there; and these "constitute 
the " Lord's host" of " ministering spirits" (to which 
the apostle alludes) "that are.eent foHh to minister ' 
for them. that shall be the heirs <^Ealiytion." Under 
the' shadow of •fhis heavenly *«» of- life, the soul can 
"iiit witli great delight, and his fruits will be sweet to 
her taste. She will be taken to his banqueting- house, 
and his banner over her will be love." 

These things are not myateriet, but are most sUrely 
rsalized in every mind, in proportion as its "meat 
and drink" are love, joy, peace; gentleness, goodness, 
truth, &c. (And they are " sweet t» its taste," as 
undeniably as their opposites, — hatrei}, sorrow, conten' 
tion, fierceoesa, wickedness, falsehood, &c. are bitter " 
and loathsome.) 

" 1 know, I know," tbal tlieae will UM, 
Their joy, — tfaeir pesM, will ne'er be put. 
Thy dear parents are embraced in my fraternal 
afiection, and saluted with the remembrance of my 
femily and myself. Thy filial 'attachment, and the 
stream of reciprocal love which flows to thee from my 
heart, are more estimable than gold, or pearb, or any 
worldly treasure, to thy afiectionate friend, 

Edward Stabler. 
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Abzudiu, Slh mo. Sod, 1830. : 
To say that I have often Uiought of tKee, my dear 
friend, and of all my frieads at-and about B., would 
be amuntm-place, and would by do means convey an 
idea of -that earuestness of aSection with which you 
have been remembered. 

I was favoured tq arrive safely at my dear home <ni 
the 12th of last month, aod to find my beloved domes- 
o tic flircle in gopd health, — aud still possessed of unim- 
paired afiection.fbr|Miir loog Absented wanderer. Our 
meeting was mutually jiVffut;..and my haart was filled 
with tfaankfulDess to-the pierciful Author of o«r being, 
for the great blessings oontained iu the interchange of 
even domestic love. Oh! who that has ever felt them, 
can doubt that they are real? and that there is an 
eternal distinction between the source from which lAcy 
flow, and the doleful fountain of sighs, and ieara, and 
agatdeif But, alas! the latter also are too real to be 
disputed; and ht^, as eSects, give self-evidence that 
there are causes which, produce them. The existence * 
of the tree is known by its fruits, as well as its kind. 

We are sent into this world to philosophize, (to learn 
the dictates of wisdomi) hi relation to these reaHHes, in 
which our interest is so great, forever j (that is perpet- 
ually, both in time and eternity.) And in this school, 
all b practical; and truth' ia not left to be determined 
by the uncertain glancings of the imagination, or the 
wajrward reasonings which embrace /Aem fer a fouo. 
-dation; but /ads, which are always true, arise in 
OQuntleae multitudes around us, and by them we are 
inspired with Mrfoai knoaleige. All the verities of 
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i^t, ia the diveisified modes of vegetable, atumal, and 
tpiritiial, — each seeking it4 appnipriftte food in its pro- 
per fidd of existence, and' bringing fiirth fornu and 
ooosequencee corresponding with its nature, — are ex- 
emplifications of the " thousand thonsands" which min- 
ister to our heavenly Father, to impart to hia children 
the infitllible knowledge of die Trudi, in all the yari- 
OU8 relations in which they are interested, either as 
inhahitants of the world o(77uUUr, or of maid. Fdt-, in* 
respect to boA, he is gracious, and he is kmd. All of 
us, in certain stages of experience, are disposed as 
Abraham was when in tiie same state, to petition fer 
the l^e and /e/tciQr of that birth which is "after the 
flesh." "Oh! that tshmael might live before thee." 
And the prayer is granted, even in respect to that. 
'*i,Bebold I have blessed him, and will malie him fruit- 
ful, and will multiply him exceedingly." And so, we 
■ee it b pf», as well as formerly. The same un- 
changeable mercy continues to bless, and to multiply 
' the natural creature and his enjoyments, though his 
livmg is procured in the wilderness of this worlds— 
and hia selfish propensities and want^ cause "hia 
hand to be againfd every man, and every man's hand 
against him." For we see that the very nature of 
worldly benefits is exclusive. That which I eai, and 
^rink, and near, no other pevoti can use in the sune 
way, without excluding me. But it is joyfully the re- 
verse, in respect to the good things which appertain to 
him that is " bom after the Spirit." 

Thou and thy dear parents, and sister, and S. P., 
witnessed more than once, in company with our be-. 
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loved friends, that there was no power either felt O, 
deeired, to monopolize purity of heart, — or meekneta, — '- 

. or genileiUM,— or kindneti, — or love; but we all per- 
ceived with gladness, that the aboundings of any one, 
so &r. from impoverishing the xest, increased die mea- 
sure of each one's possession; »nd, like the beautiful 
emblem, mn^hme, the more each one had, the more it 
abounded unto all. 

4 These precious things, my young friend, are worthy 
of all attention, to be cultivated and cherished; for they 
also will increase and mnltiply, until, like the patri- 
archs of old, we may have fioeka and kerdt at them, 
and become exceedingly rich in heavenly treasure*, 
which "moth and rust canno't corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal." Here, I am sure we may 
all see the everlasting goodness of the God of love, and 
perceive bis readiness to make us affluent in the pre- 
cious things. of his kingdom, inasmuch as Jie gives 
them to us unasked, and only requires on our pan 
that we should receive and cherish them. And this 
was the prophet's view, when be said, "And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that a man shall wmruh a 
yowtg am and two sheep; and for the abundance of 
milk-that they shall give, he ehall eat buHer; for but- 
ter and honey shall every one eat that is left in the 
land." By this beautiful and accurate symbol, he 
shows the felicitous consequences of receiving and 
nourishing the "good and perfect gifts" of our Divine 



This will be made even more plain, by reversing 
the statement, and substituting a young ■Hon aod two 
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tigers to be nourished, in-t^d of tfae genlje, profitable, 
mm] hannleas natures ^f the cow aitd the sheep. No 
rationat undentaDding can fitr one moment hesitate to 
believ^that deetutationiind. destruetioH, instead of (ttf> 
ier and honey, would be the resuh of such a disatfrous 
choice. Well,-r-it is even m wMi every one who 
nouri^tes the pure and gentle,^-or the fitnie«D<(de- 
struotive, tempen-Which characterize^^ difier^t ani' 
mala aJ>ove mentioned. ' • 

I vn aware that I have not deserved that thou 
shouldst write to me aoon; nevertheless [ desire it. 
And perhaps I may venture to plead in excuse for my 
tardiness in re[M>ying the debt which thy last letter 
plaAd me under, — the long journey that I have per- 
fbrmed, — a#iu1titude of concerns that engt^ed my at- 
tention iipon my return,— ^and my crippled hand. But, 
aftei all^ I would incomparably rather depend upon 
thy afiection to dictate when thou shouldst write'to me, 
than upon any sense of debt or obligation. My love 
to 8. P., and to E. K. when thou seeat ber. lb dw 
former, thou mayst give the perusal of this' letter, and 
she may read it as if addressed to herself. My oBee- 
tionate remembrance to my other friends who may in- 
quire after thy very affectionate friend, 

Edwaso Stablbk. 

Atexandrii, dth itn. 8Ui, 1830. 

I arrived at my home, my dear C, otf the 12ttiof 

last month, and found all the beloved inmates of my 

domestic circle ingood health, and prepared to receive" 

^eir wanderer widi as much aSectioa as ever. Apd 
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my enjoynw^s hare sonMdimes enabled me to e&j with 
' the psalmist, "My linea h&Te failen in pteasaDt places; 
1 have a goodly herita^." - How certain It is, that 
this pleasant stale of things is abundantly more depen- 
danttupon the state of the mind, than upon outward 
condiUonI And could ^ friend always miun'ain per- 
fect fidelity to the best of Masters; he might witness a 
perpetual increase of capacity to regcive, in still JB- 
"^rea^g proportions, those treasures wMch are out of 
the reach of moth, rust, or thieves. 
- TTie human mind, may be compared to a household 
oDnstituted of many persons; and, if all of them were 
fierce, angry, unjust, cruel, proud, and hateful,— ^s jt 
not self-evident that they would necessarily be miser- 
able, — though their habitation were the most splendid 
of palaces, — '■and the revenues of the world w^re hp- 
pfopriated to supply their neces^ties? But, chauf^ 
their mental condition, and render them gen^e, kind, . 
just, merciful, humUe, and afiectionate; — and though 
their habitation were a mud-walled cottage, with bread 
and water only for their food, — they would necessarily 
be happy. These heavenly powers would render every 
place pleaaamt, and every heritage goodly. How un- 
^eakably important it is, then, to cultivate and cherish 
one class of these pnociples, and to suppress the other! 
'.Thy gentle spirit, my dear friend, has partaken largely 
of the "benefits resulting from this cu&are; and thou 
hast been snstained in quietude, by these celestial 
friends to the Tiumble soul, under circumstances that, 
in opposite conditions, would have produced nnmitiga. 
. ted. agony. And 1 have no doubt, that thoii canst joio 
24 
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with me, in wondering that Viy ratiaoat .feeing shoaM 
ever have believed that dMtr^te* iiti opmioM were of ' 
Bufficient importctnce to-claini,4^d receive ao large a 
portioif of the devoted aHaOioh^ inteHigent creatures; 
when it ia evident to everjkperson''8 experience thai 
Joy and sorrow, hajipiaess and misery, an invaifably 
the eActs of'txiilg powers; and that doctrines -bad 
opiniofM hi^e no ntore actual iofluence w the concern) 
than the .^iIos(;>hical notions of men haT« in.4^Btab- 
lisblngthe order ofthe universe; by which all its^he- 
nomena are produced and regulated, from the-siuBiieqi 
t vegetable or insect, up to the planets in their course*, 
and the stupendous arrangement of revolving worlds. 
': W'hat a blesBed Ibing it is, that mankind are not 
left without these powerful maiter-f^-fatX witnesses to 
those truths, in wMch we ar« all so deeply interested ! 
The^ aTe,in my apQrehenaion, the host^if angels which 
-are sent fitrth by "Christ, the power and wisdom of 
God," to gather us fro/n the four wind^— ^rom the ut- 
termost parts of tarih, to the uttermoel partB.<i£.A£avem." 
That is, they are the iuAuencef of Divine power and 
wisdom, to redeem and save the souls of the children 
of men from their vassalage to "the wisdom which is 
from beneath, that is earthly, sensual and devilish;" — 
and to place them under the patronage of ^at."»*ich-^ 
is from above, — which is pure, — p««ceable; — gentle,— 
and easy to be entreated, — full of matey, — and' foil of , ' 
good fruits, — without partiality,— and without hypoc- 
risy." For these are but difierent m^es of dtaonlnng 
' the same heavenly realities; and'Uessed are they who 
are not offended at that manifestation ofthe Divine J^e 



b, Google 



LBCTER 07 EDVaED STABLES. 270 

in them, whleh visits an4 ftperates, in this way, upon 
them, in order to-Qyike tbon " partakers of his Divine 
nature." 

" Let not thy heart, be tcouh^ed" at the " wUs and 
rumours of ware," in th« professing religious* world; 

, Dor.,St "the sea Hnd the waves roaring, — and men's 
hearts &iling them for fear, and Sof looking ^iler the 
things that an coming upon tie earth" '£or adl these 
things must take place, for the fulfilm$at o^the Divine 
■purpose in thee, — in me, — and in *J1 ijitellige* crea- 
tjures; that *' the things which ctat be shaken" may be 
temovedj and Chose only which cmawt he ghiken, may 
femain. For, as the fonner are removed out of their 
place, the veil (which- ia oonstittded o€ them) beooijftes ^ 
rentj and then we can " see the King in his beauty," 
and in his goodness, — and in his " great glory." And 

•thot^h " the -kindreds of the earth" may " mourn be< 
oauseof him;" yet the emanciffUtd qm-ild (liberated * 
like Lazqrus {eoat his graVe-cloth^s) Shall come forth, 
children-of a glorious resurrection, — and shall r^ice 
with joy unspeakablat 

I shall be very glad to hear from thee soon, if it 

shall please thee to indulge me with such a favour. 

And if thy dear parents and Jhyaelf will make up your 

, minds tg Gome to our next Yearly Meeting, and from 

. there to Alexandria, many hearts will be made glad, 
, as well as nine. And why need you cooiine your- 
wlveal You have enough of the good things of this 
world; and I think the journey would be of use to 
all of you, besides doing what you are all so fond of, • 
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maUng yourjnatda ha^, ^y liftla namesBke ia in 
fine health, koA »m. ifvigfatty as • t»rd. My beet lore 
salutes thy beloved fuenta, thyself and all my friends. 
• Farawell • ' '' 

Edward Stables. 

Aleuqdrip, lOlh mo. lat, 1830. 
" There, are ^heraities of gifts," n^ dear friend, 
" but t&e some ^nrit; difierences of admisiEb'atioifs, 
but tht tame Lord; diversities of 6peratioDs,«4at'ft is 
the tame God that worketh &\i In all." And what an 
unspeakable favour it is, when we can distingdieh be- 
tween the precious donations and- operations of our 

. heavenly Father, and the'words or imaginings of tbe 
•human mind concerning them! From the former, 
which are living and powerful, all sorts of blessings 
and preservations are eKperienced. While from the 

' latter, the children of men have never reaped any bet- 
ter harvest, than soctfi and diTlsioDS,— «pp(»idoos and 
oontentioos. 

When ^e ^eld ourselves in subjection to-the Divine 
opera^tmt, which work in us by his gifit, and produce 
tbe whole form and substance of his admmttration. We 
are then really -oonfbrming > to the Divine will. And 
whether we are in sickness or ia health,— «t^ome or . 
abroad,— in affluence or in poverty, — this conformity 
will oocasiMi tbe greatest possible good to grow out of 
our present condition. And (hou^ that conditicHi may 
be compared to a "wilderness and solitary place," it 

- shall Income *'glad for us,— and the desert shall re-. 
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joipe, an^ blossom Ks tfe rosef"^by reaeon of those 

' blessed ioftuapoes of vreatii^ Mft nedeeming [KAver, 
which iD the begiontng eonstructed tills beautiful ouU 
ward universe, out of the "fcnnless void" which was , 
shrouded in darkness. 

If I- am not naislaken in my estimate of thy .expe- 
rience, thou hast passed "through inuch mentai tribu- 
lation." Thy state has often appeand likp a wilder- 
ness and solitary place; and it has seemed to thy 
•oxitfus spirit, as if thou wast surrounded only b^ such 

■■ tempera and propensities as are natural to the " wild 
beosta of the desert." But this experience has taught 

/ thee the nature and tendencies of these tempers and 
[KDpensitiss, — which no eloqdence of descviption could - 
have shown thee without their agency. And as the 
precious " blood of Christ" (which is his life, — and the 
spring or fountain of all holy tempers and propenskies) 
has beeo-shed abroad in thy heart, thou hast thereby 
(and there b no other way poasiUe) practically known 
the true jdirtfiorof Ay salvation, — the way of his work- 
■Qgi — ait<^ Aat he has indeed, by the tooches of hia 
love, removed haired far frcma thee, — and by his jog, 
displaced thy sorrcae; — and that he is capable and dis- 
posed, in like manner, and by powers equally e&ct- 
ual, to wash alt the robes of thy spirit, and make them 
white, and free from all the stains and defilements of 
unrighteousness. 
. If I have formed a true judgment of thy experience, 

, th°u hast abundant cause to "tiold fast thy confidence" 
in the everlasting kindness and sufficiency of that Di- 
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vine life, which has revealed its wisdom and power4D 
theef and thy Sarionr has thus far proved himself, by 
his works, to be both willing and able to accomplish 
al) that rcDOHins to be done for thy entire redunption. 

I was favoured to finish the work to'wlioh I believed 
giyself called last summer, to the entire relief of my 
own mind; and was restored to my beloved femily on 
the 12th of the 6th month. I found them alt in hMlth, 
and prepared to receive their long absented wapderer 
with their accustomed fullness of auction. And, 
dirough Divine mercy, my mind has been so peaceful 
.since my letiim, that I have been able in a measure ' 
to adopt the language of the psalmist, " My lines bftve 
- fiillsn in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage." 
Bat what could the world do for me, "with all its trea- 
suies «nd glories, without the favour and mercy of 
Him who caa alone gi«e peace? May I therefore 
be ^labled by his power to do every. thing that he re- 
quires, both in acting and sufiering, (hat his will may 
ba accomplished in me, at home and abroad; and in 
all things. 

I can withx»nifidence assur» thee, that I should be 
as much pleased to vbit my beloved friends in Jersey, 
as th^ would be to receive me; but I wish not lo go 
in my own will^ or from selfislr^motives, both for their 
•akes and my-ewn. In the mean while, let us be con- 
tented lo lora one another, as our heavenly Patiier 
hath loved ua; and then, whether we ever personally 
meet i^in or not, all will be well; for we shall reap 
tiM rich -fruita of lore, which wiU be a feast indeed. 
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^ease to present my afiectionate retnembraiiQe to Hiy 
dear parents, and to friends of your village, — and re- 
ceive a shaj« for thyself from thy atfectiobate friend, 
Edwa;bd Stablbk. 

Aleiandrii, lllh mo. Stb, ISSlT. 

T^e return of our welcome visiters to Baltimore, 

Bfllg:d9 roe an opportunity, my dear cousin, to attempt 

a due acknowledgment of the favour thou coaferred- 

upon fne by thy letter of Sth ult. 

Th« dispiriting influences of disease hung about me 
for some time afler my return from attending your 
Qoarterly meeting, — so as to disqualify me for wri- 
ttng,-even to those I love. Thy letter, however, would 
have afibrded a salutary and efficient stimulus to have 
replied to it forthwith, but 1 had to leave horns; iind 
since then, my northern lour and the Yearly Meeting, 
thou l^nowest, have both intervened to occupy my at- 
tention. Here I am however at last, again venturing 
my feeble powers upon the boundless ocean of thought 
and auction, to ascertain if I can meet with finy thing 
that can encourage or instruct thee. What an ex- 
panded field is spread before us, abounding with num- 
berless realities which are capable of imparting both 
pleasure and instruotien! And why is it that the sen- 
sitive and intelligent sons and daughters of men-derive 
ao small and such fugitive enjoyments tcota a scene so 
rich and abundant? Is it not because their attenQon 
is-absbrbed, and their afiections too exclusively ocou- 
piectwith the things which are manifested by their na- 
tvml fecultiest Their imntortal and intelligent ppiriti 
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(which are capable of feeding on "ftngel's food," and 
of " shiniDg as the stars forever and ever,") become 
t^i^Bby engaged in groping among the dust of the earth 
for the "pearl of great price," — the rich treasure of 
perpetual happiness! It ia a most interesting and im- 
portant inquiry, why it is so? and experience muat 
furnish the clue to the investigation. 

The outward world presents allurem^its that are 
visible and palpable. They furnish gratifications to 
the natural senses, and afibrd pleasures, which never 
were disputed. They are the first class of things of 
which we are conscious; and we behold kindreds, na- 
tions, tongues and people bowing before them. But 
the fact is too oflen overlooked or not duly appreciated, 
ttiat those enjoyments are evanescent,^-easily inter- 
rupted, — andj at moat, only minister to that portlpn of 
our being which ia transient and perishable like them- 
selves. There ia, however, another region of certain- 
ties, to which all mankind have equal access, — which 
appertains to the immortal part of our existence, and 
the realities of which are as durable as itself. But we 
are alt in succession so fascinated with the/ormer, that 
they are like tiie vttil of the Jewish temple which in- 
terposed between the people and the Holy of holies,— 
vhere the altar of the •ovenant, and the cherubinu 
of gjory overshadowing the mercy seat, — and the 
goldeo p(A that hftd manna; — and Aaron's rod that 
budded, &c., were continually present; but were aa 
entirely concealed from the perception of the general 
mass of the Jews, as if they had not existed. .And it 
is no less certain, that there is, in every human soul 
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an antitype of oil these thin^. There is a Holy of 
hakea, where the Divine presence is exhibited as a 
Judge, a Teacher, and a Saviour. And there is an' 
dUar, upon which those sacrifices of outward things 
are offered, which reconcile or restore us to the Divine 
harmony. And (here are eheniinm» of ghry, which 
ooDsiet of air those heavenly powers that are divinely 
appointed as agents of the Father of mercies, to miais- 
ter (or our redemption and salvation. And there is 
heavenly nuaam, upon which the soul can feed, and j» ' 
nourished up unto eternal life; and tiiis is otmstituted 
of all the " fruits of the Spirit;" namely, " love, -joy, 
peace, gentleness," &c. And Aaron's rod that budded 
is a strikii^ symbol of that resurrection to which 
^rist alluded when he said, "though he were dead, 
yet shall he live;" for the soul, being reanimated by 
the life of God (to which it had died by a vassalage to 
the world) again brings forth the peaceable fruits of in- 
nocence and righteousness, which are as natural to it 
as almonds were to the rod of Aaron. 

But all these precious things are hidden by the veil 
of carnal attachments and terrestrial interests; and 
they are not discerned; though they are cf greater 
omsequence to every human soul than all other things 
put together. But an apo^e has assured us, that this 
"veil is done away in Christ." And accordingly, as 
many as become subjebt to the government of the Di- 
vine life manifested in them, are instructed and enabled 
by it to "crucify the flesh with the lusts thereof;" and 
by this process, the veil becomes gradually " rent from 
die top to the bottom," and all the glorious certainties 
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of another world (with &hich they had always been 
oonnected without noticing it) beam out as conspicu- 
ously as fAol with which they had previously been 
conversant. And the scriptures which speak of lhes<( 
precious truths, become opened to their understandings 
by their becoming acquainted with ike thinga recorded 
there. And they know them to be true, by an evi- 
dence infinitely more qertain thui all the assurances 
to be derived from criticism, history, or creduUty. 

This is the religion that I wish the« to seek tiHer 
aad enjoy. A religion consisting of vilal energies, — 
the origin of which is Divine; for God b its author, 
and Infinite Wisdom its contriver. Ohthow poor and 
feeble is the absurd theology of man, when Tts doctrines, 
notions, and creeds are compared with the living streams 
ot wisdom, goodness, and potoer, which issue and come 
forth from before Him whose throne is heaven, and the 
earth his footstool! but who nevertheless 'condescends 
to dwell with the humble and contrite ones, in order to 
change the " wilderness (of mind) into an Eden, — and 
the desert into a, garden of the Lord." 

1 intended to send this ^y our friends H. and E-, but 
business interfering, prevented me from finishing it in 
time. They left ue this moming, and have gone, sur- 
rounded with our love and best wibhes. They have 
afibrded us great pleasure by dM«r visit. Present my 
afiectioilate salutation to thy fitther, mother, and sis- 
ters, and receive for thyself a full share frOm thy a& 
-feotionate friend, 

Edwasd Stablsk. 
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Aleundrii, lllh mo. 9th, 1830. 
It b now more thaa a moath since I received thy 
last acceptable tribute of affection from Philadelphia. 
.1 have been there- since, and on my way, at Wilming- 
ton, I heard with much satisfectitm, that your moun- 
tain journey had been of great service Xo thy health. 

My visit to the north was for the purpose of taking 
a dear dailghter to -a .female school at West Chester; 
and thence I went to Philadelphia, and had the plea- 
sant company of many dear friends to our Yearly 
Meeting at Baltimore. 1 enjoyed my visit (though a 
short one) to PItiladelphia, where there are so many 
dear ones, — between whom and myself, the cords of 
love are stcong, and thickly woven. ' And amcmg them 
ia my beloved young friend, who is also an object of 
thy tender attachmwt. May I not adopt the apostle's 
language in relation to a similar circumstance ?.~ "I 
have no greater joy, than to hear that my children 
walk in the Truth." And as you walk in the Truth, 
it will beautify you, and render you lovely in each 
other's sight; and what is of still greater moment, and 
more desirahle than all other things, — it will make 
you happy:— ^nd how ardently does njy heart covet 
that you may be durably, permanently happy! Can 
Buoh a wish be formed, aud sincerely felt ia the mind 
of a poor frail beic^ like myself? And shall it be 
supposed that it does not exist, in proportionate pleni- 
tude, in that tafinite and perfect Being, whose children ' 
you are in reality? It would be profanation indeed, 
to accredit such a suggestion. From the first of my 
acquaintance with thesj I saw, and was delighted to 
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aee, the mai^ of His prMence with thee. And though 
it may often have appeared to thee, that thy path was 
thorny and perplexed, — yet, acoordiDg to thy own 
beautiful quotation, these woundi have elicited Jht- 
gratice, and " breathed sweetuesa out of woe." 

T have often admired the justnesa and applicability 
to human nature, of the figure of the ■' Holy of holies" 
in the Jewish tabernacle; — wherein was the " attar of 
the covenant," — and. " the oherubinw of glory, over- 
shadowing the mercy seat;" — and ''the golden pot that 
had manna," — and "Aaron's rod that budded," &c. 
Bu^ all these were concealed from the Jewa hy a veHs 
■0 that, though they were there in the utmost reality, 
the multitude could not see them because of its inter- 
position. " These were figures fbr the time then per- 
sent;" but their antitype ia perennial. It existed 
then, — and it still exists. For every' soul is designed 
and constructed by the heavenly Architect for a " holy 
of holies," — where he manifests his Divine presence 
aa a Judge, — a Saviour, — and a Helper in every need- 
ful time. And there is the altar, upon which the sacri- 
ficee of ofltward things are offered, which reconcile (or 
restore) Us to th£ Divine harmony. At^ lAere ate the 
cherubims of glort/, shadowing the mercy aeat, which 
ooosist of all the powers that miuiater to our redemp- 
tion er salvatioD, as agents of Divine mercy. And 
there only, is found the heavenly manna, upon which 
the soul can feed, and be nourished up unto eternal 
life ; and this is constituted of all the " fruits of tho 
9pirit, — righteotttneti, — goodness, — and truth." And 
"Aaron's rod that budded," is a striking and acou- 
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rate Bjrmbol of tint condition of soul, which, after hftv- 
ing been long " dead in trespasses and uns," comes to 
vhnem the Tenirrection, by a renewal of the Divine 
life: and when thus reanimated, it produoes the pre- 
cious fruits of innocence, which are as congenial to it 
when thus vivified,, as " ripe ainxinds" to the rod o/" 

All these glorious things are hidden by the veil of 
oamal attachments and temporal interests; and too 
many^ of the sons and daughters of men behold Stent 
not; — though they possess a certainly o/" enstenee, — and 
are of greater consequence to human happiness tlun 
all other things put tc^ether. But we are assured by 
an apoetle, that " the veil is done away in Christ :" and 
consequently, it is still true, as it always has been, 
that as many as become obedient to the Divine life, 
("Christ within, the hope of glory,") are by him en- 
abled and induced to " crucify the flesh with the luste 
(wrong desires) thereof." And in proportion as this 
process is acconqilished, the veil becomes " rent from 
the top to the bottom;" — and all the blessed certaindAs 
of another world (with which they h&re always been 
connected without perceiving it) beam out upon their 
delighted vision, as conspicuously as the realities of the 
material world, with which they had been previously 
conversaot. And as the ecrq>tures which mention these 
inqiortant truths, are opened to their understandings, 
they become acquainted with the Ihaigf therein record, 
ed, — and know them to be true, by an evidence infi- 
nitely strcmger than alMhe assurances which can he 
derived from criticism, [diilosophy, or credulity. 
25 
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This IB the religion, ipy deftr friend, that I wish thee 
to ccratinue to seek after, and enjoy. Its builder and 
maker id thy God, and my God; aod it will open his 
kingdom wjihin thee, and make thee a blessed inhabi- 
tant ottkU stale of being, where joy and gladness shall 
. maintain an everlastteg dominion, " and sonow and 
sighing shall flee away." 

My aflfect^uaie renKmbrBnce is presented to thy 
fiuker and mother, brothers and sisters, and be assured 
that J shall always rejMoe in thy welfiire. 

EnwABD Stablbb. 

AleiaDdria, lllh mo. Sthid, 1830; 
Thy kind and affectionate letter, which I have pe- 
rused many times since I parted with thee, remains 
yet oDanswered. I would gladly make a full return, 
by adding (if it were in my power) to reciprocal at- 
tachment, ftn increased knowledge of the means by 
which thy happiness may be enlarged and perfected. 
The things of time have an unquestionable influence, 
tiJ a cerHun extent, in the all-important concern of hu- 
man happiness. But when I look to these, and to thai 
porti<ni of thy being which b connected with them, I 
cannot perceive any deficiency. Thou hftst affection- 
ate and wise parents, "brothers, and a sister, and a nu- 
merous train of friends, who love thee tenderly, and 
are beloved b3rthee; with as much of the good things 
of tids world as supply all thy wants. ' And though 1 
may oppose the general sentiment of mankind, I am, 
nevertheless, assuredly persuaded, that the mcreaee of 
these to any possible extent, would most probably In- 
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crease thy perplexity and vexation, but could not en- 
large thy happiness. Thou hast already theii) all that 
this world can give thee in relation to the "end and ■ 
aim" of thy existence. But thou art awar^ from every 
day's experience, that perfect as the operatiotM of these 
things are, in their assigned department, there is a void 
which no amount of temporal possessions can in any 
degree fill or satisfy. This vacuum (like thirst, which 
cannot be slaked by food, — though the latter is a per- 
fect remedy for hunger) proves the existence of appe- 
tites wjiich require something for their gratification 
that the material world cannot supply. Can it be sup- 
posed, that these cravings have no appropriate objecti 
Caa our heavenly Father have bestowed them for the 
purpose of torment? His beoeficence in all other 
cases, demrastrates the impiety and. absurdity of such 
a supposition: — and the existetice of " another world,"- 
abounding in coBgenial reglities, which are as capable 
of satisfying these desires, as food and drink are of al- 
laying hunger and thir^ — is a truik, supported alike 
by reason, scripture, and experience. 

But, unhappily, too many of the children of men do 
oot perceive this: and when disappointed of the efieots 
which they expected from a anuiUer accumulation of 
temporal goods, they press after *^larger; the a'cquisi- 
tion of which increases the ardour of desire, instead of 
satisfying -it. And in that caneer, there never w«a 
found a reding place; but all is ocean, ever fluOaatitig, 
and always tumultuous! The soulj in the mean tinM, 
like the dove tetU forth from Noah's ark, finds no re- 
pose, DO peace. This produces a oondition umilar to 
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the 'State o( the Jews when they were visited by the 
Saewur, in a body prepared* for the puqxMe. Their 
KttetitiMi Was altogether fibeorbed by things estraneous 
from theoiiplfefl. Their law, their religion, their ob- 
servances, were all otUmtrd; and the revxvrda which 
were promised, andtfaa penalties which were threaten- 
ed, — were all in BoCB>^aace with the hoe and the tm- 
tune to which they wera addressed. But afler fulfilling 
all moral and natural righteousness, (which none of 
tkem could do,) he directed their attention to a " king- 
dom of J^ within them;" which, accordmg to his 
apostle, consisted "not in word, but in power." It wae 
bythb power only, that "all righteoueness" was ful- 
filled in him: and their depeodance upon other and in- 
adequate causes, was the reason why none of them' 
" fulfilled the law." Much less then, could they ful- 
fil all righteousneet by the use of means which were 
unequal to the achievement of the lowent orders of rec- 
titude. Their goodness, therefore, was eminently de- 
fective, and their happiness not more perfect ^ 

The same c(Hiae4uenceB necessarily result from 
sunilar causes in all ages; because human nature is 
always eseentially the same, — and principles are un- 
changeable. If an outward law, and reti^oa, and 
usages, could only produce for thb Jews a condttion so 
degraded and imperfect, they cannot do more for us; 
•eeing that they relate only to the outward man — ^e 
creature of flesh and blood. But tin sosl (or spiritual 
creature) is an inhabitant of the other world, and ca- 
pable of a sublime intercourse wi[h " Mount Sion, and 
the mty of the living God, — tha heavenly Jerusalem; 
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and" with the innumerable company of af^ls,->aQd 
with God the Judge of all, and the spirite of just men 
made perfect, — and with Je^us the (nediator of the 
new covenant, — and with the blood af sprinkling that 
^aketh better things than that of Abel." 

These are all spiritual rearitieo, congenial with the 
soul, and capable of being perched by it. And they 
are transiently perceived by thousands who deem them 
common things, because they do not attend to their 
operationa, nor mark their tendencies, nor follow their 
incitements. The blessed Jesus, our holy example, 
"was in all points tempted like as we are;" but was 
preserved Jree from sin. And though the commence- 
ment of his earthly career was in a stable, his pn^ress 
was distinguished by a continual increase of wisdom, 
goodness and power; and his end was crowned, with 
a triumphant conquest over every principle of evil. 
All this was accomplished by' his obedience to that 
eternal, unchangeable Spirit, which " convinces the 
world of sin, — of righteousness, — and of judgment." 
It is, therefore, by attending to the import of these 
convictions, that we can become " Uke him," and ex- 
perience a similar progress, terminating in the same 
glorious attainment. " Unto him that overcometh, 
. will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my Fathet in 
his throne," 

It is by this process only, that the << heavens become 

opened," and we cimie to perceive the true import of 

Uie writings of the holy men of old, in the scriptures; 

and that they do not relate to a world and a kingdom, 

26* 
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■ -eilhaf outward or cfar tffi but they are all near at 
, band, even at die "very door" of our-hearts; — acoom- 
panying us during our daily etpployments, and as we 
are Bitting in our houses, and as we are walking by 
the way, and .aa we are tying down, and rising up. 
And the Divine visitant (omniptesent to all the cir- 
cumstances whioh relate to our veai or looe) opens to 
Qur understandings the good and evil of every ciHi- 
oem, both of niind and bpdy: and blessed are all they 
who lay the government on his shcnildeis, and are not 
o&nded in him. 

My best love salutes thy dear parents, brothers, 
and sister:— ^tso, S. P. and all my friends in your 
neighbourhood. For thyself, thou knowest the afiec- 
tion which inqiires the heart of thy friend, 

En WARD Stables. 

Akiuidrii, let mo. Sth.ISSI. 

1 acknowledge, my dear youog friends, that your 
talHits for epistolary composition are superior to mine. 
Your fast very acceptable letter has demonstrated the 
fact to my satisfaction. But aa our intercourse is not 
for the purpose of literary oompetttiw, but has (I be- 
lieve) a much nobler aim, a disparity in Mot ordtr of 
powers is of small comparative importance. 

I think I have j^roeived ya bMh of you, satisfac- 
tory evidences that you have been with Jesus; — and 
what if 1 say, more frequently than you have been 
aware of. For, in the progress of our experienoe, 
there are many things by which our " eyes are hold. 



t* Google 



LBTTKB. OF 8DWABD ST1BI£B> 295 - 

en," so that we .do not know him;^-eTen wh^i be 
walketh with lu by the way that we have choeen,* 
and ezpoundeth to ub the true meaniiig of the scrip- 
turea which are written in living characters upon our 
hearts and underetandinga. In this way, unquestion- 
ably, the outward scriptures were first inscribed, be- 
fore it was possible for tbem to have been written in 
books. 

Like the first members of the human race, every 
oae of us is placed in a garden abounding with fruits, 
the participation of which, uader the pure and inno- 
cent government of the Divine nature, "would consti- 
tute an Eden, or state of unmixed 'enjoyment. We 
are all likewise favoured with a premonition to avoid 
every thing which would mingle evil with our good. 
But, through the seducing presentations of things that 
seem "foir to look upon,— and good for food, — and 
profitable to make one wise,"— we all fall, more or 
less, fiwm the innocence in which we were created. 
A new series of inscriptions is thereby made upon our 
minds, the relative meaning of which, it is all-impor- 
tant for us to know. But the condition which ensues 
from our foil, and the sorrow ani4 inquietude which 
attend it, reader us incapable of perceiving that it is 
the God of looe who is walking with .us, though we 
are going from Jenudkm (the state of peace) to Em- 
Meau, (an obscure and despised condition,) and causes 
"our hearts to bum within us," while he opens to 
our understandings the efiecta which have been pro- 
duced in us, by our misdeeming pursuits of enjoyment. 
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■ TU^ia the state of mind, which has in all generp- - 
tions believed and jmrtrayed the Divine Fountain of 
goodness, As'ftngry, ^rce, reomgefid, and mexorable. 
And such an apprehension most surely " holds our 
eyes" ffom knowing him as he U; — and ascribes to 
Llm thosti features of character, which belong alto- 
gether to. the fallen creature; — and in which it ia 
Impossible that his holy and immutable nature should 
ever have any part. It is, on the contraiey, ao act 
of his everiasting nwrcy, to manifest himself in the 
"cool of the day," — when the energy amd warmth of 
misplaced desire have subsided, — to call our atten- 
tion to the causes which have operated ho mournful 
a change in our condition. \i then, Wee the two dU- 
cipUt, we invite him to " abide with us," be will make 
himself known to us in his true character, by blesafaig, 
breaking, and dispensing to us Ae bread of life. 

The first and greatest commandment is, to "love 
the liOrd our God." But it is self-evident, that it Is 
' an impossibility to us, while we view him through the 
distorting medium of imrigl^teousnessj-^because that 
always represents him " as a hard and an austere mas- 
ter." Snch a view may (and does) excite dread and 
terror; — but love,— never! By " his stripes," however, 
we nftiy be in&llibly " healed" of all our misappre.' 
hensions and lalse estimates: and he begins to inflict 
them at the commencement of our deviationa from - 
holy rectitude. Of these, while they are yet few and 
small, be forms his " whip of small cords," to drive 
out of the temples of our hearts all unholy traffickers. 
For, let it never be forgotten, that our destruction it 



■ of OHTW&w,— that it b our *own backslidin^a thiU ' 
reprove ua, and our own wickedness that correcU" 'v». 
And there can be no other process so effectual to 
make us see that it is an " evU thing and a hilfer, that 
we have ieparated ourselves from the Lord oui God." 
And when this is demonstnted, if the " wicked man 
wilt fbrsake his wickedness, and do those things that 
are lawful and right, — the wickedness he hath done 
shall be remembered no more." It requires no vica- 
rious offering, to reconcile iim to his Creator; — no 
punishment of an innocent person for the guilty; — 
(which would be an utter violation of all justice and 
DWro3r;) but places the punishment according to Jus- 
tice, and guided by tasxi mercrful kindness, upon tAot 
which ought to perish, in order that the soul may 
again stand in the Divine image, "holy, harmless, 
and undefiled," — by being separated from all sin. . 
" If I wash thee not, (said our holy example,) thou 
hast no part in me." But if, with his disciple for- 
merly, we be willing that he wash, not only our feet, 
but our hands, and our hfeads,—Qur steps will become 

.pure, and our works will beco(|e holy, — and all the 
errors of our uaderslandiags will |^ rectified. Then 
shall we "see the King ia his beauty;" — and he will 
no longer appear as a hard and austere master; — 
neither will it appear impossible to "love him with 
all the heart, — with all the mind, — and with all the 
strength." 

My paper reminds me that I must so<ui close this 
ooramunicaticn; but I am unwilling to do it without 
apprising you bow much I value your letters: they 
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always refresh my spliit; Bud, like couriers s^nt on 
messages of love, th^y kindle aGFesh the tender wannth 
of affection, by which I feel irttacfaed to every one of 
your. hDuseltold. 

Edwasd Staslee. 

On the 10th of the l«t month, 1831, the beloved 
subject of this memoir went to hU stfirs.as usual, 
though considerably indisposed, and kaving slept but 
little the night befo^, ^is disease one reased, and be 
returned to bis dwelling. That evening h^ took -a 
light dose of medicine, and kept Inuse the neat day. 
On the 12tk and 13th, he atteaded to his bvBiness 
again. During these two days, he was employed at 
intervals in writing the following unfimshed letter to 
hie friend Halliday Jackaon, of Daj'by, is tbe State 
(f{ PeiiDsylvania, in reply to oBe which gave the a£ect- 
ing account of the death of his vriSe- We m^ht al- 
most believe, from the appositesess of the language, 
that the writer, wben he penned this letter, k&d a 
presenlifiwnt of his ovra approaohiuj^ departure, — 
when his spirit wouM escape from the " dark walt^ 
of its earthly habitation," and be favoured with a 
view of thc^e e{>iritual realities, which be believed 
bad ravished his frieod "with ecstasy and adoration." 

iBt mo. 1831. 
My deah Psierd,-^ 

Thy very acceptable letter of the 4th inst. 
is at hand. I had heard of thy great loss by a letter 
ifroiii a friend in Philadelphia, several days before Ay 
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favour came to haad; and truly my heart did earnest- 
ly Bympathize with thee attd thy bereaved family. 

I have felt the pangs, and I know the state of the 
mdouxr and the orphan; for I have been iolh, and ex- 
perienced in all its bitter powr the aicicneeft of heart 
which is inseparable from both cimditions, I also 
know the goodness of our Almighty Friend and Fa- 
ther, iu thS fulfilment of the greoioua declaration, that 
" he that goeth forth weeping, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless retuiB rejoiotDg, bringing his sheaves 
with him." 

A privation, su«h as you have sustained in partidg 
with cme so dearly and so worthiiy beloved, is c^ all 
others the nwat eminently calcuhited to " remove the 
earth out of her place;" — because it shakes it at its 
dearest point of attachment. Nor is it unreasonable 
or improper to mourn. This we may do without rav 
pamig, and without murmuritig, or " charging God fool- 
ishly." And then, though this severe and agonizing 
process (like the ploughing of the soil) may lacerate 
the smooth and long settled surface of the soul's afiec- 
tions, yet, through the kindness of tfie "Father of 
mercies," it is thereby prepared to receive the spi- 
ritual seed of his kingdom more deeply into its bosom; 
where, being nourished by the early and the latter 
rain from the same Fountain of mercy, It will bring 
forth its precious " fruit of holiness, and the end ever- 
"lasting life." 

From thy very intere^ng account of the last mo- 
ments of Ay beloved sompanion, I think it altogether 
probable that her joy was so sublime, that (company 
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tirdy) it might be saidj-she felt joy ibr the first tbqe. 
We who are still cMMnetrted'wilh tine, and around 
whose spirits Ae dark walls of-the earthly tabernacle, 
are still oompacted by health, and whoae views of 
oeiestial things are shai^pd. by terrestrial attachmeBts, 
are iacapable of such a vision of spiritual realities, 
in their unclouded brigblDMs, as ravished her ^irit 
with ecstasy and "-adoratioo." 

But when we witness the end of the ri^leovs, in 
a case where all the powers of affeo^oo rAet>ouT 
attention to the Xibject, — and irhere the «aiM pow^era 
lead us to look Iwck with intmse isteieat on the- life 

- of one so dear, thut has been thus triumphantly 
crowned at its close,— surely the whole scene aboutids 

' with instruction, and encouragement to per^evera in 
a sioailar path, and not to faint under the iVailties and 
weaknesses which are, perhaps, ioseparable &om a 
probationary and progressive state of beibg. ' 

When the blessed Messiah said to his few, and in 
their th^D condition, Teebla followers, " Pear not, lit- 
tle flqck; it is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom," — the nature of that kingdom, tu!id 
the region of its esiswnce, were probably alike un- 
known to ihem. Like all other human beings in a 
similar state, they could only form coujeotures of this 
kingdom, as an unknown region foreign from them. 
selves, and perhaps exclusively the abode of disem- 
bodied Bjfiirits. But he bad previously told them that 
" the kingdom of heaven was within" them; and they 
allerwards found, that notwithstanding tbeir feazs and 
all the frailtiee with, which they were environed, they 
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werd gradually, but surely, advancing in knowledge 
and in experienoe. The principles which distinctively 
produced in them all that was good, aad all that waiL 
evil, (like the separation between light and darkiiets,) 

* becaiTie more and more conspicuous; and "by yielding 
themselves in subjection to the Holy Spirit, which is 
the spring and fountain of all goodness, Ihey were 
enabled to " speak with new tongues," — to " cast out 
devils,'' — to " take up serpents," — and if they " drank 
of any deadly Uiing," that it " should not hurt th^m." 
They then perceived (as the eminent Paul afterwards 
«ta(ed) that " the kingdom of God was in power;" — 
thU it was not an imaginary city, with walls of pi^- 
cious stoaes and gat^s of pearl; but consisted of raali. 
ties infinitely more excellent than these terrestrial 
things, (which were only applicable as figures,) and 
possessed the capaci^ to produce " all righteousness, 
goodness and truth." And as these came to reign in 
them, their language becanie changed; they no longer 

. called evil, good, — nor good, evil; but were enabled to 
call things by names truly descriptive of their oalures. 
The same power enabled them to cast out 4he devils 
of wickedness, evil, falsehood and error; and to take 
up, or use without injury, those powers and afiec- 
tions of the mind, which, under the guidance of evil, 
were more veoomous and destructive than serpents. 



On the I8th of the month, which was the fifth of 
the week, he attended his meeting, where he was 
silent. In the afternoon, speaking of the sutgcKit^ he 
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obMFved, that he wouU'be willing to perfbma that 
duty BO long as one could be found to join with him 
,in it; for though, ou this ,/>acasion, he had sot bcMftf. 
GOMHuissioned to speak, yet his mind had been &vour- 
ed with deep inatruotiou. 

Ou tl^ (Ulowing afterooon, hia daughter Anna' was, 
with him. He was evidently anxious about his dis-, 
^ease, and tt^ -probability that h^ tnifht ;soon be tahen 
^m his fatnily. An awful meam waS Iftghig, — the 
'measles were in the houses — cunl the scaHet fever 
'Was preralliDg in Baltunqre. He did not seem al^e 
to bear, silently, the anxieties which this oombinaliaB 
of circumstancei produced, buV made frequent obser- 
vations oa human an^ring. At last) however, bis 
mind appeared to rest on thg all-sufficiency of Love. 
"Love," he said, "is an Almighty Principle. If I 
were sure you would always love ene anodier, I 
would ask nothing more for j'ou;— then, brothers 
would protect their sistera, and sisters would eaqour- 
agc their brothers; so that you would never be in 
want of any blewng." 

When l)ls soae came in from business, to the even- 
log meal, he desired that they would not expose them- 
' selves lo datiger by venturing out again into the 
storm. He was then much indisposed;, but the great- 
est affection pervaded fiis whole deportment; and as . 
he stood by the fire with his little children near him^ 
ha Beamed to be clothed with heavenly love. Deeply* 
interesting is the remembrance of what he appeared 
to be, on that memorable evening. Impressed with 
the conviction that his disease was ranlignant in its 
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character; he had coinplet«d,-iu the course of the day, 
some small matlera of writing which required his per- 
sonal attention; ' sAer which, as all seemed to be done, 
like a faithful servant he awaited the final summOBS 
to 4ppear befhre his Master. 
, On' first-day mnniDg, he was too ill to rise. His 
, face, throat, and breast, were covered with a scariet 
flush, attended with a difeti^ssing fever, and symp. 
Joins of congestion in .the head. A physician was 
called'iB^ who' preswilied for him; but the congestion 
seemed Ut iooteasa; lor he slept^ undbr a sens« ot 
oppres^n,' during the moat df the day; although, 
when awajced, his m'ind was clear. As first-day . 
oigia ftnd-seccmd-day forenoon, wore away, the di»: 
ease steadily advanced. The writer, who was with 
lijm in the morning, ohserved him at one t^e in 
supplicaticA; but tb^ only words h« could distinguish 
were, "Thy *iirbe aoney" One of hia little boys - 
lieing in the chamber, iie desired him to go out, lest 
he also might take tbat " dreadful disease." 

In the afilernoon «f second-day, a great dhange fbr 
the worse took place. The congestion extended to the 
■ breast,' accompanied with delirium' and great opi»e». 
sion, both of the lungs and brain. Another physioian 
was aept for. On consultation, they directed further 
remediea^ whioh were resorted'lo without tbe sligbtest 
good effect. The bcJov«d sufiprer appeared unconacious 
of our intendoq, vrh&a me <^red him a dose of nwdt- 
<dae; though he understood us when we ^ke to him. 
His breathing now became extremely labcnious.^ 
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Savcrftl of his . fKniHy, -wbo were old enoagh, and 
WHild b«br the agonizing trial, were in his chamber; 
together with a few lotimate friends who assisted in 
wftitiog o(i him. " With the exception of a shdrt period, 
the writer was ponatantly by his bed, endeavouring 
to flooth him and mitigate his safierings. -While en- 
gaged in this painful duty of buraing his sick parent, 
the hand of the writer ocune in tiontact with that of 
the invalid, who took hold of it and pressed it feeUyv 
but Jtffectionately. Ad attempt was made lo-oover his 
hand again with the bed-clothes^ but he lesisfed- the 
operation, aod made known to us as well as he couU 
do, that he was taking his last forewell! He was 
«^ed if there was any thing in hb way; and he 
•OBwered, "No." Id a few mcrnients, he inquired 
with great difl^ulty, as nearly as we could under- 
stftod iim, "My precious. wife, where is she?" The 
object of his. inquiry had retired from the ronn, over- 
Ooow with distress; but she quiiAly returned, and sat 
by Mm. Al! the other members of the family who 
imo at home, and old enough to reali2e the awful- 
neta of the occasion, caoie to his bed-ad*. He seemed 
gratified at having us near; but he recognized our 
presence for a few moments only; for, the great stu- 
par he had been labouring under, returned and closed 
dM avenues of intercourse between us and his depart- 
hg spirit. His breathing now became more oppress- 
ed;— the feeble remains of life gave way in the 
struggle;— he fell into a state of perfect .ease, — and 
a short time before one o'clock on the momijig i)[ the 
18th, he breathed his laetl ' 
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The scene was solemn beyond descripUon. All 
were bathed in tears;— but we felt assured,- by the 
consoling and heavenly calm which aovered our spi- 
rits at the time, that the change to him' was one from 
mortality to immortal happiness. We sat under the 
covering of this heavenly feeling for a few minutes; 
and then retired from die chamber of death. 

The kindness of our fri^ds and neighbours was 
great and unintemutted, during the sickness of our be- 
loved relative, and After his dea(h. A Urge nuOiber 
of wtizens attended his remains to the grave. The 
people of colour, who had fouild him « kind friend and 
a counsellor, gave evidence of their respect by follow, 
ing in a la^ body. John Poulke, an ancient Friend 
who has since departed this life, was in Alexandria at 
the time, in the prosecution of a religious visit. He 
delivered, at the grave, a solemn admonition; and 
stated the feeling which had been -sealed upon his 
mind, tbat as the departed had ceased from hte la- 
bours, his works would follow him. A few intiiAate 
friends returned witk the i&mily from the grave, and 
mingled in the social circle. The theme of conversa- 
tion was the glorious event which had occurred,— that 
he whom they loved had been called Irom a world of 
probation, to a state of immutahls felicity. 

On the charactM of Edward Stabler, we may now 
indulge in a few remarks. From the earliest period 
at which his intimate friends became acquainted with 
him, be was ambble, intelligent, sincere. He was 



laDder-h«|uled, not 0DI7 to )us fellov-beinga, bat to the 
loweft creaMre tliftt Jell in his way. 

Wkit- few o^ftntsgea of .iiteraiy edj^oatioo, he ao- 
Ijtiiad k lat^ fiind of hMGoI knowledge, which a fine- 
ly improved taste and ea^ eloquence, enabled Iiim to 
dispense in the moat interestinij and impressive man. 
ner. Under a due sense of the obligation to provide 
far the Buatenance of human life, he engaged in bu^- 
neas; and in alt his temporal concerns was industrious, 
(sorreot, and prosperous. The leisure that he had 
from buunesa, was employed in the gratefnl occupa- 
tim df improving his mind, and exerting himself for 
the benefit of otben. 

We have seen, that as a husband and a father, he 
was tender and afibctiooate. Every wish of his family 
was gratified, as far as it appeared consistent with their 
welfikre. He was deeply distressed at the sickness of 
each member of his household; and more than com- 
monly anxious while his children passed through those 
ordeals of disease, to which all are subj^t. On every 
. oncasion when they were ill, hetwas nearly unfitted lor 
any employment but nursing them. 

His communications in public were exoeedingly in- 
tereating; eoDveying such views of religion as we see 
in hb letters, but much more expanded, with such so- 
lemnity, persuasion, and clearness, as generally kept 
his hearers wrapped in profound attenticffl. As much 
aa be was admired <m this account, he was, perhaps, 
equally interesting and useful in conversation. He 
d a lively imsgination;— ths process of thought 
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was rapid ia hia mind, — and -a iull fiow of rich Ian- 
guage enabled him to pour forth the stores of his heart 
and his understanding, to the^ delight of thos6 who lis- 
tened to him. It is not str&nge, that with such ability 
to communicate pleasure and instruction, his compuiy. 
should be sought. He wa^ never too much engaged^ 
to empli^ his powers for the instruction and consola- 
tion of the many who visited him in the hours of busi- 
ness, or called to spend an evening with hini at home. 
In conversation with his children and other young per> 
sons, his aim was to enamour them of every thing 
good, without appearing to dictate or assume any su- 
periority; and it may well be conceived how earnest 
were the young for enjoyments thus rendered lovely 
fat their vtew. 

Prom 4 multitude of letters which were written by 
his youthAil acquaintances, and the friends of his riper 
years, we fmd that he was highly esteemed by all : for 
though there was not so much clearness and depth of 
view in bis early, as his later «orrespondence, yet was 
there always somethii^ to be learned; and the warmtb 
of his afiections lent a ohaim to every thing that pro- 
ceeded from his pen. 

It is not to be supposed that he was &uttle38. In 
early life he gave way, at times, to passion; and he 
was probably too much attached at one period to the 
enjoyments of the world : but he had not a 'single vice, 
and his conduct towards his fellow-beings, both in so- 
cial and commercial relations, was entirely upright. 
The undue ezcitenKnts of temper, with those occa- 
sional depressions of spirit to which an unusually sen- 
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sitive JiervouB system tendered him liable, were so far 
overcome hy Divine grace, that in the latter part of his 
life, we think he sel<toni erred in these respects. 

On closing this review and the volume, we may pro. 
fitably reflect for a fe,w*nioment9| on the character of a 
righteous man, — md the principles that conducted him 
safely throt^h trials and distresses, and the more dan- 
gerous path of worldly proeperfty, — to the end of hia 
pilgrimage. Honesty, and obedience to duty, is the 
sum of the whole. But whence comes the linowledge 
of duty? The scriptures of truth, and the living words 
in the book of man's life, concur in testimony, that 
" thsre is none good but one; and that is Gon." From 
him proceeds the light that gives ua this knowledge; 
and " that is the true Light, which lighteth every man 
that Cometh into the world." 

We may then say, in the language of the lip of 
Truth, "If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them." As reasonably may we expect to reverse 
. the laws of the material world, as to disobey any, 
even the least of his spiritual commands, and be ac> 
copied with Hira. 
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The following subject could not well be introduced . 
into the body of the narrative, but being interestingly 
connected with the laenuHy of the deceased, we have 
thought best to insert it in this place. 

At the monthly raeetiog which was held in the 12lh 
nxHith of the year 1830, the attendance of religioua 
meetings, in regard to which Edward Stabler i»»d 
often been exercised, came before his mind in a-Tcry 
impressive manner. He viewed the efforts which had 
been made from time to time to excite the profitable 
attention of his friends to this subject, together with tlie 
small success, in some cases, which had followed the 
labour bestowed; — and though his heart was affected 
with mourning on the occasion, yet the mantle of hope 
still clothed bis spirit, and he proposed that the meet- 
ing should address to each -of ija members an afiec- 
tionate epistle on this important concern. 

The subject was not acted on at that time, further 
than to be considered and referred to a future sitting; 
but before the occurrence of the next meeting, it 
pleased his heavenly Father to call him from works to 
^wards. The matter was however revived, with an 
interest proportioned to the feeling with which it 4)qjJ 
been opened, and the mournful solemnity imparted to 
it by his death; and a joint conuniltee of men uid 
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womea Frien^B, was a}>pointed to prepaib sinti a com* 
municatioD as they might think suitable. They met at - 
several limes, and after much interesting comvetsaUon, 
agreed upon the following, which was adopted by the 
monthly meeting, viz : 

An Address from Alexandria Monthly Meeting of- 
Friends, to each of its Members. 

Dearly boloied Frieoda, — 

, II isonoof Ibe distingiiiBhingch"f»eteria^CBof the spirit 
of Christ, th^t those who nrs blessed by ile heavenly influenee, 
Decessarily feel a desire that all Ibeir fellow crenlures may be 
alike blessed by it. IJDder the influence ofthis feeling, the mol- 
ing bts been introduced into' a liwi; concern, on account of those 
of OUT members who have frwiaenlly bccy abtenl from our meet- 
ing*, when we have felt that we were at Ihe Lord's baoqueting' 
houBC, and that his banner oTer us was Love. A Icar, a godly 
, fearbar arisen, thatlhe csus« of this absence might be an undoe 
regard Rir (he perishiug thin^ of time, by which there is danger 
of those things being placed above Gsd in the soul, and of thoir 
being perverted, from loinisters to onr wants, into objects of oar ■ 
devotion. The Lord will not accept a divided sfieclioD; we must 
love him. with our whole heart, and with out wbele nuod. 

We have remembered bow it Was widi the ibllawera of our 
. blesBed Saviour, Immediatel^f after the remotal of bis outward 
manifestutioQ, when Ihe tilings of this world were icmoved IVooi 
their thoughts, and their uiboU hearts were turned unlo ffim, — 
they "all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication," 
"■wero all with one accord in one place," and "were all filled wilb 
the Holy Ghost" Believing, firmly, in the unchangeable nature 
of tbe love and mercy of our heavenly Father, that it is not con- 
fined to one age or generation of lbs world, but " is the same ysB- 
terday, lo-daj, and Ibiever," we have a fiill oonfidence, that as the 
Lord becomes uppermost in our minds — Ibat as tee love Aim more 
and the teorid lean, — we shall Gnd It our blessed experience also 
to be profited by being together; — wt shall be " with one accord 
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in ODG.plice," ■nd wllncn Ifae oversbndanii^ nf the H0I7 Spirit. 
Has it not been our experience, that as any event hin tended to 
■bow ua tbe peiishiag nature of the tliinc^ of this world, 11 baa at 
the nine lime had a tendency to turn qui minds to the Lord; — 
to make us desirous of "laying up treasure in heaven 7" And ia 
proportion as we have been able lo feel the Imt of God to prevail 
Dti(r alt in Ihe soul, lias it not been pleasant to bo asscoiblcd with 
OUT brelhrcn and sislorg? Have we not Ihcn fbond (hat he con- 
tinuoa to he tvilh those who are gathered in his nttne, however 
ten in numbei^ and that hia presence is manrfealed by (be break- 
ing of bread to iho hDnfrry souIT 

*■ By this shall all men know tliat ye aro niy diiciplcs, W ye 
have love one to another." Here, then, is Ihc true badge of the 
Christian disciptcship; and if we Jo love one annlher, we Ehall 
esteem it n precious privilege to meet logetlicr in our rciigiou* 
aasenibtles to icait upon God; for the promise remains true, that 
" they that wait upon the Lord shall renew Iheir slrenglh ; they 
■hall mount up with wings as eagles, they ahall run and not be 
weary, ihey shall walk and not/aint." Blessed privilege! thai we 
should thus have our strength renewed, and witness the highest 
and most glorious consolation of o-bich the soul is capable, that of 
drawing nigh onto God and communing with him, by (he per- 
formance of our duly. And how slrikingty illustrative is this of (he 
' goodness of (iod, who, however we may be disposed to view him 
as "an hard nius(er," malies only those things our duty which 
are best fiir us — which most contribute (0 DUr present and etoi- 
lasling welfare- 
Let ui not then, beloved brothers and sistera, neglect tbe as- 
■embling DfoarselveB lofjether tor the solemn and Interesting pur- 
pose of Divine worsliip. For, although we arc well asaored of the 
omnipresence of our heavenly Father, and that acceptabio wor- 
■hip mast be perlbrnied in spirit and in truth, without regard lo 
time or place, yet in his wisdom has he made us social beings; 
and " as iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sliarpen A the counten- 
ance of his friend;" and esch one being concerned thai nothing 
may stand in the way of a free circulation of Divine love aiuongat 
DB, and of our being ftvoured to witness a union and communion 
of spirit,— we ihall become bound together by ■ bond of peace and 
love, and be one another's help and joy in the Lord. 
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Ooeef tboekcellea^caof thaGoapcl diBpaiMati«n,»iid«aB Aat, 
ftrikJDglf bIidwi the luuieraal DBtwe of tbe lore (tT God to maa, 
i>, th^ andei Ihii diepenulion we ■>« not dependaat upon an ouU 
ward minitlrj for ioslruetinn ia DiviM Ibings: Ihe law is not IM* 
written "apon tiUea orBtoBe;" for, ** after theae dajs, lailb tiie 
' Lord, I wW put nj law in their iiivMd porta, sad write it in 
. tbeir hennR, and I will b* llieir God, and they shall be aif pao> 
pie:' aD<l they ihall teach aa more eierj nan bU neichboor, w>4 
even' (Dbh iSt brother, (E^n^ Know th«n Ibe Ldrd: Tor tkej-ahoU 
■II SnoK me, from (be leait of them to the grekteal of then) ;- fbr 
I vill forgive tiAir iniqaitj, and renMinher their aiu no mqr*^" 
Need we advert to Ihe lict, eatabiisbed pwhapa hj all huroaii ei- 
peri«Dce, that wAen objects the moat Interealing are belbre our 
mioda, lie seek lor lilence in which to -eiasiine them ; lor in that 
««le alone can we gire them the attention we desire; intl in that 
•tale >ko the mind in piMicul&rlj naeeptiUe of impreBaioiu from 
tbe pivme Spirit, 

A conoera liai alio bean Mt for our yoaoger rrienih, that tbej 
may etiooae Ibe Lord fbrtbeir portion, and Ihe God of Jicoti fiir 
the lot of their inbertlanco, aod oame foHvard in atyiport of tliat 
teatinwnj which mast aoon be left tor tbem alone |o bear. And 
«a Brmly beljave, tligt aa thcj come lofether.ondM' the inBoeaoe 
of dMiree fur prvmodne the eauae of Trpttt, thry loiil fal Huir 
atraigth rtMtuied. 

Coder a neaaure of the inftnNiiie of that lo*e whick breallwa 
''peace on earth ant good will W aien," tbe Monlbly Meetioj u 
ooneerned at' tb<B time taaddivm ilaelf to eadi of its member*, 
IkiI^K oAt Ihe langnaga of infitation — " Come, let oa go Dp to- 
gether to the mountain of Ihe I«rd, to the faDuae of the God of 
Jacob, and he will tench ns uf hia ws7>, and we will walk in his 
patha;" tor "hii way* are wsja of ploaaantneaa, and all Ilia palln 

Signed on babslf of Abxandria Monfhl; Meeting of Frienda, ^ 
■held pn the 34tli of tbe Sod month, 1831, b; 
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